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PREFACE

I Lave been led to believe, bj conversation upon the subject

with some of the older residents of the place, that a history of

Boxborongh printed in a small volume, separately from " The

History of Middlesex County," would be favorably received by

many of those who are interested in the welfare of the town, or

who have been connected with it from early years.

I therefore issue the book in its present form. It is with

some misgivings that these pages are placed before the citizens

of Boxborongh, many of whom are familiar with its history

from the beginning. For besides laboring nnder the disadvan-

tage of having been a resident of the town, and acquainted

with it, only a few years, I have been obliged to glean a part

of the facts from somewhat incomplete town and church

records, and the rest from the personal recollections of the

people. Upon perusal, therefore, should errors become

apparent to an}', the author asks for lenient criticism.

For myself, I would say, I have become very much inter-

ested in the town and also in its early inhabitants while

engaged in studying and writing this history.

I wish here to express my indebtedness to Messrs. J. AV.

Lewis and Co., for according to me the privilege of using, in

this volume, Avhatever material was recently published in the

Middlesex County History under the head of '' Boxborough ;

"

also, to assure my friends of my gratitude for and appreciation

of their many efforts in my behalf while I have been engaged
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in this work. Suggestions, scraps of information, nse of

records and genealogies, etc., have been freely given, and very

helpful. And, furtlier, in this last venture, for assistance in

interesting and securing sul)scril)ers, I would render my sincere

thanks.

Tlianks are hereby given, also, for the engraving of the

Congregational Church, which was presented by The Ladies'

Circle, and for the engraving of the Town Hall, the gift of

Deacon S. B. Hager.

LUCIE C. HACxER.



BOXBOROUGH.

COMPILED BY LUCIE C. HAGER.

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER I.

Page

Early History— Fornititioii — Scenery— Situation

— Reason for New Town—Harvard Meeting-house—
Petition to General Court— Act of Incorporation 11

CHAPTER n.

District Officers — Bounclar}' Troubles— Estates

Transferred— Location of Boundaries— Workino- of

New District— Town Hall— Incidents — Roads—
Fitchburo' Railroad— Political .... 20

CHAPTER III.

Military History— Luther Blancliard— 1812—
War of the Rebellion— Soldiers' Names— Schools—
Division of Town— School Buildings— Reports . 28

CHAPTER IV.

Ecclesiastical— Church (Organized— First Pastor

—'- Installation— Sermon— Mr. A\'illard— Contro-

versy— Rev. Aaron Picket .....



Contents.

CHAPTER V

CHAPTER IX.

Cobleigh Family— Francis Coiiant— Stuart P.

Dodge— Draper Family— John Fletcher

Page

Separation— New Society— Rev. James R. Cush-

ing— New Church— Pastors— The First Parish—
Methodist Church— Statistics— Centennial— Town

Officers 44

CHAPTER VI.

Geology— Flora— Fauna . . . . . 50

CHAPTER YII.

Miscellaneous ....... 61

CHAPTER VIII.

Biographical Sketches — Bigelow Family— Blan-

chard Family— James S. Braman— Charles H.

Burroughs— Chester Family ..... 85

109

CHAPTER X.

The Hager Family— Sketch of Author, by Jane M.

Read 123

CHAPTER XI.

James R. Ilayden—Hayward Famil}^ — John Hoar

— Wm. S. Houghton — Littlefield Family . . 149



Contents.

CHAPTER XII.

Page

]\Iead Family —Wm. Moore— Joseph H. Oreiidoiff

-^ Page Family— Patch Family— Amasa A. Rich-

ardson— Dr. Robins 163

CHAPTER XIII.

Stone Family— Taylor Family . . . 178

CHAPTER XIV.

Wetherbee Family— Whitcoml) Family — John R.

Whitcomb— Wood Family— Dea. M. E. Wood

—

George C. Wright 195



ILLUSTRATIONS.

Congregational Chukch

BoxBOKOUGH Centre, Town
L. Waldo BiGELOw

Simon Blanchard, Sk

SnroN Blanchard, Jr

Leonard Chandler

Luke Blanchard

John ant) Margaret Blan

E. B. Cobleigh .

Francis Conant

John Fletcher .

George Hager .

BenJ. S. Hager .

Lucie C. Hager .

Joel F. Hayward

Jacob Littlefield

Albert Littlefield

Benj. S. Mead .

Phinehas Stone .

Phinehas J. Stone

Amos Stone . .

Jonathan Stone

Varnum Taylor

Oliver Wetherbee
A. W. Wetherbee

Martin E. Wood
George C. Wright

Hall

HARD

Page

Frontispiece

28

86

87



The History of Boxborough





BOXBOROUGH:
A NEW ENGLAND TOWN AND ITS

PEOPLE.

CHAPTER I.

EARLY HISTOKY FORMATION— SCEXERY SITUATION

REASON FOR NEAY TOAYN HARVARD MEETING-HOUSE—
PETITION TO GENERAL COURT ACT OF INCORPOliATION.

Some one has said, " Time, like distance, lends enchantment to

the view, and the pictures of the past, seen through the mellow

light of centuries, become soft and beautiful to the sight, like

the shadowy outlines of far-off mountain peaks, whose purple

heads half hide themselves behind a screen of clouds." The

men and women wlio lived, and loved, and labored, and reared

their homes among these hills and in these valleys, a hundred

years ago and more, had they been interrogated, would doul)t-

less have replied, as did one of the present citizens when

questioned with regard to his ancestr}^, '^ Oh no, we never did

anything remarkable, nothing Avorthy of notice." And 3'et to us

of the present day, as Ave gaze down the vista of the departed

years, their words an<l acts are of very great interest and imixtr-

tance, and the laboi-s and the toils which to them may have

seemed to bear such meagre fruitage, are to us, after the lapse

of more than a century, invested, as it were, with a halo of

glory.
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We look back still farther into the past, throuoh another

century or more, and lo ! the red man is lord of all these sunny

slopes and vales ; and here, wild and free as his own native

hills, he made the forest his hunting-ground. We are informed

by early historians that the Kev. John Eliot of Koxbury visited

this region some time in the seventeenth century. He was a

philanthropic man and an earnest Christian. With him came

General Daniel Gookin, the historian, who had in charge at that

time, as an ao-ent of the Government, all the Indian tribes in

Massachusetts. Here they found the chief of the Nashoba

Indians, John Tokatawan, and the venerable Eliot preached and

prayed in the open air, and James Speen and his Indian choir

sang a psalm. But early in the eighteenth century the white

men sought a place in this region where they might build

their log huts, found their homes, and rear their families. We
of today can scared}" realize through what difficulties and

dangers the first permanent settlements were made.

Boxborough was formed by taking a portion from three

adjoining towns,— the largest part from Stow, a smaller portion

from Littleton, and a piece of Harvard making up the town

whose outline— until the recent change in the Littleton bound-

ary—was nearly a square. Previous to 1750 the boundary line

between Stow and Littleton was near where the present town-

house stands, running in a south-easterly direction past the

house now owned and occupied by Mr. E. B. Cobleigh, wdiicli

was then in Stow, and onward to a heap of stones in a field in

front of ]\h\ Furlmsirs dwelling, thence in the direction of Mr.

Herbert Blanchard's residence.

Boxborouo'h, thouo-h the smallest town in ^Middlesex county,

is yet '' beautiful for situation." From her lofty hill-tops the

true lover of nature is never weary of gazing on the panorama

of beauty which is everywhere spread out before him. Which-

ever way he turns— north, east, south, or west— pictures of

rare rural loveliness greet his eye and delight his soul. Xo

wonder that her sons and daugliters love and are proud of their

birthplace. Said one of her former residents, as he came up to

an annual gathering '^in the old meeting-house on the hill*'
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(now the town hall) :
'' T ixlwa3's feel as if I was nearer lK'a\i'ii

Avhen I come np this hill,''—words lightly spoken, douljtless,

and yet they should be true, for surely when one long since

gone forth from his early home to active, earnest life among
men returns again and feels his feet pressing once more the

soil of his own native hills, hallowed by so many hai)py and

sacred associations; when his eyes behold again, as in his youth-

ful days, the deliglitful scenery so familiar grown ; when his

hand clasps the hand of neighbor and friend as in early youtli,

and his ears hear as of old the loved voices of his childhood,

—

he may feel more nearly akin to the earl}- days of free-hearted

innocence and happiness, and therefore "nearer Heaven."

To the eastward, in the distance, the gleaming church spires

designate the position of the three Acton villages, while in a

southerly direction the new city of Marlborough lies quietly

resting upon her sister liills. Turning toward the Avestern hori-

zon, Monadnock, Wachusett and other eminences meet the eye,

while to the north-east, the village spires of Littleton and

Westford ai'e visible amid the distant trees.

The residents on the outskirts of the towns mentioned,—
Stow, Littleton and Harvard,— drawn there i)rol)abl3' by the fer-

tility of the soil, tilled their farms and raised their crops, but

found themselves subjected to much inconvenience through

their remoteness from any plac^ of public worship. So they

formed a societ}" among themselves, purchased the old meeting-

house in Harvard in 1775, and then petitioned the General

Court to be set off as a separate town.

The town is situated in the west central part of INIiddlesex

county, and is bounded north by Harvard and Littleton, east

by Littleton and Acton, south by Stow, and west by Harvard.

From the assessors' i-eport for the 3'ear 18(S9 we have the follow-

ing: 0,428 acres of land; total valuation of assessed estate,

'i>246,705 ;
polls, 10<S ; number of scholars in the public schools,

08. According to the census of 1885 the population was 348;

in 1(S50 it numbered 395 ; and in 1S87 tlie number was 433.

The number of voters in 1889 was 7<) : in 1834 tlie number

was 99. h\ 1847 the whole valuation was -1208,913. The
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aiiiount of taxes for 1889 was 2,840.71 ; in 1847 the amount

was l,21>i>.08. In the town safe, in very good condition, there

is an outline map on parcliment by Sihis Holman— scale two

liiiiuhtMl rods to an iiicli. His survey was made in 1794, and

the area oivcn is 7, (.)•>(] acres and 100 rods. By a com-

parison of some of the foregoing figures, it would seem that the

town liad been slowly losing g^-ound for at least a half century.

There seem to be good reasons for this. It has been a farming

conunnnity from the first ; but although smallest in population

of any town in Middlesex county, it yet ranks second only in

agriculture. The value of its agricultural products in 1885

was -^^92,349. But it is situated at a distance from market

towns and main thoroughfares ; though two busy streams,

Stony Brook and Assabet river, have their source here, it has

no Avater-power of its OAvn by Avhich the many industries of the

present age are carried forward to so great an extent in other

places ; it has not the advantage of l)eing a railroad centre.

The Fitchburg Railroad skirts its eastern l)order, with

stations at both Littleton and Acton— a flag station at Hoar's

Crossing in Boxborough— and that is all; it was of later

incorporation than any of the other towns about us. As a farm-

ing town it began its existence over a century ago, and as such

it is destined to remain. There is no employment other than

farming to call in those from without, and her own sons and

daughters are drawn away to other towns and cities in the hope

of enjoying tlieir greater advantages. A good town for one's

birthi)lace ; a good place to Ijegin the culture of those sterling

qualities which shall grow and increase and actuate in all the

affairs of after-life.

As I look at the materials before me for the making of this

history of Boxborough, gathered in many different waj'S and

brought together under various heads and dates, I feel as

though it would be, at least, a saving of thought and labor,

could one do what tlie "projector" in Gulliver's Travels was

trying to accomplish; viz., the writing of books of philosophy,

poetry, politics, laws, mathematics, theology and history (?)

without any assistance Avhatever from study or genius, by
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simply throwing upon a frame all the words of his vocabulary,

—

in the " ordinary proi)ortion of verbs, parti('i[)les, nouns,'" etc.,

—

and then setting his pupils at the work of grinding out the

various tomes. But upon second thought it would be better,

doubtless, to classify and bring under the correct dates and

headings these facts and incidents of early times.

As we have already remarked, it was for convenience of

public worship, not the desire for a new town, that first led the

residents of these remote portions of three other towns to band

themselves together. The purchase of a church building has

also been alluded to. In an ancient record purporting to be

" The Town Book for Births and Deaths and Strays and Poor

Persons for Boxborough," we find the following :
—

" At a meeting Held on the 31 Day of January, 1775, By

a Sartain Society part Belonging to Stow and part of l^ittleton

and part of Harvard, at the house of En^ Abel Fletcher, in

order to Erect a meatting-house for the publick worship of

God— lly. chose Mr. Coolidge ^Moderator, 21y. Chose Mr.

Bennet Wood of Littleton, and Mr. Joseph Stone of Stow, a

Committee for purchasing Harvard ( )ld meatting-House.

A Covenant to indemnify s^ Committee

:

This may certify that we the subscribers Do Covenant and

engage with Each other that w^e will pay our subscriptions as

is hereafter set Down towards purchasing the Old meatting

hous of Harvard, for which purpose we have chosen Mr. Bennet

Wood of Littleton and Mr. Joseph Stone of Stow to Pepresent

and act for us at a vandue in order for Sail of si House on the

Second Day of February next and Do engage hereby to fulfill

according as they the s^ Bennet Wood and Joseph Stone Shall

bid or otherways agre at s^ vandue, in testimony thereof \Ne Do

hereunto set our hands this 31 Day of January, 1775.

Silas Wetherbee . . One-quarter part.

Edward Brown . . One-sixteenth part.

£ s. d.

Joseph Stone 2

Samuel Wetherbee . . . .300
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years" struggle, on llie 24th of Fehnuiiy, 178^5, the pe-

tition is granted. The following is a eopy of the Act of

Im'or[)Oi'atioii :

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in the year of Our Lord One Thousand

Seven Hundred and Eighty-three.— An Act for ICrecting a District in

the County of Middlesex by the name of Boxborough.

Whereas a number of Inhabitants living in the Extreme Parts of the

Towns of Stow, Harvard and Littleton, Labour under many Inconveniences

by Reason of their grate distance from any Place of Publick Worship and

have Requested this Court that they May be Incorporated into a District

with all the Privileges of a town, that of sending a Representative to the

General Court Excepted— Be it therefore Enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Court Assembled, and by the Authority of the

same. That a Part of Stow, a Part of Harvard and a Part of Littleton, all

which are Included within the Boundarys following, viz: Beginning at the

Road Southerly of John Robins' Buildings, and Running Southerly in Acton

line to a Place called Flag hill, being two miles, three-quarters and ten rods

to a heap of Stones; from thence Westerly in Stow, Two miles and a quar-

ter to a Stake and Pillar of Stones in the Harvard Line, then turning

Northerly through part of Harvard to a white oak tree by a Causeway: from

thence to the Place first Set out from, be and hereby is incorporated into a

District by the Name of Boxborough. And all the Polls and Estates that

are Included w-ithin the said Boundaries shall belong to the said District,

Except those of such of the Inhabitants of that Part Set off from Littleton

as Shall not, within the Term of twelve months from the Passing of this act

Return their Names into the office of the Secretary of this Common-wealth,

Signif^dng their Desire to become Inhabitants of the said District. And be

it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid that the said District be and

hereby is invested with all the Powers, Privileges and Immunities that

Towns in this Common-wealth do or may Injoy, Except the Privilege of

Sending a Representative to the General Court, and the Inhabitants of the

said District Shall have leave, from time to time, to join with the Town of

Stow in Choosing a Representative, and shall be notified of the Time and

Place of Election in Like manner with the Inhabitants of the said Town of

Stow by a Warrant from the Selectmen of the said Town to a Constable or

Constables of the said District, Requiring him or them to warn the Inhabi-

tants to attend the meeting at the time and Place appointed, which w^arrant

shall be Seasonably Returned by the said Constable or Constables of the

said District, and the Representative may be Chosen Indifferently from the

said Town or District, the Pay or allowance to be borne by the town and

District in Proportion as they shall, from time to time. Pay to the State Tax;

and be it further Enacted that Jonathan Wood, Esq., of Stow, be and hereby

is impowered to Issue this Warrant, directed to some Principal Inhabitant

within the said District, Requiring him to warn the Inhabitants of the said

District, Qualified to vote in Town affairs, to assemble at some Suitable time

and Place in the said District to Chuse Such officers as Towns and Districts
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are required to Chuse in the month of March annually, l^rovided, Neverthe-

less, that the Inhabitants of the said District Shall Pay their Proportionable

Part of all Such Town, County and State Taxes as are already assessed by

the said Respective Towns from which they are taken, and their proportion-

able part of all Publick Debts Due from the said Towns, and also Provide

for the Support of all the Poor who were Inhabitants within the said Dis-

trict before the passing of this Act, and shall be Brought back for main-

tenance Hereafter, And whereas it is fit and Necessary that the whole of

the said District should belong to one and the same County, be it therefore

further Enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that that Part of the said

District which is set off from the Town of Harvard, in the County of

Worcester, shall be and hereby is annexed and set to the County of Middle-

sex, and the line established by this act as the Boundaries betwixt the said

Town of Harvard and the said District, shall hereafter be the boundary Line

betwixt the said County of Middlesex and the said County of Worcester.

This instrument bears the signatures of Samuel Adams,

president of tlie Senate, and John Hancock, Governor.
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CHAPTER II.

DISTRICT OFFK'EKS BOUNDAKV TROUBLES ESTATES TltANS-

FEKREI) LOCATION OF BOUNDAIUES — WOKKING OF

NEW DISTRICT T( )WX HALL INCIDENTS ROADS

FITCHBURG RAILROAD— POLITICAL.

Accordingly, Jonathan Wood, Justice of the Peace of Stow,

issued the warrant— notifying and warning all voters to assem-

ble at the meeting-house that they might perfect their organiza-

tion by the election of the customary officers— to Bennet

Wood, one of the principal inhabitants of the new District of

Boxborough. To the people of today the officers chosen and the

offices filled, on that lOtli of March, 1783, may not be

without interest, and we give them entire. Jonathan Wood,

Esq., presided as moderator.

Capt. Silas Taylor was chosen clerk of the District ; Capt.

Silas Taylor, Silas Wetherbee, Ens. Abel Fletcher, Lieut.

James Whitcomb, Lieut. Ephraim AVhitcomb, selectmen ; Capt.

Phinehas Taylor, treasurer ; Capt. Silas Taylor, Abel Whit-

comb, Lieut. Ephraim Whitcomb, assessors ; Joseph Howe,

Lieut. James- AVTiitcomb, Bennet Wood, constables; Bennet

Wood, Paul Hayward, wardens ; Judah Wetherbee, Capt. Eleazer

Fletcher, tithing-men ; Oliver Mead, Ephraim Taylor, Bennet

Wood, Oliver Taylor, highway surveyors and collectors

;

Oliver Wood, sealer of leather; Edward Brown, Thomas Law-

rence, fish-reeves ; Capt. Phinehas Taylor, Lieut. Nehemiah

Batchellor, deer-reeves ; Joseph Raymond, Boston Draper, liog-

reeves ; Ilichard Wetherbee, Ebenezer Phillips, fence-viewers ;

Phinehas Wetherbee, Ephraim Wetherbee, fircAvards ; Jonathan

Wetherbee, Joseph Sawyer, field-drivers ; Edward Brown,
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Solomon Taylor, surveyors of boards and shingles ; Jonathan

Wood, justice of the peace.

From time to time other officers were chosen, as pound-

keeper, surveyor of lumV)er, hoops and staves, vendue-master,

sexton, etc.

The disinclination, on the part of Littleton, towards the new

district, was a difficulty Avliich did not seem to adjust itself in

later years, and down through the century, even to the present

time, the disagreement may be traced. There was a great deal

of trouble about the boundaries, although they Avere described

and established by the letter of the act of incorporation already

given. All the polls and estates within the given limits were

to belong to the new district except those of such of the inhabi-

tants set off from Littleton as should not return their names to

the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth within a year

from the passing of the act. So although the boundary was

designated between Littleton and Boxborough, the people of the

Littleton part were left to go or come— as they chose— to pay

their taxes to the mother town as before, although residents of

the new district. The towns were continually in trouble over

the boundary line. It was at last referred to the General

Court, and an act fixing the boundary was passed February 20,

1794. This act also gave permission to those of Littleton who

had not returned their names, "their polls and their estates,"

who still voted and were assessed in Littleton, " to belong to

said Littleton" so long as this state of things continued; that

such persons might at an}^ time apply to said Boxborough to

become members thereof, and, upon vote of her inhabitants, be

accepted as citizens of Boxborough, with their polls and estates.

In 1791 the district voted to invite all within the bounds of

Boxborough who had not joined with the said town to become

members of the same. And they came from time to time, until

there were only two farms— those of H. T. Taylor and David

Hall—which were still assessed in Littleton in 1889. Edmund
Lawrence's estate was accepted April 6, 1807, widow Rachel

Cobleigh's property, May 27, 1818, and (ieorge Jeffon's estate,

April 2, 1821. In 1827 the town voted to choose a committee
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to converse with all those who still [)aid their taxes in J^ittleton,

though within the bounds of Boxborough, to see if they would

not in future attach themselves to their own town ; and April

24 of that year live (the largest number at any one time)

signitied their desire to become inhabitants of Boxborough, and

Avere transferred to said town ; viz., John Hoar, John Blanchard,

Simon Blanchard, Mrs. Abigail Blanchard and iMoses Whit-

comb. Two more, Carshena Wood and ]\lrs. Lucy Wood, came

May 23, 1831, and one more, Isaac Patch, April 2, 1838.

]\Ieasures were taken in 1890 to see if the taxes of the remaining

two farms might not be required to revert to the town to which

the estates belonged. The petition to the Legislature failed,

however, and Littleton having filed a counter-petition, praying

for a new boundary between the said towns, their petition was

granted, and a bill, according with it, passed. The new line

between the two towns leaves the greater part of the farms,

with their buildings, in Littleton, so that the question of trans-

fer is no longer possible and the difficulty is settled once

for all.

The boundaries on the Harvard and Stow sides are j^robably

somewhat changed ; that toward Acton seems to be the same

and the south-east corner, on Flagg's Hill, appears to be

unaltered. The boundar}^ on the Littleton side, as we have

said, although the source of much dispute and threatened prose-

cution, was finally fixed by act of the Legislature in 1890. No
definite descriptions of the corner bounds and boundary lines

are recorded whereby we can mark the exact changes ; the

bounds themselves— heaps of stones, stakes, trees— are objects

which the vicissitudes of a hundred years might well render

uncertain, and now they cannot be determined with au}^ degree

of accuracy.

It is interesting to follow the working of the newly

organized district and to note that which seemed most to

occupy their hands and hearts. So far as we can judge from

the records left us, after having thrown in their lot together

each one worked for the common good. Destined never to

become a large town, its citizens gave to it, and found in it,
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whatever of active, energetic enterprise it })ossessed. The

warrants for the early town-meetings are full of articles for

action, touching tlie church, the school and the liighway,—
three of the most important factors in the common town or

state life, for withont religion at the outset, the foundation

must have been nnstable ; without education the future

l)rocesses of self-government, personal and general development

in intelligence and strength, must have halted ; and Avithout

comnuinication w^ith the outside Avorld, common interchange

of ideas and methods, and also transportation, would have been

at a standstill. The citizens of the district seem to have been

much interested in these things at the very first. The meeting-

house was the place not only for holding the religious

gatherings of the people, but also for all town-meetings until

1835, and in April of that year they assembled at Bigelow's

Hall, situated directly opposite. Early this year they '' voted

to build Town Hall under the contemplated New meeting-

house on the Common, and voted to raise $250 to build the

same," and then a reaction came and they " voted to reconsider
"

their vote. In ]\Iarch of the same year they voted to build a

town-house on the old Common and voted to raise -t-iOO for the

same, and again the reaction came and they reconsidered the

vote ; but later in the season a town hall Avas built near the

southern end of the Common and opened for use in October,

1835. This remained until 1874. Early in 1870 they voted

to "examine Town Hall,'' and also chose a committee to see if

the Universalist meeting-house " on the hill " could be procured

for a town hall. This was found by the committee to be

impracticable at that time, and the town voted to enlarge and

thoroughly repair the old hall. But in November of that year

a committee was again chosen to confer with regard to obtain-

ing the old church for town use, and in December, 1870, the

town " voted to accept the Report of Committee," and "voted to

accept the meeting-house as a gift from a majority of the pew

owners." They immediately went to work to make the needed

alterations and repairs and to furnish in a neat and comfortable

manner for the transaction of town business. AVhen the old
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Puritan Clmreli of one hundred years ago was divided in 1820,

the Univei-salist Society, as it was thereafter called, retained

possession of tlie old church. This society after a time discon-

tinued tlieir meetino's, the house was closed, and in 1870, as

before stated, Avas presented to the town for a town-house. The
old liall was sold at auction in 1874 to H. E. P^elch, and was

subsequently torn down.

In the early part of Boxborough's history, there seem to

have been a great man}^ extra meetings for town, or district

purposes rather,—the words town and district Ijeing used inter-

changeably all through the records,—questions with regard to

the chui'ch and church property, schools, roads, disposition of

poor, boundaries, town buildings, town prosecutions and the

like. They discussed the questions and voted pro and con, and

considered and reconsidered these local items as only men inter-

ested in the true welfare of the town would have done. But

they seem at times to have arisen to that pitch of earnestness

and enthusiasm where their " Xo " was no, and their " Yes,"

yes, irrevocably.

A perusal of old Avritings brings some minor items to light,

like the following, Avhich may interest the rising generation if

no other:—In 1789, Wm. McKay, convicted of swearing one

(or more) " profain oaths," paid a fine of six shillings, and such

fines were not infrequent. They were careful to guard the

morals of the j'oung. An incident is told of an old resident

which illustrates tliis. He had been trying to impress upon his

son the importance of temperance in speech, and at the close of

the lesson,—"^I swear if you swear, I '11 AA'hip you," said the old

man emphatically. Unique auctioneer's licenses are recorded :

—" We the Subscribers, Selectmen of the Toavu of Boxborou2fh,

at a meeting holden for the purpose, haA e licensed and do here-

by Licence Major Eph"^ Taylor of s^ Boxborough to sell at

public Vendue or Outcry any Goods or Chatties Avhatsoever,

pursuant to a law of the Commonwealth, passed June the 16,

1795." Boys were often bound out to service by Aote of the

tOAAHi, for exam})le, in 1807 they " a- oted to bind DaA^d Green

to Christopher Page to learn the carpenter's trade upon the
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with his old master."*

In 1837 the town '^ vote<l to allow a bounty of twenty cents

each on Crows young and old taken in the limits of Boxlx)rough

between April and November "and granted one hundred dol-

lars for the purpose. It Avas voted in 1838 ''to have the bell

rung at nine o'clock in the evenings each day in the year

(Sundays excepted) live minutes at a time." Doubtless in our

forefathers' time this was a reminder to have '' all the children

in." Nowadays such a note pealing out over these hills and

valleys would perhaps be more likely to find the people of all

ages just gathering together.

The old town folk evinced a good deal of interest in the

highways, and roads were laid out here and there and accepted

from time to time ; but the vague descriptions, vivid as they

may have seemed then, leave us in obscurity as to their exact

trend. The next year after the incorporation of the district,

in 1784, several highways were laid out: in 1785 the town

voted fifty pounds to repair highways, and the following year

an appropriation was also made. And so on down through

her history, such items as the laying out of roads, acceptance or

rejection of them as the case might demand, appropriations,

setting up guide posts or building walls, are frequent. In the

early days each poll worked out his highway tax ; in 1791 it

was voted, " that Every Ratiable Pole shall work on the County

Road one Day this year." Record is made showing that some

of the roads were mere bridle-paths at first ; in 1790 the town
<' voted to accept the Bridle road," and in 1819 "Gave an order

to Prince J. Chester, it being in full for a road or Bridle way

through his land.'" Some were private or half-private Avays, as

Ave find such entries as these : 1814. "Voted to shut up the

road through D" Jacob Fairbanks' land for one year if D" Jacob

Fairbanks will cause a road to be opened that Avill commode the

town as Avell." In 1815 " Committee report they are dissatisfied

Avith a road fenced out as it cuts them off from Avater, but are

Avilling that Mr. Sargent should have a road Avith tAvo gates, Avhich

they Avill agree to suppoi-t one." In 1814 a A^ote A\'as passed "to



26 Bo.rhornt(i/h : a New Fjn;iland Town anil it.s People.

keep the Turn-pike roiul in repair as far as it lies in Buxboroiigh

for one year, provided the Corporation will admit the inhabi-

tants of said Boxborongh passing the gates toll free." This

same '^ Boston I^oad " or " the old turn})ike " as it is now called,

\\as laid out through the southerly p4rt of the town from Har-

vard to Acton, and is the main thoroughfare. We. find what

answers to the same road on Silas Holman's map of 1704. It

was accepted in 1806 as the " Union Turnpike " by the Court

of General Sessions of the Peace, at its September term. Jn

1830 a petition was sent in to the county commissioners, and

April 7 of that year the Cnion Turnpike, so far as it lies in

the county of Middlesex, was declared a public highway, the

towni granting #300 for repairs. The road over the hill, east of

Guggin's Brook, was discontinued in 1868.

The Fitchbnrg Railroad, which was opened in 1845, skirts

along the level, northeastern border of the town for quite a dis-

tance. Whether or no this new invention Avas hailed by the

farmers with delight, or whether they considered it an intrusion

npon their sacred solitudes, and a trespass on their farming

rights, history tells us not. At any rate, no mention is made

of a desire for a station until a special town-meeting in June,

1 849, when they '' voted to choose a committee to petition the

President and Directors of the Fitchbnrg Railroad for a depot

or stopping-place in the town of Boxborongh, near the house of

^Ir. John Hoar.'* The petition Avas not granted. During the

years of which Ave have been speaking. West Acton had been

growing up and had become a thriving village. Nov. 30, 1868,

record is made of the adoption of the following resolution :

" Resolved that the town of Boxborongh unite Avith that part

of Acton called West Acton in the formation of a neAv town."

Tlie votes upon the resolution stood 49 to 11 in favor of the

neAV town and a committee Avas chosen and instructed to use

every effort in the annexation of Boxborongh and West Acton,

but the scheme planned to benefit both town and village for

some reason failed. In 1873 another petition Avas sent to the

Fitchbnrg Railroad Company for a station, but this also failed.

The station for Boxborongh is one Avith that of West Acton,
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'^ West Acton and Boxborough '' beiuo- the name given to it.

West Acton is also the post-othce, and the nearest business point

for Boxborough, althougli for a small part of the town West
Littleton is more convenient.

The record of Presidential votes shows that, for man)^ j-ears,

the town was pretty evenly divided as to its political sympa-

tliies, with a slight leaning to the Democratic side. In more

recent years the lines dividing politics and religion have grown
less marked, until they have somewhat nearly coincided. The
records speak of Boxborough as both town and district tlu'ougli-

out the early years, and we have done the same in order better

to represent them ; but strictly speaking Boxborough was a

district until May 1, 1836, when it became a town, not by any

special act of the Legislature, but under a clause of the Revised

Statutes of that year. But in the November following it still

voted Avith Stow for representative to the General Court, so

that, if this date be the correct one it did not at once enter into

its full privilege as a town. In the more recent years of tlie

Representative union, when sending two representatives it Avas

customar}^ to send one from Stow and one from Boxborough.

Record of the votes Avas ahvays made at StoAV only.
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CHAPTER III.

MILITATIY HISTORY LUTHEIt P.LAX(1HARD 1812 — WAR
OF THE REIiELLIOX SOLDIERS' NAMES SCHOOLS

DTVTSIOX OF TOWN— SCHOOL-BUILDINGS— REPORTS.

Boxborough's military history must necessarily be somewhat

brief, as, not having been incorporated until 1783, she has no

Colonial or Revolutionary record of her own. But, like some

other towns not having a record of their oicn because not incor-

porated at the time, and therefore swelling the record of some

neighboring town or towns, so Boxborough has a 7'eal though

not a separate record of the Revolution with Acton and the

neighboring towns. In this connection we would pay a passing

tribute to the memory of Luther Blanchard, who, together with

his brother Calvin, joined the Acton Company, and was the first

man to shed his blood at the fight at Concord Bridge. The old

homestead and family estates were within the limits of Littleton

(that part which is now Boxborough), and the descendants still

own and occupy them. Luther is said to have been ^^a favorite

young man, tall, straight, handsome and athletic.'' At the

time of the Concord fight he was learning the mason's ti-ade of

Abner Hosmer, who resided on the Herman A. Gould place in

Acton. I quote from the centennial speech of a grandson of

Calvin Blanchard,— the late Joseph K. Blanchard of this town:

'^ The neighboring town of Acton had formed a company of

minute-men to be ready at a minute's notice to meet the British

soldiers ; Calvin and Luthei- Blanchard of Boxborough were

members of this company. These brothers inherited the spirit

of patriotism from their father, who was killed at the Heights

of Quebec. This company of men liad pledged themselves to
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stand by each other in resisting tlie Britisli foe. On tlie morn-

ing of the Nineteeth of April, ITTo, word cainc to Acton that tlie

British sohliers were en route for Concord. Tliis coinpany of niin-

nte-nien were (|nickly assembled on tlie Acton Common, with

Calvin Blanchard for orderly-sergeant and I^nthcr Blancliard as

fifer. As there was a little delay here, and the soldiers ^^ere

anxious to meet the enemy, J>uther Blancliard struck up ^ 'I'he

White Cockade,' and then Capt. Davis started off, saying to

his men that if any of them Avere afraid to follow him tliey

might go home. When they reached the old north bridge

at Concord, the British were already on the point of coming

ov^er to this side to destroy stores of the Colonists on this side

the river. The officer in command asked for volunteers to meet

the foe. Capt. Davis, knowing his men, said, ' I have not a

man who is afraid to go.' As they advance to meet the British,

they receive their fire and Luther Blanchard is the first man
W(>unded. The Captain then asked if they fired balls. ^ Yes,'

Avas the reply, ^ for Luther Blanchard is wounded.' " Lie went

into the house of Mrs. Barrett, close by, to have the Avouncl

dressed. ^^ A little more and you 'd have been killed," said

Mrs. Barrett, mournfully. '" Yes, and a little more and it would

not have touched me," replied Blanchard, brightly, and hastened

to join his comrades. The wound appeared slight, but he died

three days later in consequence of it. His body was brought to

Littleton and laid in the old cemetery there. Today the spot is

unmarked and unknown.

In 1787, the town voted to ^^ Provide Stock of Powder and

Leds, also flint," which were kept in a magazine, provided for

the purpose, under the stairs in the meeting-house ; and lecord

is also made of muster-days and the ordinary military oiganiza-

tions, but nothing more of importance until August 18, 1794,

when they called a special town-meeting, ^' to see what the town

will do about raising the eight men, in C()m[)liance with the

request of Congress, and give any instructions to Capt. Whit-

comb about the same." They voted ^^ to give some incoragment to

the men that shall list as soldiers, and voted that each man that

lists as a soldier agreeable to Resolves of Congress Shall have
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tlie piiblic'k pay tas wages made np by the Town ; to each man
the sum of Two pounds, Kiglit sliillings pr. month for the time

they serve in the army ; and that they shall haye six shillings

in part of their pay paid them when they do List and ingage if

they do not march out of ToNvn, and the sum of eighteen shil-

lings more when they march in order to join the army."

Three years later, in October, 1797, at another special meeting

they '^ Voted to giye the Soldiers one Dollar each to engage, to

give the men ten dollars each at marching, and to make their

\yages equal to laboring men the time they are in the service,

includinsf the ten dollars above mentioned and Government

pay." In 1800 they voted ^' that Each soldier that goes to the

review at Concord and does his duty shall have one dollar for

the two days service and 1-2 11). of powder for each soldier."

The tONvn was again called on for men in 1812 and 1814, and

bounties were offered; viz.: In 1812, *' Voted to make up the

Soldiers #10 per month when they are called into actual service,

and two dollars a day when called out of Town, and to receive

it before the}^ march into actual Service or when desmissed."

In 1814, '^ Voted to make up the soldiers -118 per month with

the national pay and five dollars bounty if they volunteer their

services." The town abated the taxes of her soldiers while in

the service. In 1832, it is recorded that the town ^^ voted to

authorize the Treasurer to pay the amount of their l^oll Taxes

to eacli of the training Soldiers who kept themselves uniformed

and e(
I

nipped and performed all Military duty required of

them."" W^ith the exception of muster-days and militia-rolls,

nothino- further is recorded until the late AVar of the Hel)ellion.

There were no town-meetings held until July 23, 1802,

when they ^^ voted to pa}^ bounty to five persons that will

volunteer to go to war, voted -flOO to each of the five, and

immediately voted #5 each to those who will enlist within

three days and be accepted." August 23, '' A^oted town pay

bounty of -tl 00 to those who will volunteer to till town's quota

of nine months men, to six or seven, whichever it may be."

In October f»f the same year the town voted ^t^lhO to each

drafted man, and also to each volunteer, ^^ enough to fill our
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call,'' to be [)ai(l after they were iiiustered into service. A month

later the same bounty was extended to the substitutes of

drafted men.

The highest bounty offered was September 19, 1864, when

the town '* \^oted to pay #1*25 in Gohl to each recruit to till

the town's quota." The advance of gold was from 85 to 1<)5

during that month, so that, even at an average, the bounty \\as

a hirge one. The young men of Boxborough responded

willingly to. their country's call, and ^^ five })ersons came for-

ward and enlisted *'
at one time. ( )f the fifty-one men— se\'en

more than required— furnished by the town, none were com-

missioned officers. We quote the following from Schouler's

*» Massachusetts in the Civil War'': ^^ The whole amount of

the money a})propriated and expended by the town for ^\ar

})urposes, exclusive of State aid, was 'ij<704H.87. The amount

of money raised and expended by the town during the war for

State aid to soldiers' families, and which was repaid by the

Commonwealth, was 'f1347.53. About -^200 was raised ])y the

ladies of the town for the Christian Commission."

We give below names of the soldiers who went fioni Hox-

borough to take part in the War of the Rebellion, so far as we

are able to give them

:

Messrs. Samuel Burroughs, E. L. Battles, James Biyant,

E. D. 13attles, iNlonroe Clement, (jeorge Draper, Wm. Edwards,

Luther H. Ewings, Lucius Holden, Charles Jenkings, A. A.

Richardson, S. E. Smiley, Paul Hayward, (4eorge Sargent,

Waldo Littlefield, John Fletcher, Peter W. H. Perry, F. H.

Stevens, Tim. L. AVood, Abraham Rodgers, A. AV. Wetherl)ec,

James H. Whitcomb, John Criffin, Joseph Moren, Wm. F.

Stevens, A. G. AVhitcomb, Alonzo M. Woodward.

Of these, George Sargent and Luther H. Ewings were

wounded; Alonzo M. Woodward died Oct. 6, 1862, at Suffolk,

Va., of fever ; John Fletcher was killed at the battle of

Winchester, Va., Sept. 19, 1864; and James H. Whitcomb

died at Cotton Wood Springs, Neb., of ty[)hoid fever, Aug.

31, 1865.
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AVc I'oiiK' ii(t\v to the histurv of our public scliuuls. l>ux-

l)()r()Ui^li has never enjoyed the advantage of either an academy

or high seliool witliin her own ])Oundaries, although her sons

and (laughters have rea[)ed tlie benefits of the higher institu-

tions of learninor of other towns or cities near or far. The

town fathers evidently had the cause of education at heart, for

in the town Avarrant. Sept. 22, 1788 — the same year of her

incorporation— we find this article :
" To see what the town

will do about Providing School this Present Year and act any-

tliing they Sliall Think Proper when met; *' and when legally

met they '• voted to have four months' schooling this year and

voted that the Selectmen provide and proportion the same.''

The '* proportion " seems to refer not to different sections of the

town, but to the boys and girls who appear to have been edu-

cated separately for some time, as in 1787 money was appro-

priated for " four months of man's school, and four months of

Woman's School.''

At the 80th of August meeting, 1784, it was decided not

only to have *• four months of AVoman's School," but also '* to

liave a school-master six months," the town thus charging

themselves with deciding as to Avhether a gentleman or lady

should be the instructor of their youth. But in 179-4 they

transferred the grave responsibility to the shoulders of a com-

mittee, who should ^'provide iS: hire a school-master or mas-

ters and mistress or mistresses as shall be most convenient for

the town's good." Also, this year, the boys and girls shared

equally in the ten months' schooling, as appears from the vote

for '' live months of man's school and five months of women's

school." Fiom 1788 to 1794 the selectmen seem to have had

charge of the schools. In that year a special committee was

a|)[)ointed, l)ut it Avas not until a number of years later, in 1820,

that the School Committee's office became an established fact.

In the mean time the schools were often in charge of the select-

men, as at the first.

AVork in the school in the days of '^ auld lang syne," in

I><jxborough, was evidently not as popular as in many schools

todav, for, in 1794, action was taken to the effect that *' no
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work slioiiUl be done in or at the woniai/s school, us there

usually hatli bin : but the time to be spent in instructino- the

ehildren to Kead and wright.'" No special record is made of

teachers* wages in those earh^ days. In 1788 there was '' voted

and granted the Sum of 24 lbs. to })ay town debts and school-

ing ;

*' and in 1787 the sum of fifteen pounds was gi-anted for

*' schooling *' alone. A few entries such as these would seem

to indicate such wages as would be no great tem[)tation to the

teacher of the present day.

Xo doubt the pay of the Boxborough teachers com[)ared

favoral)ly Avith that of surrounding towns, and in some of these,

one hundred years ago, the school-master received ¥2 per week,

where now he requires ¥lO or *20 for the same service. AVe

do not know if there was even a school-house in the new dis-

trict at the time of its incorporation, in 1783, although rumor

says there was such a building many years ago situated upon
'* Liberty Squaie," the common in front of Mr. Henry T. Tay-

lor's present residence. This same Liberty Square is said to

have been noted as a gathering place for amusemejit on the

Fourth of July and election days. Some seventy years ago the

people celebrated the national independence by raising a liberty

})ole 100 feet high and providing a dinner free for all. The
voice of the cannon spoke of freedom and independence to all

around, and various amusements rendered the day pleasurable.

But to return, it is suggested that the children may have all

come together to one school until 1786, when it was voted ^^to

choose a committee to divide the town into quarters, that each

may build them a school-house if the}- please " But the

committee for some leason failed in the performance of this

duty, for in the latter part of 171>0 a new committee was

invested with power for the work and instructed to '' accom-

plish the Ijusiness," which was done and the report made in

ALxrch. 17!>1. The division of the town into quarters, as then

made, with slight variations, has always remained. The number
of districts has continued the same, Jilthough efforts were made
in 181(), and again in 1842, to reduce it to three. Convenience

of families and equalization of district taxes have caused some
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slight chaiio'cs in the boiiii(l;iiies. riisuccessful efforts have

also been made, from time to time, as they have grown smaller,

to reduce the number of schools to one or two.

No great difference is observable in the location of school-

buildings. The greatest change seems to be in the Northeast

or No. 3 District, whose building is now more centrally situated

at the intersection of several roads. The Southeast or No. 4

house has also undergone a slight change of location. A vote

was passed in 1790 to build a school-house or houses, and again

in 1791 to build three houses, and the sum of forty-five pounds

was granted for the purpose. It is probable that the South-

west District, No. 1, had already reared their educational

structure, as onlj- three houses are spoken of at this juncture,

for which the sum of forty-five pounds was to be equally

divided, and as special provision was made that the First District

should receive their part of the money. Reference is continually

made to items of business in connection with the building of

these school-houses until toward tlie close of the century, and it

is probable that they were not all fully completed before

that time.

In 1807 an appropriation was made by the town to build a

school-house in the Northwest quarter. No. 2, in room of one

burnt, and the next year the district itself voted a sum of

money for the same purpose. There is no further record until

1843, when a house was built in No. 3 District. Separate

schools for boys and girls are last mentioned in 1797. Beyond
a few items, such as the condition of the schools, money appro-

priated each year, committees chosen, questions concerning

redistricting the town, or settlement of bounds recpiiring the

occasional transfer of an estate, there is nothing more of interest

until 1840. In 1813, '14, '16, '25, '29, '42, '66, and '77

various appropriations are made for singing-schools.

A hundred years ago $60 was the amount paid for building

a school-house ; now, twenty-five times that sum would, per-

haps, be deemed no more than sufficient. The methods of

teaching have greatly changed, also, since those early days. The
essential elements have always been the " three R's — Reading,
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'Kiting and 'Ritlimetic,"— but the methods of instruction in

these branches have widely changed. We quote from the

Centennial speech of ]Mr. George F. Conant, a former superin-

tendent of our })idjlic schools, upon this subject :
'^ Reading

then meant a drawling drill in the alphabet and its comlnna-

tions, a-b, ab ; e-b, eb ; o-b, ob, etc ; our children are now in-

ducted at once into the reading of words, and led on, l)y easy

gradations, through selections from the best masters of Englisli

prose and verse. Writing then involved a long preliminary

struggle with pot-hooks and trammels ; now the child is taught

to read and write script from the outset. Arithmetic was then

a sealed science beyond the Rule of Three — even the master

Avas not required to have explored farther ; now a child of ten

or twelve years is expected to have reached that ultimatum.

Mental arithmetic was a thing unknown. Grammar was then

a tedious task, encumbered with the six Latin cases, and num-

berless unintelligible rules. Our boys and girls, with their

' l^anofuao-e Lessons,' half work, half plav, little know what

their fore-fathers endured. Perhaps none of our text-books

have changed more than the geographies. This is strikingly

apparent in a comparison of maps of the different dates. Central

Asia was terra incognita. Africa consisted of a narrow strip

along the shores, surrounding the great unknown ; as for

Australia and the isles of the sea, they were not; our own

country west of the Ohio was an impenetrable forest and liowl-

ing wilderness." Modes of discipline have also changed, and

the famous '•^ birchen rod " is a thing of the past.

The first report of schools is recorded in 1840. Number of

scholars, 92 in summer, 143 in winter. Length of schools : in

summer, 11 months; in winter, 10 3-4 months. ''Number of

teachers : in summer, 4 females ; in winter, 4 males." Average

wages per month, including board : females, 19.50 ; males, #24.

The school year was divided into two terms at this time, but

later, as the terms Avere lengthened, it became the custom to

have three, which is the present arrangement. The schools

have now grown considerably smaller. The district system,

whicli had prevailed so long, was abolislied Fc])niary 28, L^fJT,
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by vote of the town. The Supeiiiiteii(liiig School Committee first

received pay for their services in 1842. Their recorded reports

at tills time are full of interest. We give a sentence from the

re})ort of 1842, earnest and to the })oint : *' Young men can

parse or analyze sentences with a great deal of skill when they

leave school, but it is very rare that you can lind one that has

confidence enough in his own abilities to compose a piece of

reasoning and recite it before an audience." One report, in

1846, so brief we beg leave to give it entire, is as follows:

•^ Your committee wonld re})ort tliat in their o])inion the schools,

with one or two exceptions, have been wisely and judicionsly

managed the past year.'' The annual re[)ort Avas first printed

in 1858. In 1848 two school libraries were established, and

the following year a sum of money was appropriated to carry

on the good work. In 1842 the work of erecting school-

buildings Avas again entered upon by the Northeast District,

whicli event called forth the following from the School Com-

mittee :
'' Y'^our committee hail with joy the erection of a new

school-house in town, after the lapse of about half a century, a

period when a school-house might have some good claims to

exemption from further service."' Some time later the other

districts followed suit, and from that time forward the houses

have been rebuilt— Xos. 1 and 2 sometime from 1852 to 1857,

No. 4 in 1868, and No. 8 in 1870 — or repaired as was tliought

necessary, until at the present time there is a comfortable

school-building in each of the four quarters of the tOAvn. Only

five of Boxborough's young men have received a college educa-

tion. Two sons of Rev. Joseph Willard, the first pastor,

graduated at Harvard in 1793 and 1809, Mr. J. (^uincy

Hayward at Amherst, in 1882, and Mr. Charles H. Conant,

Dartmouth, 1871, bar in 1878. Mr. Conant has been a lawyer

in l^owell for quite a number of years. Mr. I). Boutwell Veasie

completed a college course at ^Vorcester, Ohio, and afterwards

studied law.
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CHAPTEU IV

K("("Li:siASTI("AL ("HUnCH OUOANIZED FIRST PASTOIJ

INSTALLATION THE SERMON MR. WILLAKD CON-

TKOVERSY KEY. AARON PICIv?:T.

As stated in our opening paragraph, the old Harvard meeting-

house Avas purchased in 1775. The okl volume, which

contains all the account that is left to us of these early days,

bears on the fly-leaf this inscription: ''Record Book. The

Gift of Bennet Wood to the Society Building a Meeting-

House in Xorth-westerly part of Stow. Littleton, August --^l,

1776." Religion was the primary cause of the union of the

people on tlie outskirts of these three towns. The}^ ])anded

themselves together for convenience in public worship, and

thus the '' New Society " was formed, which afterwards became

lirst the district and then the town. The religious phase of

her history is the essential element of all her history ; for

religion was the fundamental principle— the foundation — on

wdiich the toAvn was Imilt. For almost half a century the

town a:id the parish were identical, and her history in this

connection is not only valuable to us who now study it, but it

is full of interest also. Our Puritan ancestors recognized then,

as we do now, in what the true pu])lic good consisted, and

the}' sought to place on their hill, as their initial act, that in

which all their thoughts and deeds should centre,— the church

of the living God. The town meeting and the paiish

meeting Avere one for a long time, and for a still longer period,

more than half a centuiy even, after the separation of town

and iiarisli business, tlic town-meetings wei'c lield in the
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iiieL'tiiig-house. Questions concerning the church iind cliurch

affairs were made the annual business of the town.

In the warrant for the second meeting, held in April, 1783,

was this article : " To see if the Town will grant money to hire

Preacliing, or act anything Relating the same they sliall think

Proper or choose a committee to do so ;" and they voted to

liire preaching, agreed upon the sum of forty pounds for tliat

purpose, and chose a committee of three to hire it ; viz., Bennet

Wood, (Oliver Taylor and Moses Whitcomb. September 22,

1788, we read this unique article in town Avarrant : "To see if

the Town will Take an}- measures for to Regulate Singing on

the Lord's Day or apoint Quiristers for the same." And the}'

" voted to choose four Quiristers as followeth." Even seven

years before, in 1776, the good people were not unmindful of

this phase of public worship, for they " voted and cliose Abel

Fletcher, Abel Whitcomb and Jonathan Patch to tune the

Psalms." In 1796 the town " voted that Dr. Belknap's Books

should be used in the Congregation of Boxborough in the

Room of Dr. Watt's Books." It seems the town voted also

Avhere a person should sit in church, for, the same 3'ear, it

^' voted and seated Ens. Samuel Wetherbee in the fore-seat

below, and Samuel Draper in the fore-seat of the side gallery
;"

in 1792, "Voted that the Dr. sit in the fore-seat of tlie front;"

apparently as a mark of respect to those gentlemen. Deacons'

seats were also provided. In 1798 the same authority "Voted

that the Methodist preacher may preach in the meeting-

liouse in said Boxborough on the Aveek-days, during the

town's pleasure, l)ut not to molest or interrupt the Rev. Mr.

Joseph Willard Avhen he shall appoint any lecture or time

to preach in said meeting-house at his pleasure." The town-

meeting voted the taxes for the payment of the minister, for, a

month later, that body " voted not to have the persons that

have dogs taxed for their dogs polls, and voted to tax all

persons to the minister's Rate agreeable to the Constitution."

Sometimes a person Avislied to attend church out of town, and

then he was released from his minister's rate in town upon

In-inging certificate from tlie clerk of the neigld)oring town.
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stating that lie worshipped with some other church, and paid

his dues there. The town r()r[)orate evidenced in all her

proceedings her desire to do everything according to lighteous-

ness and justice, and she was no less careful to bring her

citizens up to the same standard.

It appears that the church was in an untinislied state at the

time of the incor[)oration of tlie district, for, Oct. 27, 1788, it

was voted ** to sell the Pue ground in the meeting-house beh^w,

and take the money to tinish the house.'' It took several

town-meetings to settle the business, but it was finally decided

that " the persons that purchase the Pue ground build the

pews on their own cost, and take them for their Seates for them-

selves and families in the Meeting-house until they Sell or

Dispose of the same." The ground-plan was for twenty-two

pews, and when they Avere sold it was '' voted that the tirst

twenty-two highest payers have the first offer of the Pews as is

Dignified and Prized according to their pay, and voted that

the highest pew be offered unto the Highest Payer, giving him

or them the choice of that or any other Pew they or he Likes

Better at the Same Price, and if the first twenty-two highest

Refuse to take the Pews, then they are to be offered to the

next twenty-two highest payers, and so on in propoi-tion till

all have had the offer if Need be." Again, in 1786 and

1795, votes were passed " to seat meeting-house according to

age and pay." These items would seem to show that

deference to property is not confined to our o\\^n time, but Avas

also a characteristic of bygone days.

The church was organized the 29th of April, 1784, and it

was voted to have the house finished the following November.

The 18th of that month the town '' voted to concur with the

church of Boxborough in giving Mr. Joseph Willard a call to

settle with them as a Gospel Minister in s^ town." Tliey also

discussed the subject of salary as to *' what tliey should give

the Kev. Mr. Willaixl for encouragement ;
" voted '' to think

about it " and, finally, after various meetings to settle the busi-

ness, Dec. 27, they voted ''not to give Rev. Mr. Willard half-

pay so long as he indureth his natural life, l)ut to pay the Rev.
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Mr. J<)se})li Willaid £75 of money aiiinially. in silver money,

at six sliillino's, eight })ence per ounce, and lind twenty eords

of wood for his tiie annnally, so h)n^- as tlie Uev. Mr. Willard

shall supply the Pulpit in said town of lioxborongh and no

longer.'" The furnishing of the wood was let out to the lowest

bidder annually. Another quaintly-worded article in warrant

this year read as follows :
** I'o see if the Town will Sell the

two hind Seats Below on the men's and women's Sjde and Let

them be cut up for Pews, and get the outside of the meeting-

house Painted Avith the money.''

They voted to install Mr. Willard, Nov. 2, 1785. Mr.

Willard was born in (irafton, jVIass., and graduated at Harvard

College in 1765. He w^as called to Bedford,* April 19, 1769,

where he served as pastor for nearly fourteen years. December

4, 1782, his connection w4th the society was dissolved at his

own request, by the unanimous advice of a council, on account

of the broken state of the societ3^ He then received his call

and was installed over the District of Boxborough. The follow-

ing eight churches were invited to join in the installation

services : Grafton, Harvard, first and second churches Beading,

Stow, Xorthboro', Littleton, and Acton. Rev. Jonathan Newell,

of Stow, offered the opening prayer; He v. Caleb Prentice, of

the first church in Reading, preached the sermon from 2 Cor.,

1st chapter and 24th verse, — " Xot for that w^e have dominion

over your faith, but are helpers of your joy." We quote from

this sermon — wdiich was printed at Worcester, in 1786, and a

copy of which is in possession of Miss M. B. Priest of this

town — the following extracts :
—

*^ The great business of Gos[)el ^linisters, is, to l)e helpers of

the joy of their fellow-men, to promote their well-being and

felicity, both in the present and futui'e world P^ver}'

man has a natural, unalienable right, to think, judge, and

believe for himself, in matters of religion. And every Christian

is bound to maintain this right for himself, and tt) support

others in the enjoyment of it. If one Christian usurps dominion

over another's faith, he assumes a power that does not belong

*For "Bedford" read " Mendon."
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to liini, and may with propriety be addressed after this manner
— Who tnade thee to be a rider and judge over others in this

matter? Who art thou that judgest another mans servant? To

his own master he standeth or falletli, to whom ahjne lie is

acconntahle Ministers must preach the Word^ more

especially the (iospel of Jesus Christ, which reyeals the mind

and will of the Lord, and points out to men the path of duty

and way to happiness. .... We must instruct our hearers

in that useful branch of science, the true knowledge of them-

selves — the end of their existence— their mortal and immoital

nature — and their relation to a future, eternal world

The terrours of the law must be thundered forth, to engage

sinners to repentance and to bring them to Christ An
essential part of Ministerial duty consists, in preaching Christ

as a Sayiour to men. We must proclaim to men the glad

tidings of salyation by the Son of God, the jNIediator of the

new coyenant, and make known the mercy and grace of

God to sinners, through Jesus Christ, teaching them the

way to obtain forgiyeness of sin and eternal life, through the

Son of God."'

Rey. Eben Grosyenor offered prayer ; Key. Eliab Stone, of

the second church in Reading, gaye the charge to the pastor

;

Rey. Peter Whitney, of Northborough, gaye the charge to the

people, and Rey. Moses Adams, of Acton, offered the closing

prayer. The whole number of persons belonging to the church

at its organization, and admitted afterward during Mr. Willard's

pastorate, ^yas 144; number of persons baptized, 265; number

of marriages, 109 ; number of deaths, 188. After a pastorate

of nearly forty years, by request of the people, in December,

1823, Mr. Willard resigned his position as pastor of the church,

when just at the close of his eighty-second year. He resided

at the parsonage, the house now owned and occupied by ]\Ir.

Jerome Priest, until his death, in September, 1828.

We know but little of him who closed his earthly career

here more than sixty years ago. We are informed that he fitted

a great many .young men for college, that he was himself a

graduate of Harvard, and we judge that he was a man of
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educalion and ciilturo,— a faithful worker, leading and direct-

ino' tlu' nt'w lv-(»ioaiii/A'(l church, revered, loved and trusted by

tlicui foi- upwards of lialf a century, and tliat his labors, though

ex})endcd among these country liills, were not in vain.

In 1815 the (question of buihliug a new meeting-house or

of repairing the old began to agitate the jjeople. During tlie

next three years many meetings were held, at which various

measures were suggested, voted upon, and then reconsidered.

At length, in ^lay. 1810, a vote was passed ^'to leave it to a

committee to determine whetlier the town shall repair old

meeting-house or buihl a new one, and if in the opinion of said

committee the Town shall build a new Meeting-house, they

shall appoint the place where to set it." And they chose

Augustus Tower, Esq. of Stow, John Kobins, Esq. of Acton,

and Jonathan Sawyer, a committee for that purpose. The hill

on which tlie old church stood was quite a little distance west

of the centre, and so the peoi)le of the east part of the town

wislied not only to build a new house, but to have it placed

nearer the actual centre. According to the records, the con-

troversy grew stronger, for the said committee having performed

their duty and brought in tlie report '' that in their opinion it

would not be for the interest of the town to repair the old, but

to build new, and on spot southerly of Mr. Phinehas Wether-

bee's dwelling-house " — a site quite near the actual centre—
it was voted ^' not to accept the report '* and ^' not to reconsider

the last vote to repair." At a November meeting a petition

was presented, signed b}- twenty-three residents of the east

part of the town, asking, ^^ Eirst, for a new^ meeting-house;

second, that it be placed on or near site appointed by the com-

mittee of reference ; and if not, third, to see if the town will

vote that the subscribers be discharged fi-om Boxborough that

they may go to the original Towns from which they were

taken." The town was not ready as a Avhole to yield the

ground on the question of a new meeting-house, nor did they

wish to lose any of theii- citizens, so they voted ^^ to pass over

the article." Efforts were made from time to time to bring-

about a better state of feeling between the parties, but the new
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house was not built until years after (in ISofJ), neitlier were

there repairs made to any extent.

After Mr. WillarcVs resignation, when the Rev. Aaron
Picket came to be their next minister, the manner of proced-

ure was changed. The amendment to the Constitution discon-

necting Church and State was not passed until November,

1888, but the town-meeting no longer granted the minister's

salary, or auctioned off his twenty cords of wood to the lowest

bidder. Mr. Jacket came in 1826 upon a vote of the town ^^to

hire him for one year after the mone}^ that is already raised is

expended to preach for them in Boxborough, provided he will

stay and they can get money enough to paj^ him." A division

similar to that which occurred in so many churches at about

that time was imminent now. In 1828 they "voted to let

each denomination have the meeting-house their proportionable

part of the time according to the valuation," and they chose a

committee, in which each denomination was represented, "to

la}^ out the money." But from later records it seems probable

that tlie money was raised not b}^ assessment, but by sub-

scription.
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CHAPTER V.

SEPAIJATIOX — NEW SOCIETY KEV. .JAMES R. CUSHIXG

NEW CIUIJCH PASTORS — THE FIRST PARISH METH-

ODIST CHURCH STATISTICS — CENTENNIAL TOWN

OFFICERS.

The separation came at last in 1829, when the church desired

to call the Rev. James R. Gushing of the Theological Seminary,

Bangor, Me., to the pastorate, to which action the parish raised

opposition. The ground of difference was in religious belief.

And so, Ma}^ 20, the church met and voted '' That having

failed to secure the concurrence of the 1st Parish in inviting

Mr. Gushing to l)ecome our Religious Teacher we proceed to

take the steps prescribed by law to form a New Society whose

members Avill concur with us in taking the necessary measures

to secure to this church tlie pastoral labors of Mr. Gushing."

Immediately the society, called the ^^Evangelical Gongrega-

tional Society in the District of Boxborough," was legally

formed, and having '^ concurred " with the church, a call was

at once extended to Mr. Gushing; and the ''solemnities " of

ordination were performed under an ancient elm near the old

meeting-house, Aug. 12, 1829. They built their church on its

present site, at the junction of the highways, where the Stow

road crosses the old turn-pike, a little south-east of the centre,

near which a comfortable parsonage now stands, a point con-

venient of access fiom all parts of the town. It was '^ dedicated

to the worship of God " Feb. 6, 1838. A sketch of those who

have been connected with the church as pastors may not be

uninteresting. Mr. Gushing was dismissed at his own request,
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to become agent for iLe American Bible and Tract Society,

June 12, 1888. He was one of tbe Superintending School

Committee for three years.

Jan. 13, 1834, the church and society voted unanimously

to give Rev. Joseph Warren Cross a call to the pastorate.

]\lr. Cross accepted the call and was ordained the first day of

the following October. This connection of pastor and people

was dissolved Xov. 13, 1839, by his own request. He served

on the School Board in 1838. He is still living — at the

advanced age of eighty— in West Boylston, Mass. He
retired from the ministry a number of years ago. During his

stay in Boxborough he taught a private school in a Imilding

erected for the purpose, nearly opposite the new church, and

which was also used as a vestry. The building is now a part

of Mr. Hayden's barn.

Rev. James D. Farnsworth accepted the pastoral care of the

church Xov. 28, 18-41, and was installed Jan. 6, 1842. This

connection was severed in 1847. He was a member of the

Superintending School Committee in 1842 and 1844, served as

one of the assessors for two consecutive years and was active in

all that pertained to the well-being of the town.

A part of the time from 1847 to 1851 the church Avas

supplied by Rev. Islv. Crossman, a young Wesleyan divine,

who, in connection with his pulpit duties, performed those of

teacher in No. 4 District for two consecutive winters. Rev.

iVfr. Gannett preached in 1851-52, and Rev. Leonard Luce

became the acting pastor from 1853 to 1858. During his

ministrations the greatest revival the church lias ever known
was enjoyed. He died in Westford a number of years ago at

the ripe age of eighty-five years.

Rev. James PL Fitts, a young man and a native of New
IIam})shire, commenced his labors as acting pastor of tlie

cliur(^h Sept. 5, 1858, and continued his connection with it for

nearly four years ; then, having received a call to the church

in West Boylston, Mass., he preached his farewell sermon

July 27, 1802, and accepted the call^to that place.
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Kev. (Jeorge X. Mardcu was ordained to the pastoral office

Oct. 2. 1862, and dissolved his relationship with the church in

April, 1865. He was a fine scholar, as his sermons testified.

lie is now connected witli a college at Colorado Springs, Col.

The following November Kev. Amos Ilolhrook, of Milford,

Mass., commenced his lal)ors as acting pastor and closed them

Sept. 1, 1868, He had neither seminary education nor theo-

logical training, but he was a well-educated man, having held

the position of principal of a school in ]\Iilford previous to his

pastorate in Boxborough. It was during his stay, and owing

partly to his influence, that the present parsonage was Ijuilt.

Feb. 11, 1869, Rev. Daniel McClenning came, but removed

to Hanover, N. H., Apr. 30, 1873. Socially he was a perfect

gentleman and very agreeable in manner, but his style of

preaching was censorious and severe. He was of Scotch ances-

try and his birth-place was in Littleton. He died five or six

years ago.

Kev. John Wood supplied the pulpit from Oct. 26, 1873,

until Feb. 28, 1875. He was possessed of good preaching

ability and quite a number of persons Avere brought into the

church in connection with his labors. He ^vas a resident of

Wellesley, Mass., at this time, and came to his charge each

week. He is more than eighty years of age and is living in

Fitchburg, Mass., at the present time.

After the close of Mr. Wood's pastorate the church was

supi)lied by Revs. Wood, Robie, Wells and others until the

first of April, 1876, when Rev. Nathan Thompson began his

labors in Boxborough, continuing them until August, 1881.

During his pastorate, in 1880, the church Avas thoroughly

repaired, a vestrj^ placed beneath audience-room, and the whole

fitted up neatly and conveniently, so that, at the present time,

it is Avell adapted to the Avants of the people. Mv. Thompson

took an active interest in toAvn affairs— the Lyceum, the Far-

mer's Clul), the schools, of Avhich he was superintendent. He

Avas a man of lovely character and very popular as a toAvnsman.

Previous to coming to Boxl)orough he had been a home
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missionary in Colorado for ten years, and he left the chnrch

here to become prineipal of Lawrence Academy, (iroton, Mass.

From (u-oton, he went to Elgin, 111., where he remained

several years as princi^jal of an academy, but at the present

time is residing with his family in lialtimore, ]\Id.

Nov. 6, 1881, a call was extended to Rev. William Li'onard,

who labored with the church until April, 1884, when he

removed to Barnstable, Mass. He was of English parentage.

I quote a sentence from his centennial speech whieh seems to

be characteristic of the man :
'' I preacli what I believe and

believe what I preach, and no man shall depi'ive me t)f this

liberty."

Rev. George Dustan, of Peterboro, X. H., came to the

church Dec. 1, 1884, and severed his connection with it the

last of February, 1887, to take charge of the Orphan Asylum,

Hartford, Conn. He had been pastor of the church in Peter-

boro for a period of twenty-five years. He a\ as interested in

town affairs, superintendent of schools, a member of the Grange

and a very good preacher.

Rev. George A. Perkins, the present pastor, began his

labors with the church in Boxborough April 1, 1887. Mr.

Perkins was a missionary in Turkey for a number of years.

He is a faithful pastor and preacher.

The First Parish continued their Sabbatli services a i)art

of the time for several years after tlie division of 1829, and

then they were discontinued, and the organization finally

became extinct. Other things of public interest, as the store,

post-office, blacksmith and wagon-shop, etc., have disappeared

from their wonted places on the hill, but the church, though

in a different location,— through the earnest, continued efforts

of her members, — still lives. Orthodox and Universalist

meet and part and take eacli other by the hand, yet the old

differences seem not A\holly forgotten, the old scai'S not

entirely obliterated. Time may accomplish what willing

hearts cannot, and in the not far distant future the l^niversal

Church, within whose fold all may work together in the ser-

vice of our connnon J^ord, haply shall spread its joyful wings
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over all these peaceful liills and valU'vs. •• May the Lord

hasten it in His time.*"

Ill passino" wc would uiakc uu'iitiou of the Methodist

Chureh, which was situated in the south-west part of the town

soinethino- like eighty years ago, and which existed until 1S48.

I savin the south-west part of the town, but the building —
although the intention was to build on Harvard ground— wa.

really erected on the boundary line between Boxborough

and Harvard, owing to uncertainty with regard to the exact

location of said boundary. It was a small building painted

red, and contiguous to it was a noble spreading oak. An

amusing anecdote of this old house of worship is related by

one of the older residents, who remembers the building well.

A wayfarer passing along the Boxborough highway one after-

noon inquired of a citizen Avhom he met the \\d.y to the old

meeting-house. '' O, go right along until you come to a little

red house tied to an oak tree ; that 's the ^Methodist church,''

replied the person accosted, with more celerity than reverence.

Although there was more or less Wesleyan preaching for

several years, there waj no preaching by ap[)ointment of the

Conference after lv843. Some of the members transferred their

church relationship) to Harvard, others to the Congregational

church in Boxborough, and others to surrounding towns ;
and

finally, some year3 later, the church building was burned. The

old oak still stands to nrirk the spot.

There are two oro-anizations in which the farmers are

l)anded together for improvement, and discussion of matters of

interest,— the Farmer's Club and the Grange. The Farmer's

Club has had its existence for something less than twenty

years ; the Change has been organized only four years, yet it

seenm to be in successful operation and doing a good work.

We quote a few items, interesting by com})arison with the

present time, from " Statistical Information relating to certain

Branches of Industry in Massachusetts for I800," by the

Secretary of the Commonwealth, Francis DeWitt: ^'Box-

borough— Value of Railroad cars, etc., m'd., ¥oOO ; cap.,

>i<1000. Boots of all kinds m'd 250 pairs ; shoes of all kinds
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m'(l.,4j)0() pairs; valueof Ixjots and sliot'8, y40(MI. ('liar-

coal luM.. 8,500 busli. : val. of same, #525. Butter, 18,H40.

ll)s. : val. of l)utter, •v8,41(L Hops, 14 1-2 acres: liops per

acie, TOO lbs. : val., •ii<255H. C'rauberries, 21 acres: val., ¥512."

A report of this kind of the present date would probably eon-

tain few or none of these items. No business except that of

ordinary farming has obtained a foothold for a number of yeai-s.

A city gentleman was recently excusing himself to one of our

citizens on whom he made a business call for his lack of the

knowledge of grammnr. " 1 have a good business education;

but I do not know much about gi'ammai-,** said he. '' The
people of IJoxborough might as well study grammar as not

;

there is nothing else to do," replied the host. Perhaps tliis

anecdote somewhat exaggerates the situation, but we can gain

an idea from it.

Boxborough celebrated her centennial anniversary, Feb. 24,

1888, 'Mil the old meeting-house on the hill.** The exercises

throughout day and evening were interesting and enjoyable.

Mr. F. P. Knowlton of Littleton gave an address, •* Reminis-

cences," Rev. Nathan Thom})son, a former pastor in the town,

delivered tlie '' Historical Address, " and Mrs. G. F. Conant

the " Ontennial Poem." Mrs. M. E. Burroughs contributed

the " Closing Hymn." After-dinner speeches, full of the

" early days " by present and former townsmen, with readings

by Mr. F. H. Pope of Leominster, and music, made up the

[)rogramme. An account of tlie i)]"oceedings of this ^' day of

ennol)ling retros})ection and glad reunion ** was afterwards

pul)lislied in pamphlet form, b}' the town.

The following are the town officers for the present year,

18t>l : Mr. A. Littlefield, N. E. Whitcomb, J. H. Whitcoml»,

Selectmen and Assessors; D. W. Cobleigh, Treasurer; (leorge

F. Keyes, Town Clerk ; J. F. Hay ward. Auditor: W. H. Fur-

bush, N. E. Whitcomb, J. Warren Hayward, Road Commis-
sioners : C. H. Blanchard, Lewis W. Richardson, Frank Wliit-

coml), A. M. Whitcomb, S. P. Dodge, S. B. Hager, School

Committee; Frank A. Patch, Superintendent of Schools; C. T.

Wetherbee, Constable and Collector.
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CHAPTER VT.

GEOLOGY— FLORA — FAUNA.

GEOLOGY.

An interesting landscape feature of the town is Ilidge Hill,

an elevation of land very steep and narrow which exteYids about

one lialf mile in a nearly direct line through lands of Messrs.

N. Wetherbee, S. Hoar, B. 8. Hager, and J. H. Orendorff, and

tinally merges itself in the adjoining liills. It is flanked on one

side for a short distance by Muddy Pond and on tlie other by

Beaver Brook. The soil is of coarse gravel and supports a

growth of all kinds of trees, the whole ridge, with the exception

of a few acres, being woodland. A narrow road or cart-path

runs along the crest— which resembles a railroad bed— almost

the entire length of the elevation.

As Ave wander tlirough the fields, over the hills and along

the valleys, and place our feet upon one rocky stratum and

another, we are led to exclaim (with the disciple of old and

Avitli all reverence), ^^ What manner of stones are here?"

Whence came this formation? How far extend? Of what

consist? Go into the cave or the quarry. Stand l^eneath the

rocky dome, and while Avondering at the Avork of man gaze

with awe upon the creation of God.

Scientists teach that the earth Avas once a l)all of gaseous

matter changed by cooling and contraction first to a liquid

form, then by continued cooling and contraction forming a thin

granite crust. The melted interior broke through this crust

and spread over the surface. This cooled and the crust increased

in thickness, so that the melted interior broke through only in

thin places. Particles of the surrounding atmosphere fell upon
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the crust. Steam was condensed and formed clouds ; clouds

were consolidated and deluged the earth with torrents of rain.

'V\\v melted interior sni-facc cooUmI still fartlicr and formed a

solid crust. I'nder the inHuence of chemical action disinteura-

tion took place. The coolin^- earth hecame smaller, the crust

wrinkled and folded and our mountain ranges appeared. Water
washed off particles of these prominences and deposited them
in la3'ers on the hed of the oceans, and thus secondary rocks

were formed. AW> lind strata of these rocks on the earth's

surface extending thousands of feet in thickness. As the earth

still farther cooled, the crumpled, outer crust broke, and those

once horizontal strata were upheaved and inclined at all angles,

finally rising above the surface of the sea. The rocky ledges

of our hills, the rough jutting crags in our pastures, our now
unused quarries, are doubtless of these and sulxsequent forma-

tions.

The rocks of Boxborough are mainly limestone with its var}^-

ing shades and degrees of texture
; gneiss ; common, scienitic and

other coarse granites. Limestone is found in quite large quan-

tities in the northeast part of the town toward Littleton, and

some years ago the business of lime-lnirning was made quite

prominent. The old kiln and quarry may still l)e seen upon

the D. W. Cobleigh farm.

IMagnesian limestone, found here, is used in the manufacture

of Epsom salts or sulphate of magnesia.

Quartz, the most common mineral of our rocks and abound-

ing in those of all ages, is the hardest of minerals, its durability

being its greatest (piality. Some tine specimens have been

found in this neighlxuiiood, of various kinds and coloi's. The
smooth, uniformly colored stones of the pebble-bank, white,

Ijrown, yellow or black, are mostly quartz. Erosion wears out

the softei- materials and leaves the hard (juarlz constituents

behind.

Feldspar or OtJioelase, a very connnon mineial found in

granite, is also abundant. It is the most connnon of the sili-

cates. Our varieties are white, gray, and Hesh-ied in color.

Green is also common. It is easily mistaken for quartz, and
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although not (|uite so hard a luineral, is yet too hard to he

scratched witli a knife. It l)reaks witli a hriglit even surface—
hrillianl in llie sunshine — in out' dirci-lion, and also in

another (hrection at right angh^s witli it l)ut not so easily,

while quartz has no cleavage. Crystallized feldspar occurs

in gneiss.

Mica is ohservable in greater or less degree in many of our

i-ocks— this mineral together with quartz and feldspar consti-

tuting common granite. It has a pearly lusti'e, and varies in

color, our varieties comprising white, black, and gray. It has

cleavage in laminae or plates, is elastic, tough and infusible.

Very large plates are found in N. H., and in Siberia plates

have been discovered over one yard in length. Mica, like

feldspar, contains the elements of silica and alumina ; the light-

colored variety has besides these, potash : and the black kind

contains magnesia and iron.

Black hornblende abounds in the sienitic granites and other

rocks. It resembles mica, but is a very brittle mineral and

cannot be split into leaves or scales with a knife point. It

makes tough rocks, and therefore the first part of the name,

horn : these heavy rocks look sometimes like an ore of iron and

from this fact comes the second syllable, Uende, a German word

meaning blind or deceitful. This mineral contains, besides

silica, iron, magnesia and lime.

Actinolite, a green variety of hornblende, is found in the

magnesian rocks.

Radiated Actinolite, olive green, consisting of collections

of coarse acicular fibers, also makes its appearance in the

limestone; and Asbestus, resembling the radiated, but

with more delicate fibers, may be found in the same kind of

rocks.

Purple Scapolite, resembling feldspar, but with a slight

fibrous appearance on cleavage surface, is especially common in

granular limestone. Some tine crystals are discoveral)le in

Boxborough. It occurs massive, as well.

Boltonite, from the limestone formation, of a greenish color,

is a variety of C'hrysolite.
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Apatite, oocurriiig in gneiss and oranular limestone, has

usually green, yellowish-green, bluish-green or gi'ayish-green,

crystals ; some line specimens are found in tliis locality.

(iarnets, cinnamon-colored crystals, transparent, occur in

gneiss and limestone.

Crystaline Augite occurs in Calcite Spar ; specks of Serpen-

tine, and Ciilcareous Spar, wine-yellow, in limestone.

Spinel, Petalite and other minei-als are also found.

FLORA.

There are al)out TO natural orders represented in the flora

of this town, the most important being the pine famil}^

(^coniferae).

White Pine (^Pinus strohis)^ with its awl-shaped leaves and

long, cylindrical hanging cones, is the largest.

Northern Pitch Pine (^Plmis 7^i(/ida), a stout tree with dark

green leaves and clustered ovate-conical cones, groA^s on sandy

soil.

Black or Double Spruce (^Ahtes nigra) is common in the

woods and swamps.

Hemlock Spruce (^Ahles Canadensis),— a large tree with

coarse wood, — with its gracefully spreading branches is found

on the hills.

Hackmatack, Tamarack or Bald Spruce (Lari.r Americana),

a slender tree with short pale leaves and small cones, is also a

native of the swamps.

Red Cedar (Junijjenfs Virginiana), is comparatively rare.

Juniper (^Junlperns comynunis) is common in rocky pastures.

Of the deciduous trees, the maple, a fast grower, with its

leafless Inunches in winter, full green foliage in summer
and gorgeous autumn tints, is a favorite. We have three

varieties

:

White or Silver Maple (Acer dasycarpum)^ a handsome tree

of the lowlands, with greenish a[)etalous flowers in earliest

spring, grows most commoidy along the banks of streams.

Red or Swamp Maple (Acer liahrani) has later scarlet,

crimson or yellow blossoms and is found in low grounds.
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l^oc'k t)i' Sun-ar Ma[>li'
(
Ai-er mrch<(i''mHin), valuahlc for

wood, timber and the siioar of its sap, tlie largest of the

species, here mainly takes tlie place of an ornanientid shade

tree.

Sweet, Black or Clierry l>ircli {Betuht Jenta) has tine

grained valnahle wood, spicy, aromatic leaves and hark, and is

seen everywhere.

American AVniite Birch (Betnla popuUfuIid), a graceftd tree,

the smallest of the l)irches, has glossy, triangular leaves and

prefers sterile soil.

Paper or Canoe Birch (^Befula papi/yar-ea) is not ver}^

common.

Yellow or Gray Birch (^Befula luteci) is frequently seen with

its silvery bark.

White Oak (^Qtiereus albcf)^ a large tree, — its edible fruit

produced annually and usuall}^ sweet-tasted,— flourishes in

rich soil.

Yellow or Graj^ Oak (Quercus prinns) inhal)its the same

localities as the former.

Red Oak (^Quereus r?//>rrt), with its coarse, reddisli wood, is

abundant.

Chestnut Oak (^Quereus primis) occasionally greets the e3'e.

Black Scrub and Swamp Oak (^Quen-ns Ulcif'oUa and

palustris^ are other varieties.

Elms ( Ulmus Americana and racemoHa)., well-known, large,

majestic trees, are used for shade in many places and common
everywhere.

Chestnut (^Casfanea Americana)., an inhabitant of the hills

and the woods, furnishes delicious nuts.

Butternut or White Walnut (^Jncjhtns cinerea)^ a medium-

sized tree with ricli oblong nuts, grows wild, also under culti-

vation.

Hickory (^Carya alia and j^orcina)^ furnishes, the first, tine

nuts; the second, those of an inferior quality. The first species

is rare.

Basswood ( THia Americana) is represented by a few scat-

tered specimens.
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White and lied Asli { Frti.rltnis A/ihr/<-<niti iuxl im/irscnis

)

rear their asli-o-ray hraiu lies and snmoih stidks in tlif t'u'lds .ind

roadsi(U's.

P()[)hir or .Vspen { Pujmlns trciini/olJts and ;/rinf/ii/itil'it'i)

are eonnnon to the \v(M)dhinds.

Cheri'v { /'noais srr<if'ni(i and \"ir;i'ni'i<iii<i.) w dd l»l;nk and

choke ehenv. ha\e Howers in racemes and small i'liiils lipmin^-

in summer and autumn.

Mountain Ash { I\iir}ix Anifricand) is planliMl tor oiiiamml.

A few trees whieh liave heen intro(hi(('<l fiom l-jir..|.r.

Asia or elsewhere, may l)e added, as: Loeust { Ruhiniit l*sru-

dacacia), Horse Chestnut ( ^Ks,-nh(s Hijfpocasfamon). Pialm of

Gilead (^Fopulusi caudinois), Thorn {Cratcegux fummfns,!).

Quince (^Cydonia vuhjari^^). Pear (Pi/rKs ,-<>nnintiiix). \\^\Av

{Pyrm malu^), Peach {Prium^ Persica). Phim { Pnums dn-

mei<ti('a), Cherry (Pnmns ccnisu.^ arid (iv'nnn). Mulhcrry

(3Ion(s alha), Lomhardy I'ophir {/^ojudus d/hi/ufa)^ White

Popkr (Popidm alba), Catalpa {CataJpa /x'l/nonioidrs) and

Apricot (Pr?//^?^s* Armenlaca}.

Hornheam ( Carjmius Americana ) resendJini;- IJeecli, witli

very hard wood, is rarely found.

Leverwood {Ostri/a Jln/inica) has hirch-likt' leaves and

grows on Ridge Hill.

Beech (^Fag7(i<ferru(/inea) is occasionally seen with its close,

smooth, light-gray hark.

Of s]iru])S may be mentioned :

—

Sha(l-l)ush (AlemaurJurr CanftdrHsis), so called hecausc il

covers itself witli white blossoms just when the shad ai)i>i'ar in

the rivers.

Hardback and Meadow Sweet {Spiraea fomrnfosa dwdsa/lri-

folia) with their red and white blossoms abound bv roadsides

and in old pastures.

High and low Blackberry (Rfdms rd/usas and CniadrHsis)

flourish along, thickets and fence-rows.

\{-dsi)heYvy (Bubu.^ i<frif/osN.s and onmh-ntalis) is connnoii

along field borders.
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Coiiit'l or DoL^wood {('orNHs) ot()W8 iVoni twelvt' to lliirty

feet in lieioht iiiid gladdens tlie eye with its profusion of

ereamy Mossonis. Several s})ecies.

Airow-wood (^llr/Hu-Kian) lias several s})eeies : Slieep-

Iterry ( K. L('Nf(((/o)^ Withe-rod ( V. nudum), and Doekmaekie

( l\ (Hu'rit'oHuni).

Under the Heath family ( Ericaceae) aie : The Kalniias

( Latifolla and anfim^tifoHa) Mountain and Sheep Laurel ; the

former with beautiful glossy leaves and rose or white flowers,

the latter with erimson puri)le blossoms in our })astures

;

.\zalea ( I7.svv>.s7/ ), very fragrant, with lovely white or rosy-

tinged elammy flowers in summer; lUiodora (^Canaden^U)

with rose-i)ink tlowers a[)pearing before the leaves in si)ring

;

]>lueberiT ( J^accinium Pen^ylvanlcum, Oanadense and corym-

hoKinu), the dwarf the earliest to ripen, and the swamp berry

common to low grounds ; Huckleberry ( (rrt^/?/s.sYfm< frondosa

and restin<>f<(i) with black and blue fruit flourishing in jjastures :

and the Cranberry (^Vacclntion inacrorarpon) which is found in

the meadows.

Sumach (^Rlna^) has three varieties, — Poison Ivy ( //. To.r--

codendroii) a pestiferous plant, climbing by rootlets over w^alks

and rocks or ascending trees ; Poison Dogwood ( R. venenata)

a virulent slirub in swampy ground and Smooth Sumach (^R.

Glabra) the common variety in old pastures.

Alder (^Alnus incana) hnds a place by roadsides and streams.

Willow (^Salix), several species, is abundant everywhere.

Sweet Fern (Comptonia asplenifolia) resembles a fern aiul

is aromatic.

AVitch Hazel (^HamameUi^ Vir</unc<() flowers late in

autunui, just as the leaves are about to fall.

Elder {Sandnfc}ix C(nt((densi!< and pubens) has black and

red fruit, and white fragrant blossoms.

Button Bush (^Cephalanthi(f< occidenfal'ni) ornaments the

holders of jjonds and streams, and has fragrant heads of Avhite

flowers in summer and autumn.

Barberry (
Berherix rul(/aris) with many-flowered yellow

racemes and red oblong Ijerries ; Lilac (^St/rittf/a rulyarts) pale
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violet and white ; Curmiit (7t/A('.s- nibnnn dnddumnn ) : (ioose-

berry {Ribei< Gnh^sularia and herteUum) ; Hose (Rosa) includ-

ing exotics, many species ; Fever or Spice Bush (LuuJerd

Benzoin); Hazel-nut (CaryluH Americana) ; Sassafras

( S. officinale) ; Gra[)e Vines ( Vitis) wild and cultivated ;

Woodbine or Virginia-Creeper ( A)njfel()jji<is t^ui/njiN'foUa)
;

Andromeda {ligustrina) ; Bush Honeysuckle {Liervilla

trijida) ; Choke Berry (Fyrua arhutifolia) ; Bittersweet

(^Celastrus seandens), and others, are native here.

The following herbaceous plants are indigenous : Violet

( Viola), 3'ellow, white, pansy and ])lue, many species ; Yellow

Bellwort {Cvalaria), several of the species Avith drooping

yellow flowers in spring; AVake Robin (^Trillium cernmim^)

with pure white petals also in spring ; Solomon's Seal (Poly-

j/onatum hiflorum)^ peduncles two flow^ered ; Blood-root

(^Sanyuinaria Canadensis)^ with beautiful white blossoms ;

Anemony or AVind Flower (^Anemone), several varieties with

frail white or purple tinted flowers ; Bluets (^Honstonia ewnilea^)

w4th light blue or white yellowish eyed corolla ; Saxifrage

(Saxifrat/a Virginiensis)^ blooming on ledges in early spring ;

AVild Columbine (Aquilegia Canadensis), with its nodding

scarlet and yellow flowers, also making its home on the rocks ;

Jack-in-the-pulpit (^Ariscema triphyllum)^ rearing its sturdy

form in moist places ; Water Lily (^Nympha^a odorata), very

fragrant, growing abundantly in ]\Iuddy Pond and other

waters ; Cardinal Flower (Lobelia rardinalis), by brooksides,

Avith brilliant deep red flowers in erect racemes ; Golden Rod

(^Solidaijo) many species, (lentian (Gentiana crinita) and

Asters, too numerous to mention, the last flowers to bid us

farewell in the autumn.*

* Herbaceous Plants according to families.

A dash — after the Latin name signifies many species.

Anemony {Anemone) several species. Virgin's Bower {Clematis). Meadow Rue {Thalic-

trtim). Crowfoot, Buttercup {Ranunculus —) . Yellow Pond Lily {Xufi/iar Advena).

Pitcher Plant {Sarraccnta purpurea). Celandine {Chelidonium \>najus). Bloodroot

{Sanguinaria Canadensis). Pale Corydalis {Corydalis glauca). Mustard {Brassica— ).

Horse-radish {Nasturtiutn). Shepherd's Purse {Capsella). Violet {Viola—). Round-leaved

Swndutvi {Drosera roinndi/olia). Frostweed {Helianthemum Canadense). St. John's-wort

{Hypericum—). Soapwort {Saponaria officinalis). Mouse-ear Chickweed {Cerastium

viscosum) . Common Starwort {Stellaria media). Sand Spurrey {Spcrgularia rubra).
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There are ahout 160 species in the Sedge Family (Cyper-

acece^^ and many of tliese grow in our low meadows and half-

reclaimed bogs.

The Grass Family (^Gramineo')^ a numerous one, has,

among others, the following representatives : Red Top, White
Top, Blue Joint, Orchard, Meadow, Spear, Wire, Fowl-

Meadow, Common Chess, Meadow-soft, Herd's, Crab or

Finger, Barn, AVitch, June, Hassock, Cut, Broad-leaved Panic,

and Tickle Grass.

Purslane {Portnlaca oleraccd). Mallow {Malva rotundifolia) . Indian Mallow {Abutilon-

Avkennac). Marsh Marigold (Crt////rt'). Gold-thread {Coptis). Columbine (Aqia'leg-ia Can-
adensis.) Water or Pond Lily {Nymphaa). Wood-sorrel {Oxalis strkta) . Spotted Cranes-
bill {Geranium maculatmn). Jewel-weed {Iinpatieiis pallida) . Fringed Polygala {Polygala
Paucifolia). 'Lwitxne. {Lupinus pcrennis). Svieei Clover {Melilotns alba). Treloil {Trifo-

lium—). Ground Nut. {Apios tuberosa) . Hog-pea.nut {Amp/iicarPc^ea monoica) . False
Indigo (Bapfisia) . Wild Senna {Cassia Marilandica) . Cinquefoil {Potentilla—) . Straw-
berry {Fragaria vesca). White Avens {Gctim Virginianiim) Agrimony {Agrimonia
Enpatoria). Saxifrage {Saxifraga Virginiensis and Petmsylvanica) . Willow Herb
{Epilobium angustifoliuvi and coloratum) . Evening Primrose {CEnot/iera—). Carrot
{Dajicus Carota). Caraway. {Cartim Carvi). Cleavers {Galium asPrellum) . Bunch
Berry {Comas Canadensis). Partridge Berry {Mitchella repeats). Bluets {Houstonia
cctriilea). Artichoke {Cynara Scolytnus). Thistle {Cirsiiim—) . Burdock {Lappa
officinalis). Roman Wormwood {Ambrosia artemisiccfolid). Common Wormwood
(A. Absint/iitim). Tansy {Tanacetutn viilgare) . Immortelle {Autennaria margaritacea).
Everlasting {Gnaphalium—) Thoroughwort {Eupatorium pcrfoliattim and pitrpurciim)

_

Golden Ragwort {Senccio aureus) . Golden Rod {Solidago—) . Starwort {Aster—) . Yarrow
{Achillea Millefoliuvi) . Mayweed {Maruta Cotula). Oxeye Daisy {Leiicanthcunan viilgare).

Ox-eye {Heliopsis). Bur-Marigold {Bideus frondosa and chrysanthemoides). Chicory
{Cichoriuvi hitybus). Hawkbit {Leontodon aidiimuale) . Dandelion {Taraxacum Dcns-
leonis). Wild Lettuce {Lactuca Canadensis). Blue Lettuce {Miilgedium leiuophceum).

l.oheli2i {Lobelia—). Marsh Bellflower {CatnpaJiula apariuoides). Venus's Looking-glass
{Specularia perfoliata) . Asparagus {officinalis). Checkerberry {Gaultheria procuinbens)

.

Wintergreen {Pyrola elliptica) . Pipsissewa {Chimaphila umbcllata) . Plantain {Plantago
major). Loosestrife {Lysi7nachia—). Mullein {Verbascujn Thapsus). Speedwell {Veron-
ica officinalis). Cow wheat {Melampyrum americanuifi) . Foxglove {Gerardia pedicularia)

.

Balmony {Chelone glabra) . Wood Beiony {Pedicularis Catiadensis). Venstemon {Ynpbes-
cens). Painted Cup {Castilleia coccinea) . S-pearmint {Meut/iaviridis). Heal-all {Brunella
vulgaris). Motherwort {Leonurtis Cardiaca.) Bindweed {Convolvulus arveusis) . Bracted
Bindweed {Calystegia sepinni). Bittersweet {Solatiicm Dulcamara^ Fringed Gentian
{Gentiana crinita) . Milkweed {Asclepias—) . Dogbane {Apocynu?n androsaemifoliam).
Garget {Phytolacca decandra) . Pigweed {Amarantus retrofleXus). Knotweed {Polygo-

num—). Khxibaxb {Rheum Rhaponticum). Dock, Sorrel {Rumex—) . Settle {Urtica—)

.

Hop {Humulus Lupulus) . Water Arum {Calla palustris) . Skunk Cabbage {Symplocarpiis
fcetidus). Sweet Flag {Acorus Calamus). Cat-tail Flag {Typha latifolia) . Arrow-head
{Sagittaria variabilis). Pickerel-weed {Pontederia cordata) . Orchis {Habeuaria Jimbriata
and psycodes). Ladies' Tresses {Spiranthes certiua) . Rattlesnake Plantain {Goodyera
r^/^«j). 'Arethusa bulbosa. Calopogon pulchellus. Pogonia. 'L.ady'i.SXip'per {Cypripediiim

acaule). Star-grass {Hypoxys erecta). Blue Flag {Iris versicolor). Blue-eyed Grass
{Sisyrinchium Bermiidiana) . Greenbrier {Smilax rotundifolia). Nodding Trillium
{cernuum). Bellwort {Uvularia Perfoliata and sessilifolia) . - False Solomon's Seal

{Smilacina bifalia and racemosa) . Solomon's Seal {Polygonatum biflormn). Lily {Lilium
Philadelphicujn and Canadense) . Rush {/uncus effusus.)
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Of Ciyptogamous plants the Horse-tail family (Fqidsefa-

cece) is represented by several species ; and of tlie Ferns
{Filiees) a large family, with their delicate or coarser fronds,

the following species may be mentioned : Common Polypody,

Maiden-hair, Common Brake, Spleenwort, Beech, Shield,

Ostrich, Sensitive, Cinnamon and Koyal or Buck's Horn Fern.

Club-moss (^Lycopodimii) flourishes in the trailing ever-

greens of our damp woods and hillsides.

Mosses and lichens of many varieties are abundant.

While the surface of the town is hilly and rocky, and the

soil not deep, yet her sunny slopes are very productive. The
hills are crowned with luxuriant orchards, and the pastures

and roadsides abound in grapes and berries. Apples, pears,

peaches, grapes, berries and vegetables are extensively culti-

vated for the Boston markets. Being only about twenty-seven

miles distant from that city, these products can be shipped

there, fresh, daily.

FAUNA.

Probably the Fauna of Boxborough is much the same as it

was a hundred years ago. We find at the present time : musk-
rat, with its cone-shaped meadow house ; mink, which inhabits

the streams and ponds ; the gray rabbit of the woods ; the gray

fox, and the sly, red fox, pest of our chicken yards ; the skunk
;

the wood-chuck, our burrowing friend, lover of green peas and
lettuce ; weasels, slender and agile ; squirrels, gray, red, (the

Indian chickaree), flying, striped or chip-munk ; the nimble

far-leaping deer-mouse ; shrew-mole and little, brown, star-nose

mole ; the bat, one species ; wharf-rat, which causes the common
black rat to disappear; the cunning fleld-mouse, and small

mouse ; and raccoon Avith its baby's foot-print.

The shooting of an eagle is a feat said to have been accom-

plished by one of the citizens in earlier days.

The folloAving birds remain Avith us through the winter

:

crow, chickadee, snow-bunting, blue jay, English sparrow, black

and white wood-pecker, quail and partridge.

In early spring, often in March, the blue-bird, robin, song-

sparrow, and blue snow-bird return from tlie Soutli. Later the
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red-wino-ed l)l;u'kl)ird, oold-fincli, i)Uiplo finch, phebe and bobo-

link make their appearance. Soon after, usnall}' coming nnder

cover of night, appears a host, and tlien, some fine morning we

are fairly awakened from onrslnmbers by ^' Nature's Hallelujah
"

going on just outside our windows. Brown thrushes, black-

birds, cuckoos, brilliant plumaged orioles, swallows, — barn,

chinniey and martin,— warblers,— yelhnv, black, and wliite, —
wrens, cat-birds, vireos, wood-cock, cedar or cherry l)irds,

whippoorwills, red-headed and downy wood-peckers, mourning

doves, herons, king-fishers, fire-l)irds, ducks, king-birds and tiny,

ruby-throated, humming birds, all conspire to make vocal the

passing hours. Hawks and owls, bringing destruction in their

path, make their appearance with the others, and northward in

spring, southward in autumn, with their peculiar note, flocks of

wild geese take their flight.

Among reptiles may l)e mentioned the tortoise ; black,

brown, green and striped snakes ; spotted adders ; lizards, and

toads and frogs of many varieties.

In the mid-summer and autumn, Avhen the songs of the

])irds are hushed, the cricket and katy-did make field and wood}-

copse resound with their weird music.

Trout, pickerel, horn-pouts and minnows inhabit tlie streams

and ponds.

Spiders and insects*, too numerous to mention, abound.

Some of them are pests and nuisances like the Colorado beetle,

while others, as the honeybee and butterfly, comlnne usefulness

and beauty.

To these may be added the vil)riones, l)acteria, l)acillii,

animalculae, and possil)ly that other microscopic family, the

protista, if these may be called animals.

Some of the insects : Beetles,— long-horned, water, whirling, flat-boring, snapping, death-

watch or ticking ; fire flies, Dorr bugs, rose bugs, weevils, cucumber bugs, squash bugs, grass-

hoppers and locusts or harvest flies, house and horse flies, dragon flies or devil's needles, saw

flies, mosquitos, aphides, ants, wasps, hornets, bees of various kinds, butterflies, moths,

caterpillars, cut-worms, canker worms, apple and meal worms.
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CHAPTER VII.

MTSCELLAXEOUS.

INDUSTRIES.

Sixty ^^ears ago or more coopering was quite an important

l)usiiiess. Lum])er was plenty, and beef, pork, fish and cider

barrels were manufactured in large quantities.

Cider-making Avas also extensively carried on in those days,

and almost every farmer was careful to store in the autumn a

goodly number of barrels of the enlivening beverage in his

cellar. It was customary not only to use it freely in the family

but also to " treat" with it at that time, and that one who was

dilatory enough to be the last of the family to appear in the

morning was doomed to be tapster. Something of the exces-

sive use of cider may be gleaned from the remark of a farmer

of this period who said, '' I put eighty barrels into my cellar

last fall, and I had them all washed out by the first of March."

Times have changed, and now there are very few Avho keep it

even for their own use.

After coopering came the hop-raising epoch, then the fruit

and dairy business flourisiied for a time, followed by the milk

and fruit business Avhich engrosses the attention of tlie farmers

at the present time. Small fruits have very recently become

im[)ortant. Most of the farmers are engaged in the production

of milk for the Boston market.

shoemakers' shops.

Fifty or sixty years ago shoemakers' shops miglit liave been

found in Boxborouoli whei'e the business was carried on to
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some extent. At Keul)eii lloiiolitoirs shoes were iniuiufactured

and live or six hands were emph)yed ; also at Samuel and

Nathaniel Mead's heli) was em[)loyed.

MILLS, SHOPS, MANUFAC'IORIES, ETC.

In the early days before the i-ailroad tliere was an oil mill,

Phinehas Stone, afterwards Benjamin Draper, proprietoi',

situated on Maurice Griffin's })lace. Later Reuben Draper

owned a wheelwright and blacksmith's shop, and Ephraim

Robbins, a grist mill, which he had built, — on the John

Griffin farm. The mill was afterwards owned by Stillman

Whitcomb, a brother of Peter Whitcomb who subsequently

came in possession of it. The mill interest was probably given

up about that time. There Avas also a wheelwright and black-

smith's shop on the hill for many years, occupied b}^ Geo. L.

Peters, — who was living then in Mr. Crouch's house which

he built, — and a blacksmith's shop on the spot where the

Orthodox parsonage now stands, in which Mr. Wheeler did

business.

A saw mill and a shingle mill once flourished above John-

Sherry's, on the brook flowing from the mill-pond situated

where now are the smooth green acres of Horse Meadow.

A comb factory existed at the Silas Hoar place for a good

many 3'ears, and at Charles Yeasie's, William Emmons had a

piano manufactory. Simon Draper had a shop for getting out

piano stuff on the hill. It stood on a spot between where Mr.

Lyman Mead's house and barn now stand.

Mr. Edmund Fletcher, living on the Littleheld farm, was a

pork-packer, and carried on his business at that place.

STORES.

Somewhere al^out 1830, before West Acton was, and when

the neighboring villages Avere in their infancy. Captain

Lyman Bigelow Avas proprietor of an old store on the hill,

situated Avhere Mi'. William Moore's carriage house now

stands. It Avas the largest one for miles around and Avas

patronized from far and near, citizens of Acton, Littleton and

Harvard coming to it to do their trading, hi those days it



was the custom— and Captain Bigelow's was no exrL*[)ih)n to

the rule — for first class country stores to keep, in addition to

a large variety of other articles, a goodly stock of licpiors, thus

doubtless increasing the number of their patrons.

Sometime before Captain Bigelow's proprietorshiji, Mr.

Goodenough kept store, and also Mr. Hapgood ; ]\Ir. llapgood

Avas killed hy the accidental discharge of a gun in his doorway,

and Ca|)tain Bigelow purchased the business, prol)ably keeping

the old stand for a short time. He afterwards built a new

store. Ca})tain Bigelow Avas succeeded in tlie mercantile

business l)y George B. Talbot, Lyman Waldo Bigelow,

William Pitt Brigham, E. B. Cobleigh, Lyman Mead (about

1854), and others, but the store Avas finally given up alx)ut

thirty-liA'e years ago. The ncAv store building situated on the

original site is now Mr. Moore's barn. The up})er floor of the

Iniilding in former days Avas used as a hall, and the old peo[)le

of today— the younger generation then— smile as they tell

you of tlie mail}" dances they have attended in it.

There Avas also a store for a short time, Avhere Mr. Braman

noAv lives, kept l)y ]Mr. Solomon Hager ; and another situated

in the corner of the pasture opposite the house Avhere the

Steele Brothers noAv reside, of Avhich Samuel HayAvard Avas

proprietor. These Avere both grocery stores simply, the latter

one doing business many years. Mr. HayAvard's store building

Avas finally removed to West Acton in 1845, Avhere it became

Mr. Faulkner's house.

woman's work and duties NOAV AND FIFTV VEARS AGO.

*' Forenoon and afternoon and night.

Forenoon and afternoon and night.

Forenoon and afternoon and— What I

The empty song repeats itself. No more?

Yea, this is life. Make this forenoon sublime
;

This afternoon a psalm ; this night a prayer,

And time is conquered and thy crown is won.''

If tlie idea advanced l)y the poet is correct then there is no

material difference betAveen Avoman's Avork and duties noAv and

fifty or a hundred years ago. We fill the Avhole time Avith Avork



64 Boxboroxr/h : a Neiv EnijUuid Town ami its People,

or duty of some kind, and as the poem lias it, tlie hours and

days, and years, repeat themselves, — and this is life. And yet

there are differences in some departments of woman's work and

duties of which we may speak. Fifty years ago our mothers

did not have as much sewing to do as do we, or at least they

were sufficiently sensible not to do so mueli. Said a lady—
one of our older citizens— in sj^eaking upon this sul^jject,

'^ Fifty years ago my mother hired a dress-maker for the day,

—

and I think the remuneration at that time was about seventy-

live cents, — and she cut and basted four dresses such as were

then worn, within that time, and did it all by hand, having no

help whatever in her work except what aid Avas rendered by

one member of the family in the way of basting on piping cord."

In this wonderful last decade of the nineteenth centur}^, the

average dress-maker requires the whole day, at the expense of

one dollar and a quarter or more, to cut and plan one dress,

and she inveigles all the ladies of the household into her work-

room, and keeps them supplied with folds, puffs, tucks, cuffs,

collars, etc., etc., besides calling to her assistance a New Home,

Hartford, or Wheeler and Wilson sewing-machine. Now we

do not wish to acknowledge that we are less active or energetic

— in other words, less smart— than our fore-mothers, and so

unable to do as much work in the same time, and therefore we

conclude and say they did not put as much work into a dress,

ordinarily, fifty years ago as they do today.

Half a century ago the women of the household Avere up

betimes setting and skimming milk, churning the cream, work-

ing and putting up butter, making cheese, washing pans and

pails, etc. Nowadays, a certain number of milk-cans are left at

the housewife's door each day to be washed and placed on the

rack to dry, and that is about all that most of us know of the dair}*

business. Fifty years ago, all the knitting for the household

was done by the women's active lingers. Now the greater part

of our family hosiery is obtained from the machine-knit products

of the dry-goods counter.

There was some weaving performed by the housewife hfty

years ago ; coarse fabrics, such as frocking, cheese and strainer-
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cloth, were woven in the household. Kven tliese ;ire now. —
as well as all other stuffs, — obtained from the factory

looms.

At the beginning of the last half century, the washer-

woman wearily turned and twisted and wrung the clothing

from tub to tub, until hands and wrists ached with the o[)era-

tion ; now, she quietly places the Eureka, or Universal, clothes-

wringer on the side of her tub, presses her liege lord into

service, finishes her washing betimes, and, comparatively

unwearied, goes out and plays a game of croquet or lawn-tennis

before dinner.

Fifty years ago the kitchen stove of a warm summer's day.

or any other day for that matter, might be seen covered witli

kettles, — kettles for meats, kettles for vegetables, kettles for

puddings, kettles for water ; in short, no end of kettles to be

lifted, cleaned and carried away, exhausting woman's time and

strenofth ; now, a three-storv steamer on one corner of the

range and a water-tank upon the back part of the same take

the place of all these inconveniences. Outdoor farming imple-

ments have improved in even greater ratio.

When the Lyceum first began in Boxborough, the gentle-

men, for the most part, took Avhatever active parts were taken

in it. One of the first questions for discussion was this:

" Resolved, that the rich man is more independent than the

poor man.'' Mr. Solomon Hager took the affirmative, and Mr.

Samuel i\lead the negative side of the question. Mr. Hager

won the argument. This little incident would show that

although woman's Avork and duties have changed somewhat

within the last fifty years, men's ideas have not, altogether, for

that question would doubtless be decided in just the same way

today. Beside the Lyceum, a half century ago, there were a

few balls, two or three spelling-schools, and perhaps a singing-

school to be attended. The programme for 1891 is something

like tliis : Eighteen or twenty regular (Grange meetings, twelve

or fifteen sociables, two or three Y. P. S. C. E. entertainments,

a dozen or so District Grangv) meetings, half a dozen Mission-

ary meetings, besides occasional gatherings of other kinds ;
and
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for these must be prepared, — a reading lor the (iraiige evening,

a recitation for the sociable, music for the Y. P. S. ('. K., a

rei)ort for tlie Missionary meeting, an essay for tlie District

Grange, etc., etc. These duties, — or sludl we call them simply

works?— take the time and the strength of the Avomen of

today, whereas fifty years ago they scarcely were called upon

for such work at all. These things, together with the duties

of the home circle, at the present time, make the life of woman

a very busy one. Tpda}^ there is hardly any occupation .or

profession of importance to which man aspires that woman may

not attain, if she be only willing to work for it. And those

Avomen who are at liberty to take such positions, no doubt

consider that in accepting them they are not only doing their

work but their duty as well. But any position worth achieving,

any work worth accomplishing, requires steady, persistent effort

on the part of the one who would win the race.

" No temple ever rose from base to dome,

A dream embalmed in stone, without slow toil

And patient hand ; * * * Divinity

Has set its seal upon brave souls, 'free will,'

That means they may achieve, create, subdue,

And stand preeminent, the arbiters

Of Fate and not her slave."

POST-OFFICE.

Sometime in the early part of the present century, through

the efforts of Rev. Nathaniel Fletcher,— who formerly resided

upon the D. W. Cobleigh place, and who died in 1 834 while

filling the position of selectman,— the benefits of a post-office

were conferred upon the people of Boxborough. At first it

was established in Captain L3mian Bigelow's store and Captain

Bigelow Avas postmaster. He Avas succeeded in this position

by his son-in-laAV, George B. Talbot, his son Lyman Waldo

Bigelow, then by a nephew of Mr. Talbot, and William Pitt

Brigham. AfterAvards the post-ofhce Avas removed to Mr.

Jerome Priest's, Avith Oliver Wetherbee postmaster, Avho

retained the position until the ofifice Avas given up. After a

time by a union of forces the Boxborough office Avas removed
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to the village of West Acton, and thus was made to serve for

both places, the Boxborongh mail, for some slight consideration,

being sent on to that })lace by some one of her citizens. The
branch office at different times Avas stationed at James R.

Hayden's, Mr. Jackson's, (Peter Whitcomb place), Mr. Felch's

and Mr. Walter Mead's.

Fifty or sixty years ago Mr. Haradon drove the old stage-

coach from Concord to Harvard, and bringing the mail-bag

deposited it at the house of Nathaniel Mead, whence it was

taken by Captain Bigelow to the office in his store. Later Mr.

Bridge of Harvard carried it with his four-horse stage, which
afterwards degenerated to a two-horse one, and tinall}- was
discontinued altogether as the railroad made its appearance.

At last, no one wishing to be troubled with the care of the

mail, it was no longer sent to Boxborough, but West Acton
became the office for both places.

LYCEUMS.

Between fifty and sixty years ago, the old Lyceum lield its

meetings in the town hall. Captain Lyman Bigelow was

president, Samuel Mead, vice-president, and Mr.Wood, secretary.

Here the town's people met together. Here the citizens made
their maiden speeches or gave utterance to their more finished

flights of orator}'. Later a young people's Lyceum was

organized which held its meetings at No. 1 school-house, but

this was neither so well attended nor so far-reaching in its

influence as the other.

Nov. 27, 1852, a Debating Club was organized with the

following officers : Oliver Wetherbee, president ; Granville

Whitcond), vice-president; 8. W. Draper, secretary; Eliab (L

Heed, treasurer; Luke Blanchard, Reuben ]\L Draper and

Lyman Mead, directors. Ladies Avere admitted to the Clul)

as honorary members. Thirty-seven names appear upon the

records of this society, which held its meetings only until Jan.

1855. Questions of world-wide interest were freely discussed

by disputants appointed at a previous meeting ; among them

we notice the names of man}- of the older citizens of today.
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An intei-esting" uce'unviHt* in conni'ction with tliis short-

lived (H'Ofanization was a Tea Partv wliich was oiven in 18r)3.

K. (i. Keed, Lnke lUaiielianh Mrs. A. A. lieed and Miss

Caroline lUaiidiard were chosen a eommittee to superintend

the alTair. The eonnnittee re})orted a balance in their hand,

over and alM>ve all ex})enses, of •it'109.93, and it Avas forthwith

voted to have a singing-school ; also, a committee was cliosen

to hire a master and superintend the opening of said school the

following November.

During the time that Rev. N. Thompson was pastor of the

Congregational church (1876-1881), another Lyceum was

oro-anized. It was the outcome of the Historical Society

which had previously been formed through the influence of

Mr. Thompson and his wife. The meetings of this society

were held at the parsonage. The following names were on its

membership list : Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. G.

F. Conant, ^Nlr. and :Mrs. Willard Blancfiard, Mr. and Mrs. J.

H. Orendorff, Mr. and Mrs. I\. Y. Xelson, Cornelia Hayw^ard,

Clara Hamilton, Mary E. Hager, and Clara and Quincy Hay-

ward. With the thought in mind that perhaps an organization

like the Lyceum would benefit a larger number, it was decided

to merge the society in the L3'ceum and the change was

effected one evening at the vestry at a meeting of the Ladies'

Circle. This last Lyceum flourished for a few years and then

the interest flagged and the meetings finally ceased. Its place

is very well supplied at present by the Grange.

MILITARV COMPANIES.

Many years ago the "Slam Bang Company" was an insti-

tution in Boxborough. Mr. James Hayw^ard of West Acton

w^as a captain in this company, also Oliver Taylor, Sr., and

Oliver Taylor, Jr. The oflicial titles of many of the older

residents indicate their })robable connection with it. In later

times the " Boxborough Light Infantry Company " absorbed

the interest of her patriotic young men. It was organized

about 1838 or '40, with the following commissioned ofHcers :

captain, A'arnum Taylor; 1st lieutenant. Wm. Pitt Brigham

;

I
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2d lieutenant, Jchn Wetlierheu ; :i(l liciiir,,;,,.!. .nmImu.uh
Hager: and 1st seroeant. Levi Stevens, (ia.vlv .Miuippr.! i„

their blue Ijroadelotli uiiilnnns and wliii,. cpanlrls. tlir\ i.iv-

sented a i)leasino- sjolit as tlicy nict annually l"..i- th.-ii- tliiv
days' training.

An amusing anecdote is related of tliis conii.anw Cai.tain
Taylor liaving resigned, the captaincy was tciidcicl Mi. Ii,i,^r-

liani, the 1st lieutenant. He having declined the Imnoi-, tlie

remaining officers Avere passed by and the jxisition ol'lcrrd to

C'orporal Dustin, a non-connnissioned ofliccr. who accepted it.

One day, having piomised to 2)arade with liis conipaiiN on
Harvard CVmimon, Captain Dustin started out witli them: but
upon arriving at Harvard line they refused to stir a step

farther. Enraged at this behavior he marched them ovei-

every road in town as far as the boundary line before he
dismissed them.

PUBLIC LIHRARV.

Mareli ID, 1891, tiie town passed a vote availing them-
selves of the provisions of tlie Acts of the Legislature (»f 1S90,

Chapter 347, for promoting the estai)lis]iment of a Free Public

Library. They appointed Mr. A. \\ . \Vetherbe(; an<l Miss

Mabel B. Priest trustees for one year. Mr. .1. IL Orendorff and
Mrs. Charles II. liurroughs for two yeai-s, and Mr. Alhcit

Littlefield and Mrs. Simon Ji. I lager, foi- three xcais. and

appropriated a sum of money suflicieiit to meet the State

requirement, also one hundred dollars for general libiar\

purposes. At a meeting of the trustees, Mi-. Littleliidd was

chosen chairman. Mrs. I lager, secretary, J. 11. Orendorff, Mrs.

C. IL liurroughs and Miss M. ]^>. Priest, linance committee.

J. 1 1. Orendorff. A. \\\ \\\'therbee and A. Littletiidd. library

committee, and Mrs. .1. II. Orendorff*, librarian. One hundred

and eighty-six volumes have been placed in the Lil»iar\ Poom
at J. H. Orendorff's in charge of the lil)rarian. and there is a sum
of money— about seventy dollai's, a part of il the cnut liliut ion

of tlie (xrange — in linance committee's hands foi' the purchase

of more books.
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'I'liis ^hwlsornr diiy its fulness yit Ids,

Wc list llir fmisi( of the rill ;

The sweet M>iy l)l<»<>ins ,\tv in I lie (ields,

We've luit ((» stoop our Iwinds to till.

The twentieth y<'iir I ,indsiir)ny (hiys

I Live heen, iis iire the flowers of spring,

/Vs freely ^iven idon^ our ways

Will) hope ,ind jrhwiness l>lossofnin^.

Today, fron) homes afar and near,

The hooks and slates all left behind.

We (onie to joit) this Mayday ( heer.

Assured we shall a wehome (in<l.

Aronnd the well filled hoard we nie<t,

(t\.u\ reniinis( efj( es prolong.

Take oru e .i^ain the pupil's seat,

While well known voices Mend in son^.

r.iil Ihroni^h the l»r,in( lies of llx- trees,

The leafy ^rove our hands have set,

Is home upon the (piiet hree/e,

A whisper we niay not forget;

'* We 're ni>/ (ill here I We 're not all here '

'

Ay, broken is om nienv band ;

This is, indeed, the twentieth ye,u.

And two have passed them o '<"r (he str,ind,

They 've enter("d in a higher (las ,

While parents, teat hers, s( holars, wail ;

No more we'll meet them, till we pass

The ever inward turning gate.

Again the zephyrs (all anon;

"The Twentieth Year lifts up her voice;

Learn well thy task; the vi( t(»ry wr)ti,

Wilhin thy Father'.*; house, rejoice."

MAdA/INK ( I,(n:S,

A ,M>roii/,iiic (jiibwiis ()i'^Miii/c«i ,Sc|.h'iid»fr IhT'J, whicb

\v,\^ been ill .micc(\K.sl'iil ()|>ciiil i»)ii (h»\\ii In (lir |»rcsriit Iiiim-. \Ii.

A. VV. Wcl.lioihoo, is |>rc.si(hMil, and Mrs. .1. II. Orciidoill,

.K<M'f'<d>irv. 'I licN |)rri(»(lic}ilM, Aliin>l'i>\ Srril'nrr" x, (Vn/ in-//^ S/

.

NirlmhiM, llnijtir >i, Fnnnn and Inl> inu'lnil , WW v',U'\\ |>}iMs«'d t<»

some. oMo nu'tnlwr to bf kcjd lor ',\. s|>('citi('.(| tiiiic xiid tlirn

|.)rsMod on to iinrdlicr lor I in- same b-ii^'lli (d' time iiiilil nil liiivo

bad Ibc rcadin*^' ol" lliom. ICiicli c/ili/cn pjiys one dollar and a

ball' a yar lor llic juivilc^n' of iH-cominc^^ a. incndtcr.
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Tliroiioli tlio iiilliieiice of Mrs. X. Tlionipsoii and Miss

Minnie lUurouglis, a Juvenile Club was organized a year ago,

wliieli lias a nienil)ership of eigliteeu young peo})le aud is doing

a good work. I1ie fee is ouly twenty-five cents a year and llie

very best juvenile literature is taken. Miss Burroughs lias

charge of it.

GRANGE.

Order Patrons of Husbandry. Hon. O. II. Kelley now of

Florida originated it Dec. 4, 1807, in AVashington, 1). ('. The

order rapidly increasing spread throughout our country and

even into the British provinces, gathering a large membership.

Boxborough Grange No. 131 was organized in ]\larch 1880,

and held its first regular meeting March 11, of that year. Mr;

A. Littlerield was chosen master, Mr. J. H. Orendorff, over-

seer, ]\Iiss ]Mabel B. Priest, lecturer, and ]\lrs. J. H. Orendorff,

secretary. ^Ir. Littlefield was followed by S. B. Hager and

A. ^I. Whitcomb in the master's chair; ^Messrs. L\ T. Wether-

bee, S. B. Hager, W. H. Furbush and A. M. Whitcomb have

served as overseers ; Miss M. E. Hager, Mr. ('. T. Wetherljce

and Mr. A. J^ittlefield have filled the lecturer's i)Osition and

:\Ir. J. H. Orendorff, Miss M. E. Hager, Miss M. W. Priest, A.

M. AVhitcomb and Miss N. S. Loring, have lield the office of

secretary.

The })resent membership is fifty-four. The organization

holds its meetings at the town hall the second and fourth

Friday of each month from October to March inclusive, the

remainder of the year, one meeting upon the second Friday of

each month.

The objects of the Orange are to educate and elevate all

tliose who become members of it. The order of exercises at

tlie meetings consists of readings, recitations, essays, music, or

discussions upon the various agricultural subjects.

farmer's club.

Boxl)orough Farmer's Club was organized Mar. 2, 1874, at

the house of Mr. E. 1^. Cobleigh, by the following choice of

officers : president, E. I>. Cobleigh; vice-president, I). W. Cob-
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leig'li : secretary, A. W. W'ellierboe ; treasurer, N. 10. W'hitcomb.

These officers must have been faithful to tlieir duties, for they

were rei)eate(lly cliosen and served continuously nnlil 18S1, when

a new board was elected. At tirst, they lield their meetings

once a week, through the winter season, at the housese of the

members— later, once in two Aveeks, a [)art »>t' the time at the

Town Hall, and agricultural (questions of interest and

importance were freely and helpfully discussed. Quite a

innnber of open meetings have l)een held for which pleasant

and pi'oHtal)le entertainments have been prep)ared. It is cus-

tomary for the (lub to have a biennial fair and dinner, at the

Town Hall, a custom originating in 1874, the same A'ear the

organization began its existence, and which (the tirst fair

having been pronounced a '^ decided success '") has been ke[)t

alive ever since.

The Club has also been accustomed to give an annual oyster

supper and entertainment. The tirst one was given in 187t),

the second year of its organization.

AVe give a list of officers during the seventeen ^^ears of the

Club's existence.

E. B. Cobleigh,

George F. Conant,

J. H. Orendorff,

J. F. Hayward,

PRESIDENTS.

lo years. A, Littlefield,

D. ^^^ Cobleigh

S. H. Hoar,

A. \\\ Wetherbee,

N. E. Whitcomb,

D. W. Cobleigh,

Wm. Moore,

C. T. Wetherbee,

C. H. Burroughs,

I year.

I year.

I year.

VICE-PRESIDENTS.

9 years. N. E. Whitcomb,

I year. G. Veasie,

SECRETARIES.

17 years. R. T. Cobleigh,

TREASURERS.

8 years. E. B. Cobleigh,

5 years. J. H. Orendorff,

I year.

There are sixty-live names on the UKunbership

present time.

[ year.

years.

year.

6 years.

2 years.

I year.

3 years.

2 years.

list at tl le
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LADIKS' CIRCLE.

Hie Ladies" Social (^iri'le, an inipoitant accessory in the

work of tlie Congregational Church, Avas organized April 23,

1842, and is now, therefore, nearing tlie farther shore of lialf a

century of benevolent work. The first meeting— at which a

constitution was ado})ted— Avas held at the house of Kev. J. 1).

Farnsworth. The following ai'ticles of this code of laws may

be of interest

:

Article 1. This Society shall be called the Boxborough

Female Sewing Circle.

Article 2. The object of this Society shall be to do good

by raising and appropriating funds for benevolent purposes, by

the avails of our labors and industry, and by the contribution of

money.

Article 3. Au}^ female mav become a member of this Soci-

ety by paying annually the sum of twenty-five cents, and regu-

larly attending the meetings. Children under sixteen Acars of

age may become members b}' paying annually twelve and one-

half cents.

The society organized with thirteen members, whose names

are hereby given : Rebecca M. T. Farnsworth, Dolly H. Wright,

Hannah W. Cobleigh, Maria Stevens, Mary Ann Hayward,

Susan Hayward, Harriet A. Hayward, Anna Hayward, Sophia

L. Hayward, Eliza Ann Hayward, Sophia Stevens, Louisa S.

B. Wetherbee, and Lucinda Wetherbee.

May 10, 1842, the Society met at Mr. Farnsworth's and

elected its first officers ; viz., Mrs. R. M. T. Farnsworth, presi-

dent ; Mrs. H. A. Hayward, vice-president; Mrs. H. A. Hay-

ward, secretary; and Miss Mary A. Hayward, treasurer.

June 13, 1855, the name of the organization was changed

to Boxborough Social Circle, and the Society reorganized Avith

thirty-nine members, the names of eleven gentlemen appearing

on the list at this time. At this meeting, beside other changes.

Article 2d of the Constitution Avas revised so as to read : " The

object of this Society shall be to raise funds to repair our church,"

The treasurer's books show that several hundred dollars Avere

contributed toAvard the recent repairs upon the church, that the
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young people— baiuletl into a society among themselves— gave

the pulpit furniture, and items of substantial pecuniary aid

mark the records all along the way, especially during tlie hiter

years. In earlier times work for tlie needy ones more })articn-

larly lilled up the hours of the Circle afternoon, and during the

late war, nuicli was done to assist the soldiers by tlie ladies of

this society, but now that work on this line is less called for,

their energies have been expended in raising money for church

expenses and church work. We quote the following from the

treasurer's book :
'' April, 1884, Paid toward minister's salary,

#35.93 ; 1885, 3 dozen chairs, |18.00 ; tin rooting, -116.50 ; fuel

for church, #12.84 ; 1886, toward note, 175.00 ; 1887, plating

knives and forks, 114.40 ; coal, |14.27; 1888, painting parson-

age, $50.00 ; coal, 114.07 ; 1889, painting church, labor, paint,

brushes, etc, #48.60 ; 1890, lumber, nails, work, etc., for three

sheds, #84.86." These items are interspersed amid numerous

smaller items, showing that the financial assistance rendered

the church in this way has been considerable. The credit side

of the account shows that funds for these purposes were raised

from suppers, festivals, entertainments, membership fees,

work, etc.

*^ In INIemoriam," by Mrs. C. A. Nelson, under date of 1881

of the secretary's books, will show, something of the character

of these devoted workers. She writes :
'^ Since our last record

was made, one of our members has passed from earth to heaven.

We all know of the Aveary days and nights of suffering which

for many long weeks has been the lot of our sister, Mrs. Cath-

arine W. Hayward. Some of us know something of her quiet

resignation and patient Avaiting for the coming of her Lord.

^' Her name appears upon almost the first page of this book,

and occurs Avith much frequency all through its record of forty

years, many times as one of its chief directors. Ahvays a ready

cheerful Avorker, delighting in any service for God and His

church, Ave turned often and instinctively to her to lead the

Avay in all good and Avise enterprises Avliich our Circle wished

to undertake for the church or the poor and needy.
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''During the months th;it we were workiiio- to accomplish all

we miglit in the way of raising funds for the furnishing of our

repaired chuich. or making ready the carpet purchased for it,

Mrs. J layward was full of zeal and good works, and their per-

fume seems not yet to have departed from the Sanctuary whicli

she loved and labored for.

" In September, Mrs. Joseph K. Blanchard, for nearly forty

years a member of this Circle, and for a longer time of the

church, passed to her 'rest after very brief sickness, a true

' Mother in Israel,' a woman of faitli and t)rayer, and beloved

of her God. 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.' We

fmst, though at times we hardly i<ee it, tliat it is expedient for

us that they are gone away, if only we will not liinder the Lord

from sanctifying our loss to all our souls ; for hearts that are

never bruised and sorrowful feel no need of the Comforter.

'Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.'
"

Again, in 1<S88, another token of rememl)rance is recorded:

" Since our last meeting one of our band, Mrs. Stevens Hay-

ward, has left us and gone to her reward. She had been among

us over forty-five years, and usually a member of this society.

We shall miss seeing lier face at these gatherings. She Avas one

who enjoyed such occasions, although her health was such that

much of the past year she was unable to be present wdth us.''

The records all the way along st)eak to us of earnest

endeavor and faithful service rendered to the jNLxster.

The following names are recorded as olhcers of this Society.

PRESIDENTS.

Mrs. R. M. T. Farnsworth, 6 yrs. Mrs. I). Mc Clenning, i year.

Mrs. R. E. G. Luce, 3 years. Mrs. John Wetherbee, i year.

Mrs. C. W. Hayward, 5 years. Mrs. N. Thompson, 2 years.

Mrs. A. Jackson, i year. Mrs. M. E. Wood, 4 years.

Mrs. J. K. Blanchard, i year. Mrs. George Diistan, 3 years.

Mrs. S. J. Holbrook, i year. Mrs. George A. Perkins, 4 years.

VICE-PRESIDENTS.

Mrs. H. A. Hayward, 2 years. Mrs. B. S. Mead, 2 years.

Mrs. C. W. Hayward, 6 years. Mrs. E. W. Hayward, i year.

Mrs. S. A. Whitcomb, 3 years. Mrs. M. E. Wood, 8 years.



Missionary Sociefjj and Y. P. S. C. IJ. 77

Mrs. M. C. Davis, 3 years. Mrs. N. K. Whitcomb, 6 years.

Mrs. M. Stevens, i year. Mrs. C. A. Nelson, i year.

Mrs. J. Whitcomb, i year.

TREASURERS.

Miss Mary A. Hayward, 2 years. Miss Lucy A. lilanchard, 3 years.

Miss Lucinda Wetherbee, 3 yrs. Mrs. A. W. Wetherbee, • i year.

Miss Susan T. Farnsworth, i yr. Mrs. Minnie L. Kingsbury,
7 yrs.

Miss Anna Hayward, 5 years. Miss Mary E. Hager, 7 years.

Miss M. M. Wetherbee, i year. Mrs. Chas. L. Woodward, i yr.

Miss Maria Whitconil), i year.

SECRETARIES.

Mrs. H. A. Hayward, i year. Mrs. Alice Hayward, i year.

Mrs. L. S. B. Wetherbee, i year. Miss C. A. Blanchard, 4 years.

Miss Mary A. Hayward, 8 years. Mrs. Chas. L. Woodward, 4 yrs.

Mrs. Mary H. Stevens, i year. Miss Mary E. Hager, 4 years.

Miss M. M. Wetherbee, i year. Mrs. E. C. Mead, 7 years.

The Society holds its meetings the first Thursday of each

month.
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

A missioiiar}^ society of fifteen mem])ers was formed Dec. 1,

1887, which holds its meetings once a quarter in connection

witli tlie Circle. Mrs. G. A. Perkins, president, and Mrs. S.

B. Hager, secretarj^ and treasurer, have continued in these

positions ever since the organization of the society. Though
tlie number of members is small a goodly sum of money is

a})propriated toward the cause of missions each year.

Y. p. S. C. E.

A Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor w^as also

organized three or four years ago among the young people of

the church, whicli liolds its meetings Sunday evenings in the

vestry, before the legular prayer meeting.

TAX PAYERS.

The following is a copy of a list of tlie tax paj'ers of Box-

borough in 1789:

—

Names. Polls. Real. Personal.

Dea. Oliver Mead, . . . . i 397 28

Ins. Samuel Wetherbee, . . . i 300 22
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Names

Sani'l Wetherbee, Jr.,

Simeon Wetherbee,

Silas Wetherbee,

Isaac Batchelor,

Levi Wetherbee,

John Burges,

Henry Coolledg,

James D. Coolledg,

Silas Stone,

Benjamin Stevens,

Capt. Oliver Taylor,

Lt. Solomon Taylor,

John Taylor,

Abel Whitcomb,

Lt. James Whitcomb,

Eleazer Stearns,

David Stearns,

Jonathan Stearns,

Joseph Meed,

Jonathan Croutch,

Leonard Whitcomb,

Jonathan Croutch, Jr.,

Ens. Timothy Croutch,

Lemuel Sawyer,

Oliver Sawyer,

Oliver Sawyer, Jr.,

Joseph Sawyer,

James Robins,

Jotham Whitcomb,

Ens. Benjamin Robins,

Jacob Robins,

David Croutch,

Dea. Phinehas Farbank,

Samuel Meed,

Capt. Joseph Farbank,

Silas Rand,

Dea. Amos Farbank,

John Sawyer,

Eliphelit Wood,

I'o Real.
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Names.

Isaiah Whitney,

John Codman, Esq.,

Lt. Nathaniel Longley,

Jeremiah Priest,

Wid. Mary Priest,

Joseph Houghton,

Joseph Willard, guardian

Oliver Houghton,

Samuel Worster,

Prince Chester,

Aaron Whitney,

John Croutch,

John Croutch, Jr.,

Allin McLain,

John Lomas,

Timothy Shattuck,

Wid. Anna Houghton,

Wid. Anna Robins,

Jacob Warren, Heirs,

Thomas Gates,

Doct. Daniel Robins,

John Robins,

Jeremiah Priest,

Richard Goldsmith,

Daniel Robins,

David Dickerson,

Sampson Worster,

Elias Warner,

Elijah Priest,

I'oll^

For 1844,

as follows :

—

fifty-live years

Real.

^9

6o

6

25

40

3

40

36

20

9

60

T O

10

I 2

12

74

4

Personal.

later, — the liesident list is

Simon Blanchard,

Joseph K. Blanchard

John Blanchard,

Luther Blanchard,

Joseph Blanchard,

Joseph Blanchard's Heirs,

Marshall Blanchard,

Total Tax.
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Wid. Sally Whitcomb,
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C. H. Burroughs.

J. R. Hayden.

Peter W'hitcomb.

George A. Perkins.

Steele Brothers.

Mrs. E. L. Battles.

John Bezanson.

George W. Burroughs.

George Brown.

W. H. Brown.

George \\\ Barnard.

Stanley A. Barton.

Mrs. Ann Cobleigh.

Harriet Cobleigh.

A. J. Chester.

Thomas Connors,

Chas. Cameron.

James Croft.

Mrs. R. J. Ewings.

Jerry Griffin.

Mary Griffin.

Michael Griffin.

John Gooch.

Charles H. Griffin.

J. Q. Hayward.

W. J. Hayden.

Charles Myers.

Arthur McGinis.

Alex. MacDonald.

Miss Sarah Hager.

Mrs. E. B. Hager.

Edward Wetberbee.

C. T. Wetherbee.

Silas Hoar.

J. H. Orendorff.

Mrs. ]:>. \\\ Cobleigh.

J. A. Walker.

J. E. Hayward.

B. S. Mead.

B. S. Hager.

\V. A. Perkins.

James Profit.

Thomas Redwood.

George W. Stone.

Mrs. J. E. Shufelt.

T. C. Steele'

John Tracy.

A. W. Wetherbee.

Daniel Whitcomb.

Betsey Whitcomb.

Whitcomb and Hager.

Arthur H. Wetherbee.

Caroline B. Wetherbee.

Betsey Walker.

Andrew M. Walker.

E. W. Whitney.

E. C. Society.

Chas. Williston.

D. W. Cobleigh, Veasie Prop'ty.

Peter Whitcomb, Adm.

Burpee Steele.

Church Steele.

J. Littlefield Estate.

E. L. Woodward.

S. B. Hager.

W. H. Furbush.

S. P. Dodge.

R. T. Cobleigh.

John R. Cobleigh.

CENSUS.

From the State Census for 1885, Ave quote tlie following

items

:
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Unmarried men from 19 to 80 years of age

Married men from 19 to 80 years of age

Boys 19 years of age or under

Men 80 years of age and above

Females unmarried, 19 to 80 years of age

Females married, 19 to 80 years of age

Girls 19 years of age or under

Women 80 years of age and above

Widowed

Total

Males

Females

Number of Voters

Number of Families (average size 4.14)

Number of Dwelling-Houses

Farmers ....
Farm Laborers

House Wives

Paupers ....

173

175

24

76

61

2

22

75

62

3

23

348

348

97

84

76

69

38

73

PRODUCTIONS.

Butter (sale and use), 7,796 lbs. value

Milk, 249, 974 gals, value

Cream, 233 gals, value

Canned fruit (use) 4, 677 lbs. value

Eggs, 12,203 doz. value

Poultry dressed, 2,680 lbs. value .

Firewood (sale and use) 563 1-2 cords.

Lumber, 269 M ft. value

Indian Corn, 2,815 bu. value

Fruits, Berries, Nuts, total value .

Hay, Straw, and Fodder, total value

Beef, Pork and Veal, total value

Vegetables, total value

All other products

Total ....

valu

$ 2,207.00

28,624.00

188.00

493.00

2,950.00

470.00

1,837.00

2,577.00

1,725.00

6,468.00

24,651.00

3,919.00

6,695.00

9o45-oo

$92,349.00
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TEMPERANCE.

Boxboioiio-li is decidedly a temperance town, having voted

'' No I^icense " ever since the Local Option Law has been in force.

TOWN FARM.

Sixty years ago or more, the town bought the small place

wliere Mv. Edward Wetherbee now lives, for tlie use of its poor,

^h'. Abel Davis and wife, an aged couple who were able to per-

form tlie daily work of the farm and household, but were

deficient in this world's goods. They remained here several

years until the death of Mr. Davis, who accidentally fell from

an apple-tree and was found with his neck broken. The town

soon disposed of the farm, and since that time the indigent ones

have been cared for in private families, wdierever it could be

done the most reasonably, the town paying the expense.
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CHAPTER VIII.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

liKlELOW FAMILY BLA^X'HAKD FAMILY JAMES S. 13RAMAN

— CHARLES H. BURROUGHS CHESTER FAMILY^

Ix this age, when not only the history of towns, but family

history, is of such wide-spread and enduring interest, a short

sketch of some of the older residents may not be out of place.

We notice, in the earl}^ records of the town, the names of

Cobleigh, Wetherbee, Taylor, Mead, Whitcomb, Hayward,

Blanchard, Hager, Stevens, Chester, Wood, Patch and Hoar,

whose desendants are still Avith us ; while others, as Bigelow,

Hazzard, Stone and Conant, although none of these now

remain, are of equal interest.

THE BIGELOW FAMILY.

[From Genealogy of the Bigelow Family.]

Lyman Bigelow of Boxborough, Mass., son of Gershom and

Mary (Howe) Bigelow, was born in ^Marlborough, April 2"),

1795; married, April 15, 1819, Jane Brigham, daughter of

Jedediah and Lydia (Boj^d) Brigham, honi in Marlborough,

April 23, 1798.'

They moved to Boxborough, where he engaged in the mer-

cantile business and quickly became a leading citizen in town

;

was selectman for many years, represented the town in the

General Court and served in many other town offices ; Avas

postmaster for a long time, and died in ])Oxb()r()ugli, IMarcli 18,

1842. His widow survived him over forty years, and died in

Norwood, Mass., January 26, 1886.
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Their children were : Jane E., born Feb. 5, 1820 ; died

at Norwood, Mass., Feb. 13, 1888 ; married twice, first to James

Brown, second to Hon. Jos. Day.

Mary Louise, born Dec. 15, 1821 ; died at Norwood, Mass.,

March 29, 1888; married Rev. Josiah W. Talbot.

Augusta B., born Sept. 10,1823 ; died, Sept. 1, 1852
;

married (leorge B. Talbot.

Caroline, born Oct. 29, 1825; died, Jan. 29, 1851 ; married

Cephas Hoar.

Lyman Waldo, born March 7,1828; died Dec. 6, 1886;

married Catherine B. Howard.

Lindolf Willis, born August 16, 1836 ; died Sept. 7, 1856.

Lyman Waldo Bigelow obtained his education in the

district schools of Boxborough and at the Lawrence Academy

in Groton; at the completion of his studies he engaged in

business in his native town. In the spring of 1853, he

removed to So. Dedham (now Norwood) and engaged in the

business of a general country store. By sound business

principles and the most unswerving honest}^ and integrity he

built up a large and prosperous business, which at the present

time is carried on by his two oldest sons.

In 1872, when that part of Dedham Avas set off and incor-

porated as the town of Norwood, he was chosen its first

treasurer, which office he held up to the time of his death, Dec.

6, 1886. He was deeply interested in the welfare of the

Universalist Church of Avhich he was a member. The cause of

temperance, as Avell as all other movements tending to improve

and help society, found in him a staunch and willing supporter,

both by his influence and means. He was thoroughly conscien-

tious in all of his acts, which, together Avith his strict integrity

and courteous manners, gained for him the highest respect from

all classes in the community where he so long resided.

THE ' BLANCHARD FAMILY.

Thomas Blanchard, and his son George, born 1616, came

from near Andover, England, in the year 1639, on the ship

*' Jonathan,'' and settled in Charlestown, (now Maiden) Mass.
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Blanchard Family. 87

Joseph, son of (ieorge Blanchard, horn 1654, married Hannali

Shepard. Josepli, son of Joseph and Hannah (Shepard)

Blanchard, l)orn May 7, 1686, married Elizaheth Whittemore

and in 1717, or 1718, moved from Charlestown '^ throngh the

Indian patlis
*"

to Littleton,— that part of Littleton which is now

Boxborongh,— and settled on the place now occnpied by

Albert Littlefield. They had two children, Jemima, born Dec.

21, 1721, and Simon, born Oct. 6, 1728. Jemima was un-

married and died in 1790, aged sixty-nine years. Simon

married Sarah , and they Avere the parents of four

children, among whom were Calvin, born Feb. 27, 1754, and

Luther, born June 4, 1756, the brothers whose names have

become familiar to us through their participation in the fight at

the old North Bridge, Concord, in 1775. Calvin married

Abigail Reed of Westford. The foregoing information with

regard to this branch of the early Blanchards was obtained

from Mr. George D. Blanchard, of Maiden, Mass., who has

been engaged for several years in collecting genealogical

records of the Blanchard family.

Calvin and Abigail (Reed) Blanchard were the parents of

nine children, Abigail, Calvin, Luther, Simon, Jemima, Avho

died in infancy, Joseph, Lucy, John and Susannah. Abigail

married Reuben Hartwell, of Shirley; Calvin married (1)

Hannah Hoar, (2) Nancy Warren, both of Littleton. Calvin

and Hannah (Hoar) Blanchard had five children of whom two

died in infancy. Jemima, their oldest child, married Mr.

Parker, the father of James A. Parker of Littleton. Luther

Blanchard (1782-1861) was unmarried and resided with his

brother John at the old homestead until his death at the age of

seventy-eight.

SIMON BLANCHARD.

Simon Blanchard, the third son of Calvin and Abigail

(Reed) Blanchard, was born in Boxborough, Apr. 3, 1784.

His father having been killed by a falling tree when Simon

was only fifteen years of age, and the eldest son Calvin — as

was the custom in those days in our own land, and as it is still
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ill I^iiropo, — liaviiio- taken possession of the iincestral home-

stead and most of tlie i)io|)erty, Simon was thenceforth thrown

upon his own resources. lie tirst went to J^ittleton, where lie

learned the cooper's trade of Joseph Fletcher, grandfather of

^Irs. (ieo. W. Sanderson, who lived at that time on what is

now tlie Teniiev place at the centre. lie remained there work-

ing at his trade for seven years, until his marriage to Martha

Shattuck (1788-1812) who was a descendant of Rev. Beiij.

Shattuck, the fii*st minister of Littleton. They were married

in the house now occupied by Mr. G. W. Sanderson, in the

same room where a grandson, Arthur F. Blanchard, and Miss

Charlotte T. Sanderson were united in marriage, Jan. 28, 1891.

Keturning to Boxborough, Mr. Blanchard settled upon the

farm Avhere his grandson, Herbert Blanchard, now lives.

Here he continued to work at his trade while carrying on a

small farm. Early going into hop-raising, a business then in

its infancy but soon after extensively engaged in by many
farmers and towns, he continued in the business until the total

amount of his yearly productions in that line exceeded that of

any hop-grower in New England. Every farmer in town

cultivated them, and Boxborough was probably at that time

the largest hop-growing town of its size in XeAv England. In

the meantime ]Mr. Blanchard had worked into dairying and

fruit-raising to some extent, being prospered in whatever

direction he lent his energies. He was a successful farmer,

having by his industry and perseverance accumulated a

property of some ''ir?70,000 at a time when a man would be as

rich with -^5,000 as he would today with -^20,000. He added

to his farm from time to time until it extended over four hun-

dred acres and into Acton, perhaps the largest farm in the

county. He erected the present buildings in 1833.

Simon Blanchard and Martha Shattuck, his wife, were the

parents of two children, Simon and Martha.

SIMON BLANCHARD.

Simon Blanchard, son of Simon and ^Martha, was born in

Boxborough, Jan. 29, 1808. Apr. 23, 1839, he married Eliz-
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al)etli Dix FU'tclitM-, (laut;"liter of Joiiathaii Metelier, and their

tlirec cliildivii are as follows: AVilliain, boni Apr. 3, 1840,

mairied Nettie M. Staey, of Stoddard, who, after his death, Feh.

15, 1877, with her two children, Arthur W., and (xracie M.,

returned to her former home : Kllen Ann, l)orn Sept. 18, 1851,

married Calvin N. Ilolbrook, Jan. 1, 1873, — they buried one

little girl in childhood and with their three boys reside in

Littleton; — Elizabeth Fletcher, born (^ct. 31,1856, married

Amasa Knowlton of ^Vcton, and they, with their three children,

reside in that place. Simon lUanchard, .\pr. 15, 1877,

married Susan AVheeler, daughter of Abner Wheeler, for his

second wife.

Mr. Blanchard resides in the northwest part of the town of

Acton, on the road from West Acton to Littleton, in a pleasant,

substantial farm-house, where he has lived for more than half

a century. For the past few years the infirmities of age have

somewhat gained upon him, but he is still interested, as was ever

his wont, in all that concerns the town, state, or national wel-

fare. He never sought public positions, but has pressed forward in

the footsteps of his father, and by steady industry and persever-

ing labor throughout his early and later days has acquired for

himself a competence. Though deprived of the privilege of

going out among his relatives and friends as freely as in former

years, he yet enjo3^s their company, and the hearty handclasp,

genial smile and pleasant word await all who call upon him for

a friendly chat.

iMartha Blanchard (1810-1891) married Samuel Sawin of

Stow, Apr. 3, 1834, and of their live children, one died in

infancy ; Samuel Dexter, married Caroline Elizabeth Simons,

and tlieir only child, Charles Dexter, is a physician of note

in Charlestown ; John Travis, married Sarah Whitney Sawyer,

of Bolton, and they had four children of whom two are

living ; Martha ]\Iaria, married iNIarcus Morton Raymond, of

Boxborough. and of their three daughters, one, Nellie ^Morton,

died young, and the other two, Carrie,— married Alonzo B.

Cushing, June 18, 1890,— and Ella, reside in Somerville,

the present residence of their father, and the place where
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tlieir iiinilu'i- (lii'd: Simon lUaiicliard Sawiii died at the age of

twenty-seven.

Sanuiel Sawin, tlie I'atlier, died iVIar.lo, 1875, and is buried

in Stow, \\liere a few nioiillis ago his widow was also hiid.

Samuel Dexter died in lioston in 1800.

Oetober 27, 1814, Simon lihmehard, the elder, married Mary
Iveyes, dangliter of Joseph and Sarah (Boyden) Keyes, of

Westford, and sister of Hon. John Keyes of Concord, for his

seeond wife. Before her marriage, while a resident of her

father's home, she wove cotton cloth for some years for the Paw-

tucket Falls (now Lowell) factories, the yarn being sent her for

that pur2)ose. She also hatcheled, spun and wove flax for home
use. She kept her spinning-wheel and loom, and after her mar-

riage, spun and wove both cotton and Avoolen cloth for her large

family. The flax and avooI were raised upon the farm, and all

of the work A\as done by hand. She also Avove Avoolen blankets,

towelling, and a Ijctter quality of frocking than could be

bought at the dry-goods counter. She was a busy worker, and

spun and Avove a great deal, especially Avinters, making a

l)usiness of it, and often kept her place at the loom long after

the rest of the family had retired. She used her si)inning-

Avheel as long as she lived, but gave up AveaAdng sometime

preA'ious to her deatli. The dairy business also kept the house-

Avife busy, and Mrs, Blanchard often made one hundred pounds

of butter a Aveek, and alAA^ays a large amount.

Simon and Mary (Keyes) Blanchard, AA^ere the parents of

nine children, Calvin, avIio died a\ hen five 3"ears of age, Joseph

K., Sarah, Mary Ann, Luke„ Elizabeth, Caroline, John, and

one little girl Avho died Avhen tAvo Aveeks old. Joseph K.,

(1815-1888) married Mary Culver, of Boston, Apr. 7, 1840,

and they had eight children : Mary Eliza, Phoebe Ann, and

Joseph Hermon, Avho died in childhood, Emily Frances, Caro-

line Augusta, Calvin Herbert, and Willard and Warren, tAvins.

Emily Frances married Ephraim Ivaymond and resides in

Somerville. They have buried one child and have six living.

The tAvo oldest children are married. Augusta Raymond
mairied William H. Furbush, and they, Avith tlieir four
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children, Josepli, Edilli, Ralph mid (iertiiide, are settled on

the old Phinehas AVetherhee place. The next daughter,

Hattie, married Ernest Bezanson, and resides in Charlestown.

Caroline Augusta Blanchard married liichard Y. Nelson, and

resides in town. They have buried one little daughter, Alice,

and liave three children living, IMary, Amy and Artliur. Cal-

vin Herbert married Sarah Lauder, and is settled on the old

place where his father and grandfather lived before him.

They have Imried one child and have four living, Hermon,

Carl, Clayton and Fanny. Willard Blanchard married Jennie

Furbush of ]\Iaine, and they had three children, of whom one

died in infancy. Mr. Blanchard died about ten j^ears ago, and

Jennie, his Avife, about four years ago. Warren Blanchard

married Nellie Webber, and of their five children only three

are living. They reside in Southborough. Joseph K.

Blanchard has been interested in both the church and the town.

He served as Superintending School Committee, selectman,

assessor and auditor for several 3'ears, and was an earnest and

efficient member of the Congregational church for over fifty

years. He died in 1888, aged seventy-three. His wife Mary

(Culver) Blanchard died about ten years ago.

Sarah Blanchard, born Apr. 10, 1820, married Leonard

Chandler, of Princeton, Oct. 12, 1842.

LEONARD CHANDLER.

He was a descendant of William (born in 1598) and Annie

Chandler, who came to Roxbury, Mass. in 1637. William, son

of William and Annie, married Bridget Hinchman and lived in

Andover, Mass. Joseph, son of AVilliam and Bridget, married

Mehitable Russell of Andover. Jolm, son of Joseph and

Mehitable, married Hannah Phelps of Andover. John, son of

Jolm and Hannah, born July 18, 1750, married Katy Holman

of Lancaster, afterwards Mary Jackson, of Westminster.

Ephraim, born June 9, 1783, son o'f John and Mary, (Jackson),

married Mary PoAvers. Leonard, son of I<4)liraim and Mar}-

(Powesr), born ^Iir. 3, 1817, married Sarali lUanchard as

above.
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LeoiiJird iind Sarali (rUaiicliard ) ("liaiidk'r, were the parents

of six c'liildreii : Sarali Frances, l)()rii Sei)t. 20, 1848, married

Henry Ilobbs of Princeton: Ella Jane, born Nov. 21,1S4r.,

resides in Cambridge; Martha Caroline, l)oin .Inne 7, 1(S4U,

died Ai)r. l>, IHG;"). Leonard lUanchard, horn Ang. 29, 1851,

married Hattie Stewart, and they, with their three chihlren,

reside in Somerville ; John, horn A[)r. IG, ISoS, is unmarried

and remains on the home farm ; Willard Smith, horn Jan. K),

18«;2, died Apr. 13, 18«)5. Tlie children were all born in

l^rinceton, and Mai'tha C^ and Willard S. died there.

Leonard Chandler was born and lived until twenty-one

years of age on the farm where his father and grandfatlier

lived and died. On coming of age, he went to East Princeton

and learned the chair trade, at wdiich he worked until liis

marriage. He then Thought the farm which he owned at the

time of his death, adjoining the old Chandler place where he

was born. When he bought the farm, there were no fruit

trees and he could keep but two cows and a horse. At the

time of his death he had from fifty-five to sixty head of cattle,

and fruits of all kinds were produced abundantly. It is one of

the best farms in Princeton at the present time.

Mr. Chandler Avas always a resident of Princeton Avith the

exception of years 1857 and '58 Avhen he lived in P30xl)orough.

He served his town as one of the overseers of the poor for a

great many years, Avas one of the assessors, and filled other

town offices. He Avas postmaster for four years.

Mary Ann Blanchard, born July 27, 1822, married James

Fisher SaAvin, Nov. 28, 1844, and lives in Natick. Only four

of tlieir eight children are liA^ing ; Simon P>lanchard, Phares N.,

Martha and Lizzie Ida. Simon JUanchard SaAvin mairied

Alice Leland of Sherburne, and they have four children.

Phares, Martha and Ida, remain at home.

LUKE BLANCHARD.

Luke Blanchard, third son of Simon and Mary (Keyes)

lUanchard Avas l)orn in Boxborough, Jan. 17, 182G. Simon

Blanchard, the father, taught his children how to Avork, and
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this son was no exception to the rnle. After he was seven

years of age, lie attended school only in the winter, being out

two weeks of tlie sliort term of ten or twelve weeks annually

for the pur[)Ose of driving the ox-team which drew the ho[)

poles for the next seasons use. Ilis ordy holidays were fourth

of July and one half day at election. There were man}- things

which even a child could do on a farm, such as riding horse,

driving oxen, stripping and shaving hop poles, working in the

hay-tield, loading hay, etc., and canying the hop pickers back and

forth, many of whom came from Westford. Mrs. Cynthia (Reed)

Sargent, a niece of Abigail (Reed) Blanchard, who now lives

in the finest residence in Graniteville, was one of those same

hop pickers, and Mr. Blanchard often carried her to and from

her home in Westford. Notwithstanding the work, the bo3^s

and girls had merr}^ times in those old hop-picking days. The

large charcoal kilns, for drying the hops, were tended at night

b}' one or two of the men, and here the young folks Avould

gather in the evenings for the purpose of roasting corn,—
common field corn as sweet corn was then unknown,— and

enjoying themselves after their day's work ; retiring at the

evening's close, the girls to the house, the bo^'s to the barn, for

so they were accomodated, to prepare themselves b}^ needed

rest for the coming day's labor.

When eleven years of age, during the fall season, he began

driving an ox team to Boston, loaded with heavy farm products,

cider, hay, hops, potatoes etc., while his brother Joseph, Avith a

one horse wagon, teamed butter, cheese and eggs to the same

market. The elder brother disposed of the j^ounger brother's

load, but Luke was left behind at West Acton, and did not see

Joseph again until he arrived in the city. He walked ever}'

step of the way making inquiry when necessary as to the route.

One of his experiences clearly shows tliat it was no easy work

for an eleven year old boy. One day as he was returning

from his Boston trip, he was overtaken by a cold northeast

storm. It began raining at noon, and he drove his team

through the storm until midnight. He was thinly clad as was

tlie custom with the farmer lads, and was completely chilled



94 BoxhoroKgli : a Netv England Town and its People.

tliroug-li, long l)etorc' arriving at West Acton. Here lie

obtained an extra wrap from relatives, and with this added

protection, pnshed forward to his father's home. At tlie age

of fifteen the ox team was enchanged for a two-horse wagon,

and a year later, his brother Joseph having married, Luke took

his place and ran the team for his father until twenty-one years

of age, although the heavy produce of the farm was sent on

cars after the Fitchburg Railroad went into operation in 1845.

When he was twenty, he attended school at Nashua, N. H.,

one term. After becoming of age, having the commission

business learned, but without capital, for his earnings previously

had been turned over to his father, he continued the

business, — which steadily increased although competion was

sharp and lively,— over the railroad.

He is, if not the largest, one of the largest exporters of

apples of any single individual in Boston. He commenced

shipping among the earliest and has always followed it. He
owns a refrigerator at West Littleton and thus has facilities

for storage.

Mr. Blanchard is an extensive real estate owner in Middle-

sex and Worcester counties. He also owns a large tract in

New Brunswick, and another in Vermont near Hoosac Tunnel,

on the Deerfield river.

Besides these private interests, he is still engaged in the

produce and commission business at 20 Faneuil Hall iVLarket,

Boston, — which he has leased for the purpose, —under the

firm name of L. Blanchard and Co., is interested in the Over-

all Factory of A. F. Blanchard and Co., at West Acton, and is

head of the firm of Blanchard and Chase, engaged in lumbering

in N. H.

Mr. Blanchard held the office of constable and collector,

assessor and auditor for five or six j-ears in Boxborough, and

has served on the school board three, and on the board of over-

seers six years in Acton. He has remodelled his buildings and

worked his lands about West Acton, and so has helped greatly

to improve the village. He married Miss Jerusha Vose, Apr.

8, 1858, and they were the parents of four childi'en, Mary
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Florence, born Ang. 8, 1850, died when two years and fonr

months of age, Anna Maria, horn Ot-t. 7, 18l)2, Arthnr F., l)orn

Jan. 21, 186-1, and Mary Alice, horn Dec. 21, 18GT, died Feh.

2, 1889.

Elizaheth lUanchard niariied lienjamin S. Hager. For

further history of this hrancli, see 1 lager family.

Caroline lUanchard married Simeon Wetlierhee, of Box-

borough, and they haye eight children: ^l. Llewellyn, Allie

v., Ellis, Burt L., Mary K., Arthur H., Ella F., and (\irrie B.

Llewellyn is married and liying in Boston ; Allie V. married

:Morton Raymond, of Someryille, and they have one son, John

liaymond : Ellis married Annie R. Cowdrie of Boxborough,

and they with their three children reside in Haryard ; Burt L.

is in business in Boston ; Mary K., married George ^L Whit-

comb, of Charlestown, and resides in that jjlace. xVrthur. H
married Miss Nellie Mentzer, of Haryard, Sept. 21, 1890, and

is settled on the liome farm in Boxborough ; Ella F. is teaching

in Ayer, and Carrie B. remains at home.

John Blanchard married Anna M. Snow, and they are

settled in Lawrence, Mass. Tliey haye buried one child, and

the remaining daughter, Lillian, is at home preparing herself

for a teacher.

Simon Blanchard, the father of the foregoing family, was a

man of delicate health but good constitution, and by careful

liying, regular habits, and constant obseryance of the laws of

health, his life and strength were preserved for many years.

He was one of the board of assessors at one time, but he was

a man who neyer sought the honors of toAvn office.

Mary (Keyes) Blanchard died Oct. 23, 1863, aged 72

years, and is buried in the Blanchard tomb, — built by Simon

Blanchard in 1359, — at Mt. Hope cemetery. West Acton.

In 1864, Simon Blanchard married Mrs. Hannah Preston,

of Boxborough, for his third wife. He died July 1, 1867,

aged 83 years, and is buried in the family tomb at West Acton.

Joseph, son of Calvin and Abigail (Reed) Blanchard,

married Louisa :Marshall, of Tewksbury, and settled on the

Reed farm where the buildings were recently destroyed by
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lire. Tlu'ir seven cliildreii were, Josej)!!, Marsliall, Ileiidersoii,

Solon, Al)l)v Ann. Marv Lctnisa and Calvin. Joseph, Hender-

son and Mary L., are all married and living at the West.

Joseph is a physieian. ]Marsliall married Charlotte IJeed, of

West Aeton, and died in California. lie left one child.

Solon is married and living in Weymouth. Abby Ann

married Eliab Reed, and died on the Keed farm, leaving one

child. Calvin is unmarried, and lives near Weymouth.

Joseph Blanehard, Senior, was given to learning, a teacher

and lecturer, and very talented for the times. He was Deputy

Inspector of hops, and for a short time raised the most of any

farmer in town. He died jNlar. 20, 1835, aged -KJ years.

Lucy, daughter of Calvin and Abigail, married Amos Day

of Shirley.

JOHN BLANCHARD.

John Blanehard, youngest son of Calvin and Abigail

(Keed) Blanehard, was born on the old farm in Boxborough,

Aug. 17, 1794. His father lived there before him, having

moved from the Whitney place where he formerly resided ; and

his mother, left a widow when her son John was but five and

one half years of age, made her home there as long as she lived.

After her death, Mr. Blanehard took the farm which he carried

on as long as he lived. He erected the present buildings in

1844— 45. He was a great liop-raiser, having carried on the

business for more than half a century, from his eighteenth to

his seventieth year. He was also sub-inspector of the product.

He was quite a fruit-raiser, peaches being his specialty. He
had a large peach orchard at one time,— the trees of which he

budded himself,— and raised and sold many bushels of the

delicious fruit.

Mr. Blanehard has acted as road surveyor and once was

unanimously chosen selectman, but naturally of a quiet retir-

ing disposition, he declined the office. He took a great interest

in the Anti-slavery cause, voting alone in town for several

3^eai-s. He was liberal in giving, especially in his younger

days, yet doing it unpretendingly and without ostentation.
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He was formerly a member of the riiitariaii eliiiicli in

Littleton ( IJev. Mr. Foster, Pastor, ) of which his mother was

also a menilH'r until she was seventy-eight years of age, when,

her views changing, she united witli the Baptist church in

Littleton. :\[r. Jolm Blanehard subsequently united with the

same church, where he helped to erect two buildiugs— one

having l)een burned— and then with several others removed

his connection to West Acton where they helped to build the

first liaptist church in that village, Mr. Blanchard superintend-

ing the work.

Subse(iuently, when this building was also burned, he was

requested to ovei'see the erection of the present edifice, but he

declined the position.

When forty-five years of age, Apr. IT, 1838, he married

Miss :\Lirgaret lUirbeck, the ceremony being performed in

Westford by Rev. ()liver Ayer.

MRS. MARGARET BLANCHARD.

:\Irs. I\[argaret (lUirbeck) Blanchard was born in Holder-

ness, N. H., in 1813, but at the time of her marriage was living

with her brother at Westford. Brought up in the Orthodox

church from childhood, she yet favored the views of the

Baptists, and refusing to unite with the Congregationalists,

upon removing to Westford, became a member of the Baptist

church at Chelmsford, afterwards removing her connection to

Littleton, and finally, making her church home with her

husl)an(l at West Acton.

Tlic lilanchard family have in their possession a fine like-

ness of Henry Burbeck, a great-uncle of :\L-s. Blanchard. He

is dressed in the style of ^^ye olden time,'* ruffled shirt front

and high cravat, his regimental coat with wide lapels and

broad collar, decorated with epaulets trimmed with heavy gold

lace, and buttons, and the thick curling hair gathered into a

queue behind.

I quote from Johnson's l^niversal Cyclopedia :
^^ Henry

Burbeck, an American ofhcer. Born in I>oston, June 8, 1754.

He Avas a soldier in the Revolution and was appointed Captain
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under tlie ConlVMlcratioii, May 17s7. In ITS'.Mic Avas com-

uiissioiicd a Captain ot" Artillery, Major in 17*»1. Licnt. Col. in

1708, and Colonel in 1802.

He served with distinction in tlic lv(jV()lntionary war, that

of 1812 with (ireat IJritian, and in frontier service. He Avas

brevetted brigadier-general in 181o, and retired from the army

June 1815. He died at New London, Conn. Oct. 2, 1848."

^Ir. and ^Irs. lilanchard had eight children, Myron, who

died in childhood, Ahhie, Charles, Clara, Juliette, Lucy A.,

George and l^ouisa ^L Abbie married Mr. X. V.. Whitcond)

of Boxborough, and they have two sons, Arthur M. and Waldo

E. ; Clara is living witli an luiele in Salem; Juliette is at

home: Lucy A. married Mr. (ieorge II. Decosta, and they

with their tw(j children reside at West Acton ; Charles is

married, and settled in Eden, Dakota ; Ceorge remains on the

home farm, and I^ouisa M. married Mr. Charles A. Dudle}^ and

resides in P^ast Caml^ridge, Mass.

]\Ir. and ]\lrs. lUanchard commemorated his ninetieth Ijirth-

day Ijy a celebration at the old homestead, ^londay, Aug. 18,

1884. ^lany relatives and friends took this oppoi'tunity of

expressing l)y their })resence and congratulations, the affection

and esteem in wliicli the Avorthy couple Avere held. The

picture from Avliich the portrait Avas engraved AA'as taken at

that time. Mr. lUanchard's autograph Avas Avritten Avhen he

Avas ninety-two years of age. He died July 30, 1889, AAdien

Avithin eighteen days of his ninety-hfth birthday, and is

interred at Mount Hope cemetery, AVest Acton. His Avidow

resides Avith lier son at the old homestead.

Susannah, daughter of Cahin and Abigail, married Abner

Wheeler of Acton. They had eight children. Mr. Wheeler

died young, and his widow afterwards married Pelatiah Brooks,

of Acton. They had one child. Airs. Brooks died in Shirley.

The first Calvin Blanchard was in the whole Revolutionary

Avar. He AA-as at the battle of Tiunker Hill on the 17th of June

1775, and Avas in some other engagements during the Avar. He
Avas one of those Avho helped to build the forts on Dorchester

Heights, the building of Avhicli caused the British troops to

leave Boston. He lived to return home and settle on a farm
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that is at tlic^ [)i'eseiit time, and lias always been, in tlie

posession of tlie lUancliards. He was killed by the fall of a

tree, Jan. :2, 1800.

JAMES STACY BRAMAN.

Benjamin and (diarlotte (Crossman ) lii-aman, the grand-

parents of James Stacy, of Boxborongh, were born in liriohton,

Mass., and s[)ent their days there. They Avere the i)aients of

seven children, lienjamin M., William L., Lorenzo IF., Elias

(t., James F., Cnrtis AV. and Charlotte A. James Freeman

Braman married jNIiss Mary E. Stacy, of Concord, a niece of

John Stac}', the l)ookseller and printer. Nathaniel Stacy, of

Harvard, was also an uncle of Mrs. Braman. Mr. and Mrs.

James F. Braman had six children, William H., George S.,

James S., Lizzie M., Abbie J. and L^^lia A., only three of

whom are now living ; Abbie J., who married Frederic O.

Grout, of Ashland, and with her husband, and son, Frank,

resides in that place ; Lydia A., the wife of Mr. William

Withington, of l^oxborough, son of John Withington, of Stow,—

they have two daughters, Effie M. and Eva L — and James

Stacy, who married Fannie E., eldest daughter of George and

Mary E. (Ahern) Knight, of Ludlow, ]\lass., and resides on

the farm which has been in possession of the Braman famil}^

about twenty-three years. The house was built l)y Simeon

Wetherbee, Norman Wetherbee's father. Mr. and Mrs. James

S. Braman have six children whose names are as follows

:

Willie H. and Ada M., twins, George S., Clarence P"., J.

Waldo and Benjamin E.

Mr. James S. Braman is a farmer, but works also at the

carpenter's trade. He Avas a member of the school board for

three years. His father, James Freeman Bi-aman, served the

town as selectman, assessor, and overseer of the poor, four

years. Mrs. ^lary E. (Stacy) Braman died Mar. 27, 1858, at

the age of foiiy-one, and was l)uried in Maiden. Mr. Braman

married for his second wife, ^Nlrs. \{. L. (Lowell) liingham, of

Washington, N. H., who died Aug. f), ISTT, at the age of

sixty-tive, and is bnried in Boxborough. Mr. Braman died
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Apr. 2"), IScSC), aged 71 years, 22 (lays. His funeral was

attended l)y lioxborough Grange, No. 1:51, of whicli organiza-

tion lie was a charter member,— his place seldom being

vacant, and the (Jrange burial service was used. He lies in

the hill cemetery.

CHARLES H. BURROUGHS.

Some thirty-five years ago, Charles H. Burroughs, l)orn in

Alstead, N. H., Mar. 9, 1832, settled upon the farm which he

now occupies in the southeast part of the town. He received

the estate from his father, Zabine Curtis Burroughs (1800-1885),

who had occupied it before him. Samuel Burroughs, born

Mar. 25, 1848, a brother of Charles H., served in the late Civil

War four years, but though in several battles, that of

Winchester among them, he Avas never wounded. He is now

living at West Acton. An uncle of these brothers, Samuel

Burroughs, has three sons, Samuel, Ed^vard and Walter, who

are noted physicians in the state of Illinois. The second son,

Edward, is a very skilful surgeon.

May 21, 1857, Charles H. Burroughs married jNIiss Mary

E. Brown, daughter of Hermon and Sophronia Brown, of New

Ipswich, N. H. May 22, 1882, they celebrated their silver

weddino". The marriage anniversary was also the anniversary

of their daughter Lizzie's death. Mrs. Brown has made her

home with her daughter, Mrs. Burroughs, for the past sixteen

years, since her husband's death, and altliough ninety years of

age, seems to be in excellent health, for one so advanced in

years, at the present time. We ([uote from the " Vermont

Phoenix,''— of wdiich paper Mr. Addison Brown was editor for

a great many years,— an article published in 1867 regarding

a reunion of the Brown family, at New Ipswich. " Just before

the Revolutionary war broke out, tAVo brothers, John and

Josiah Brown, then young men, removed with their families

from Concord, Mass., to New Ipswich, N. H., and settled near

each other on new land situated on a high elevation called,

'Flat Mountain.' They carried with them, strength, energy,

patriotism, and a strong religious faith. Here in this new
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country tliev felled the trees, cleared up tlie forests, and in due

time made for themselves and families, comfortable homes.

They both reared lar^'e families of cliihlreii, wlio in their turn

married and had large families, whose numerous descendants

are now scattered far and wide throughout tlie land. John and

Josiah traced their lineage back to Jolm Hrowii, who came

over to this country a few years ii.fter his l)rother Peter, of the

May Flower, and settled in Duxbury Mass. Old John Brown,

the martyr, 'whose soul is passing on ', was probal)l3' a

descendant of Peter, of the ^lay Plower. Josiah Brown
married Sarah AVright, and they raised a family of twelve

children, wdio lived to adult age, married and I'eared large

families, several of whom settled in Wliitingham in this

count}'. It is somewhat singular that the birth of these

tw^elve children followed each other in the following order,

—

three sons and a daughter, three sons and a daughter, three

sons and a daughter. Two of each of the families of John and

Josiah intermarried. ]ieu1)en, son of John, married his cousin

Sarah, daughter of Josiah ; and Aaron, son of Josiah, married

his cousin Hannah, daughter of John. The last couple lived

with tlie ]^)arents of Hannah, took care of them during their

declining years, and resided on the same farm during their own
life-time. They had six children, one, a daughter, was killed

by the kick of a horse, when about eight 3ears of age ; the

next, a son, died in infancy ; the fifth, a daughter, w as married

to W. C. Billings, of Northheld, ^hiss., and died in 183(3.

Three sons ai-e still living, Addison, of Brattleboro, Hermon, of

Boxborough, Mass., and John S., of Lawrence, Kansas. Last

week, these three brothers with their wives, ^Irs. Eliza J. Page,

wife of Wm. ^f. Page, St. Louis, Mo., an adopted daughter of

Aaron and Hannah P>rown, and Charles Burroughs and wife,

daughter of Hermon, with two young children, met at New
Ipswich, visited the graves of their ancestors and relatives that

had gone to the better land, and went to take a view of the

old farm on Flat ^fountain, where the three sons were born

and passed their early 3'ears. There they had a })icnic on a

high rocky ridge, and called to mind days and events gone
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1)V. Tlii'V were accoinpaiiii'd on tliis excursion l)y an old

friend, lU'iijainin l)a\is, ai»-cd SO years, who entered into the

si)irit of the oeeasioii w itli the enthnsiani of a young man,

walking up steep places and over rough rocks, with a iirm,

quick step. Mr. and Mrs. lienjaniin Davis received and

entertained the i)arty at their house, where everytliing was

done for the cond'ort and enjoyment of the guests. The enter-

tainment wa^ jdanned and directed l)y ^frs. Page, to whom

nnicli credit is due foi- the very pleasant gathering of friends

and relatives. One evening there was a large tea-party of

neighbors and friends who came in to greet and welcome those

who had come from a distance to this family gathering. Here

were the extremes of age met together. The oldest was

Joseph Davis, brother of Benjamin, Avho lacks but about four

months of 90 years of age, and is yet bright and active, showing

still, evidences of former vigor and energy. The youngest

was George W. Burroughs. Josiah Brown, mentioned above,

was a man of great strength and power of endurance. He

took part in the Revolutionary struggle, fought at the battle

of Bunker Hill, Avhere he was Lieutenant under Capt. Towne,

of a volunteer company from New Ipswich, and Avhen more

than four-score years of age, at the mention of lUmker Hill, he

would brighten up with new life, and describe incidents of the

battle as vividly as though it had just taken place. It w\as a

great pleasure and gratification to be present at this family

gathering, to see friends who had been long separated, to talk

over the past, and to thank God together for his innumerable

blessings." Mrs. Burroughs has in her possession an old

family Bil)le containing the ancestral records as far back as

174o. Dr. Samuel Prescott Avho was associated Avith Paul

lievere in his famous '^ midnight ride," Avas a great-uncle of

Mrs. Burroughs' mother. He Avas born Aug. 19, 1751. Wm.

Prescott, M. D., says of him in his "Prescott Memorial," "On

his return from Bexington, in the lught preceding the I9tli of

April, 1775,— Avhere he had spent the evening in paying his

addresses to the daughter of a Mr. MuUiken, he soon overtook

Paul Revere and Mr. DaAves on their Avay to Concord. Wlien
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the three had arrived near Hart well's tavern in the lower

bounds of Lincoln, they were attacked by four British soldiers

of a scinitini;- [)arty sent out the preceding evening. Revere

and Dawes were taken prisoners, i^rescott was also attacked,

and had the reins of his horse's bridle cut, but he succeeded

in making his escape by jumping his horse over the wall ;
and

taking a circuitous way through Lincoln, he i)ushed on with

the utmost s[)eed to Concord, and gave the alarm of the

approach of the British, .lie Avas subse(iuently taken prisoner

on board of a [)rivateer, and carried into Halifax, Nova Scotia,

wheie he died in prison." William H. Prescott, the historian,

is also connected with this family. The name Prescott is taken

from two Avords meaning priest and cottage. John Prescott,

the hrst one of the family Avho came to this country, settled in

what is now Lancaster, and the town was named in his honor

from l^ancastershire Co., England, from which he came. He

was a powerful, athletic man, brave and energetic, and followed

the occupation of a blacksmith. He l)rought Avith him to this

country, a coat of mail, armor and habiliments all complete,

and it is therefore supposed that some of his people might

have been Avarriors. This armor was of great service to him in

his dealings Avith the Indians, Avliose superstitious fears Avere

easily excited by means of its Avonderful impenetrability. On

one occasion, having many times, in astonishment and terror,

seen their bullets glance from his armor Avithout any apparent

injury to himself, they drew near and asked him Avith regard to

it. Mr. Prescott shoAved the armor to the chief, and at his

desire, placed the helmet u[)on the Indian's head. It did not

seem to tit the Indian cranium as well as it did the Saxon, for

it is recorded that it slipped down nearly to the chief's ears,

and in one place scraped off the skin. An interesting anecdote

is related of Jonas, the son of John Prescott. He had sought

and obtained the affections of a beautiful girl Avhose name Avas

Mary Loker. l>ut the lady's parents, Avho Avere in high

social position, looked down on the blacksmith's son, and

decided that their daughter must marry a certain lawyer Avho

had shown her some attention, bnt Avhose suit she in no wise
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favored. Tlic son of llic Macksmilli was I'orljiddcii llic house,

but, encouraged by the fair Maiy, lie came against lier parents'

Avislu's. 'Hicn licr ^\indo\\ \\as grated, and wlienever her

forbidden suitor called, she was k)cked into lier room. Young
Prescott continued Ids suit, but paid his addresses to his fair

one under her winchnv. Learning of this state of affairs, the

parents sent the girl secretly to Chocksett,— now Sterling,

—

for a prolonged stay with friends. The young man souglit un-

successfully for his aflianced for a time, but finally lie liappened

upon the town where she was visiting. P^dling in with some

young men witli Avhom he Avas acquainted, he asked them if

there were any pretty girls in town. Without immediately

satisfying his curiosity, they told him that tliere was to be a

quilting party that evening in the village, and gave him an

invitation to be present and decide for himself. He went,

found his ladv amoncr the fair ones ofathered there, manaofed to

become her partner in a dance at the close of the evening,

arranged a plan for future meetings, and continued his

attentions as before. Her parents w^ere soon apprised of the

new state of affairs, and recalling her home, told her peremp-

torily that she must marry the lawyer, or, if she still persisted

in the Avay she had chosen, they Avould cut her off Avithout a

penny. This did not shake the resolves of the lovers, but

hastened their marriage. They liad no property, and Avhen

Mary began house-kee})ing, she had only a tAvo quart kettle,

and half the shell of a pum[)kin for a Avash tub, as utensils.

Yet she lived and prospered, reared a family of twelve

children, and died, leaving 175 descendants, at the age of 82

years. Of this beginning sprang all tlie Avarriors, doctors,

jurors, laAvyers, historians and civilians of the Prescott family.

Benjamin, the youngest son, Avas sent Representative to the

General Court from Groton, at the age of 27 3^ears, and held

this position for seven or eight years in succession.

Humphrey Prescott, of Carlisle, is a Inotherof Mrs. l>rown,

Mrs. Burroughs' mother, they tAvo being the only surviving

members of the family. ]\Ir. and ]\Irs. ])urroughs have four

children living, Minnie L., George \V., Charles H. and
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Marian E. The great sorrow of their lives was the death

from scarlet fever, :\[ay 21, 1880, in Fitchbnrg, where slie was

attending- scliool, of their second danghter, Lizzie, wlieii only

sixteen years of age. .Miiniie L. is a gradnate of tlie

Worcester Normal School, and has been engaged in teaching

for several years, most of the time in Sonth liraintree. At

present she is teaching in lier own home district, No. 4.

(leorge \V. and diaries II. are at home with their father, and

^Marian K. is attending school at Ashhnrnham. Mr. and Mi's.

Burroughs are highly esteemed by all who know tlicni. Mrs.

Burrroughs was a teacher in one of our schools before her

marriage, and is quite literary in her tastes.

Apr. 26, 1891, Rev. John S. Brown, a Unitarian minister,

son of Josiah lirown, and an nncde of INIrs. Burronghs, Avho lias

reached the advanced age of 85 years, walked one mile to

church, preached an interesting sermon of forty minutes

duration, and then walked back to his liome. lie is a resident

of Lawrence, Kansas.

The house where Mr. Burroughs lives, bears evidence of

being one of tlie oldest in town, and there is quite an interest-

ing history connected with it. AVe have already referred to

the Taylor family who resided here in former days. In

Ephraim Taylor's time, it was used as a hotel, and the ancient

sign-board was, until very recently, in existence. One portion

of the second story of the building,— now divided into

chambers,— was, in the days of the hotel, used as a dance

hall. The old muster-field was formerly situated near this old

homestead, where ^Ir. A. A. Richardson now cultivates a large

corn-field, and ]Mr. I>urroughs, a field of asparagus.

THE CHESTER FAMILY.

Phineas Taylor once kept a negro maid-servant on the

Burroughs farm, whose descendants are living in town, and

own property here at the present time. Mr. Taylor obtained

the child Avhen a bal^e, in Boston, making payment therefor

Avith a box of butter. ^'Either the child could not have been

worth much, or the l)ox of butter must have been very large, as
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the best hiillcr was not inori' lliaii twelve eents ii [>oiiii(l in

tliose days," icinarkcd a (lesceiulaiit as tlie iiieideiit was related.

But so the storv has been lianded down from one ^feneration to

anotlier, until tlie present time. Ilavino- journeyed to Boston

on li()rs('])a('k after liis pureliase, Mr. Taylor l)rouglit lier

home on a pillion behind him. They named her Gate Taylor,

and slu' served the family thirty years, when she was given

her lil)erty. j\Irs. Willis, a grand-daughter of Gate Tajdor, has

the freedom papers in her possession. The following is a copy :

*' Know all men by these Presents that I, Phineas Taylor

of Stow, in the Gounty of iNliddlesex in the Provence of the IMassa-

ehusetts bay in new l^ngland, (ientlemen, have giA'en and

granted, and h\ these Presents Gontirm unto my negro maid

Servant named Gate her freedom from me and my heirs and

assigns forever, the above said Gate's freedom is to commence
or begin on Tuesday the seventh day of April A. D. 1772, and

at the end of the thirtieth year of her age and for the true per-

formance of Avliat is above written, I. the Said Phineas Taylor

have hereunto Set to my hand and seal this sixth day of April

A. D. 1772, and in the Twelfth year of his majestie's Reign

George the third King vS: G. Signed Sealed and Delivered in

Presents of us

Silas Taylor

Ephraim Taylor Phineas Taylor."

Aljigail Brown
Some one has said, ^^ Nothing seemed to prosper on that

farm until the maid servant Avas liberated," yet they were

always good to (/ate. At the time of the advent of the little

stranger babe, there A\as an infant girl of the family of about

the same age, called Dolly, and these two were daily i)lay-

mates. The little tal)le at which tliey ate their supper is also

in possession of Mrs. Willis.

Prince Ghester and Gate (Tajdor) Ghester, were the parents

of seven children, K nth, Eunice, Lucy, ^lary. Prince James,

Paul and Silas, all of whom lived and died in Boxborough.

Mr. Taylor gave Gate, for her wedding poition, the farm where

the Talbot family foiinerly resided in the south-western part of
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the town. ;iii<l Piiiice James Chester, her son, formerly lived

on land in the same section now owned I)}' ]\Ir. Peter

AVhitcomb,— from wliich he removed to the place now owned

by Mrs. Willis. Gate (Taylor) Chester, having retnrniMl to

her early home to nurse Mr. Taylor in an attack of spotted

fever of which he died, contracted the disease and died also,

leaving her twin babes, Paul and Silas, but a few months old.

Prince James Chester (1781-1808) married Mrs. Irene Cooley,

(1785-18(31) of Pepperell, and they were the parents of nine

children, of whom only three are now living, Mary Ann, born

May 17, 1815, James Sydney, born July -30, 1820, and Irene,

born June 11, 1822. Mary Ann,— Mrs. Willis, before

mentioned,— owns the small farm where her father formerl}^

resided, but is at present settled in Groton. Her adopted

daughter, Miss Annie Willis, graduated from Lawrence

Academy, two or three years ago, and was recentl}' married.

James Sydney Chester married Rachel Payne, and settled near

his father's home. IVIrs. Chester lias been dead a number of

3^ears. They have eight children living, of whom one son,

Newell, is married and living on the Willis place. They have

two daughters. Irene Chester married Alvin Parker, and

resides on a portion of the ancient Phinehas Wetherbee home-

stead. Prince James Chester was a respected citizen, both he

and his wife having been members of the Congregational

church in Box1)orougli. Mrs. Willis, and also Mrs. Parker

have the well-earned reputation of ])eing very skilful nurses,

and are women of decided Christian character.

TOWER HAZZARD.

Tower Hazzard, now of Harvard, Mass., is the son of Tower
and Lucy (Whitney) Hazzard, formerly of Boxborough, and a

great-grand-son of Cate (Taylor) Chester, the maid-servant of

Phinehas Taylor, who resided on the Burroughs place more

than a century ago. Tower Hazzard, Sr., lived in the south

part of the town in a dwelling which was sub^ecpiently burned.

Here three children were boi-n to them: Lucy Elizabetli, who
married Henry (J. Lewis : To^^'er, Jr., born ^Vug. (J, 1820, who
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iiianiiMl Catlit'iiiic Frei'inan of (iardner, IMass. ; and Martha

Ann. wlio inairicd liaiv.illai Williams.

Tower, and Catherine (Freeman) TTazzard, are settled in

Ihirvard. 'I'hey have tliree children, Warren T., Koswell Ji.

and Martha Aim. Warren 'J\ married Lncy (lalbreth, of

(ieoro'ia, and tliey with their two daugliters, Cora and Stella,

are living in Harr City, Colorado, lioswell B. married Julia

Scott, of Worcester. They have one son. Martha Ann
married Allen II. Hazzard, of Woodstock, Vt., and they have

four children living, Lucy AV., James T., Alva E., and

Charles S.

Tower Hazzard, Sr., was a Methodist in religious belief,

and was highly esteemed as a Christian man by his brethren in

the church. He was very fond of children, and the aged ones

among us — the children of Ids day,— hold him in loving

remembrance even now, and often recall his kindly words and

ways.

His mother, Lucy Chester, (1774-1849) was a woman of

more than ordinary physical strength and endurance.
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CHAPTER IX

THE COBLEIGH FAMILY FRANCIS COXANT — STUAKT P.

DODGE— DRAPER FAMILY JOHN FLETCHER..

THE COBLEIGH FAMILY.

John Cobleigh came from Scotland at an early period, and

purchased land here about 1707. He was the ancestor of a

large family, whose descendants are still with us in the persons

of Ruel T., Daniel W., and Ephraim I>. Cobleigh, sons of

Daniel, born Aug. 10, 1801, and Hannah ( Whiteomb) Cob-

leigh, born July 18, 1804, and Ephraim, son of John and

Caroline (Hayward) Cobleigh. The graind-parents of these

were John and Kachael Cobleigh. From the first one of the

family who came from Scotland down to E[)hraim Cobleigh,

one son has always borne the name of John. The little trunk

covered with hair and studded with brass nails, in AAdiich the

first Jolin Cobleigh kept his money, and his sword belonging

to the uniform Avhich he A\'ore on state occasions, are in posses-

sion of a cousin of Epliraim B. Col)leigli, who received tliem

from his mother at her death three years ago. They had l)eeii

handed down from one generation to another until she o1)tained

possession of them. Daniel (\)bleigh married Ann Perkins of

Biddeford, Me., for Ins second wife. The later years of her life

Avere spent in tlie family of Mr. I^uel T. Cobleigh, wliere she

died May 6, 1891, aged 80 years, 2 montlis. Daniel Cobleigh

died Aug. 14, 1857. Hannah
(
Wliitcoinl)) C()l)leigli died

July 25, 1849. They are buried in the cemetery on tlie liill.

The old Cobleigh homestead formerly stood opposite Mr.

Wright's present residence.
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Ruel T. Cobleigli mairiiMl Klizal)etli II. Pcikins of liiddc-

foid, Me., Feb. 28, ISoG. Tliey IkkI llnve children, Fniiik,

who died youiiL;- : John K., who niari'ied Saiali Within<(ton, of

Prineetc^n, INIav !>, iJScST, and lives on the honie-i)lace,— their

only child, oiive May, died May 28, 1<S90, aged 1 year, 10

months, 2o days,— and Mida E., who married Willard Bnrns,

in 1884, and resides in Fitchlmrg. TJiey have two children

living, Frances ^lay, and Lizzie Mal)el.

Riiel T. Cobleigli lias been active in town affairs, having

been selectman, assessor, constable and collector, and i tor, high-

way surveyor, etc., for a number of years.

Daniel W. Cobleigli married Caroline Smith of Charlestown

for his first wife, and they had two daughters, Hannah Maria,

and Carrie Etta. Hannah Maria Cobleigh married Mr. Chas.

H. Veasie and settled in Boxborough. The}- have four sons,

Alfred A., Henrj^ B.,' Charles Elmar, and Ira. Carrie Etta

Cobleigli is teaching in Harvard. She is a fine musician.

Daniel W. Cobleigli married Mrs. Antoinette Barnard,

daughter of Mr. Varnum Taylor, for his second wife.

Mr. Cobleigli has held the position of town treasurer for

the past twenty-eight years, Avas town clerk for six years,

selectman for seven years continuously — eleven years in all—
and has been elected to various other town offices.

EPHRAIM B. COBLEIGH.

Epliraim Brown Cobleigli, wlio.^e parentage has been

already given, was born in the old Cobleigli homestead, June 1,

1833. His mother died when he was only sixteen, and left an

orphan thus early in life, bereft of the mother's influence and

the home care,— to use his own expression in speaking of this

period of his life, " One who loses a mother loses eveiy-

tliing,"— Feb. 15, '51, he went out from beneath the old ances-

tral roof-tree to make a way for himself. With some of his

young companions, he first Avent to Bolton, Mass., where he

sought and obtained employment in a slioe-sliop. Here he

remained several months, but the following July, without

returning to take leave of the home friends, he directed his
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steps to ("liarlstoii, S. ('., where lie iinnuMliaU'ly ciiL;aL;e(l liini-

self at liis trade. After a stay of a few montlis, the roN Iiil;'

disposition returned in full force, and he set out once more on

a tour westward through the Southern states. Passino- throuoh

Georgia, Florida, .Maljauia, up the Cum])erlan(l to Nashville,

Tennessee : from Tennessee down the Mississip[»i to New
Orleans, he improved his time in studying Southern life as it

Avas presented to him in its various forms in those days of

slavery before the war. Leaving New Orleans, he sailed up

the MississijDpi and Ohio rivers to Cineinnati, Ohio, and

thenee across the river to Covington, Kentueky. Here, liis

funds exhausted, and wdthont friends, he enlisted for five

3'ears in the regular army, (*o. I>. 2d Regiment artillery, doing

eavalry duty. The Navajo war in New iMexico being in prog-

ress at that time, the company Avas ordered to Fort Defiance.

In this forced march of Sept. '52, from Fort Leavenworth,

Kansas, to Fort Defiance, New Mexico, a distance of 1300

miles, tlirougli a country at that time wild and desolate in the

extreme, the young volunteer began to experience for the first

time the privations incident to the life of a soldier. The raw

recruits, unused to such hardship, dropped off continually

along the route until over one hundred were left in their lonely

graves upon the })lains. Sometimes, for three da3^s at a time,

the soldiers Avent without water, until the parched tongues,

black and swollen, attested their sufferings. In this

w ilderness where no white man had ever reared liis dwelling,

surrounded by the Navajo Indians,— a tribe on a parallel with

the Apaches for cunning and treachery,— jNIr. Oobleigh, as a

soldier, remained for five years, never off duty, but doing duty

every day, though often lame and foot-sore ; this life being

varied by^ occasional expeditions with scouting parties under

the guidance of Mexican Jack and Kit Carson. Mr. Cobleigh

gives us the following incident taken from his experience at

that time :

—

"Many an old soldier of the I\egular Army out in that

Indian country in my time, endured liarships and encountered

danger e(pial to any of the terrible sufferings of the Civil War,
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only <>1" aiiotlicr sort. ()ii(' advent iirc oi" my own lias left an

impress on niv memory that time lias not effaced. I take from

my diary,— kej)t tln(»niL;li tliose years, and still [)reserved,

—

the followino- facts : Sept. 1 o. lsr)4, a detaebment of twenty-

five soldiers was made n]» to l;() out in seareli of i^n-azino^

oronnds. Mv dnties as sergeant-major were rather monotonous

just then, so I volunteered to go with this detachment. The

Navajos about us at that time Avere supi)Osed to be " friendlies."

After a day"s mareli, we camped for llie night. Next morning,

three of us, ]\lyers, Kyan, and myself rode about a mile away

from cam[) to the southward, and came suddenly upon a small

band of Indians. rhey made every motion of friendliness, and

when we told them we were in .search of grazing grounds, they

said, ^Good water, good grazing a little way round the

mountain and we show you the way.' We started, the Indians

first taking the lead, but a few fell behind l)efore we entered

the narrow defile, a trail worn in the rocks, with a steep ledge

on one side, and a precipi(*e on the other. I Ijegan to have

feai-s, ])ut it was impossible to turn about and retreat, so we

A\'ere forced to go on, and I tried to hide my suspicions of

danger. We soon came al)ruptly into a beatitifttl valley. These

fertile basins are a wonderful natural feature to be found here

and there among the most rocky [)arts of New iMexico and

Arizona. The valleys are hemmed in by great sandstone walls,

and this jjarticular valle}' of which I speak, seemingly had no

other outlet than the one by which Ave entered. Here were

camped hundreds of Indians, women and children. I said to

the boys, ^' We re in for it." We were invited to dismount,

our horses were turned loose, and our rifles taken from us. I

felt that my time had come as I saw them drive stakes into the

ground, and prepare to give us a scorching. Comrade Ryan,

having red hair,— the Indians have a supreme affection for red

heads, and covet stich scalps above all others,— claimed their

hrst attention, and although the savages bound tis all to stakes

with strips of cedar bark, they proceeded to l)estow their

closest attention upon poor ivyan who howled at them all sorts

of Irish lingo, as the savage hoinU' danced and yelled around
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him. It would luive looked fuiiiiy on tlie staoe of a tlieatre,

but ou tlie stage of life it was horrible. Fiudiug that atten-

tion was drawn from me, I wriggled my hands from the cedar

strips that bound them, unfastened my limbs, and seized my
horse which strayed near me, frightened at the tumult. With

a bound I was on his back, naked as I was, and speeding out

of the valley away over the narrow defile by which Ave had

entered. ^M}^ horse was accustomed to mountainous travel, but

any false ste}) on his part would have sent us rolling down,

down, seemingly to the bowels of the earth. I reached my
comrades unpursued, but we were too small a band to go to the

rescue of Kyan and INIyers, and we never saw them again. My
escape seems fabulous, and as I wrote it in my diary after we

returned to Fort Defiance, I said to myself, " Perhaps I shall

live to see old Boxborough again, for I certainly shall not allow

myself to be entrapped by another lot of ' friendlies.'
"

In 1855, a detachment of soldiers under Col. Pope,— who

later had command of the Union army in the Kel)ellion,— Avas

sent out to survey the Southern Pacific R. K., and his route at

that time Avas nearly identical with the present trend of the road.

At the end of five years, Avith a longing in his heart for a

sight of home and friends in his native toAvn, he obtained his

discharge and returned to Boxborough, bringing Avith him as

the only souvenir of his eventful life at that time, a Avound

obtained in honorable service.

Mr. Cobleigh says : " On the Avay out to Fort Defiance,

scarcely a human habitation Avas to be seen from Fort Leaven-

Avorth to Santa Fe ; the Great West at that time Avas just being

opened to civilization ; but on my return five years later, the

country AA^as full of emigrant trains and S(piatters, and dwell-

ings Avere being erected all along the route."

Mr. Cobleigh had long been thought dead by his people,

and no one recognized in the stalwart young man of twenty-

tAvo, the raAv long-legged youth of sixteen, Avho Avent away six

years before.

July 3, 1858, Mr. Cobleigh married Rosella Wetherbee,

Avho died Jan. 8, 1864, aged 23 years, 6 months, 3 days. She
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was a (laughter ol' ('a[)t. Andi-cw, and Mary (Sargent)

Wetherbee. He nian-ied Salinda Ilolden of Sliirley, for his

second wife. He has no eliihlren.

Ephraim B. Cobleigh has served as town-clerk twelve year.;

contiiiiiously, fifteen years as selectman, and has filled various

positions of trust and responsi})ility. He has been connected

with to\\n ])usiness for twenty-nine years.

JOHN HOWARD COBLEIGH.

John and Caroline (Hayward) Cobleigh had two sons,

Ephraim and Howard. Ephraim married Harriet Whitney,

and they have eight children; Charles, Fred, Nelson, Melvin,

Ora, Hattie, Alfred, and Herbert.

John Howard Cobleigh, born in Boxborough in 1826,

married Lucy Ann Johnson, and resides in Fitchburg. They

have two daughters. Mr. Cobleigh is a jobber, and probably

the oldest in the business in Fitchburg. He went to that city

in 1859, and having purchased a half interest in the firm of

Brown and Houghton who were engaged in quite a prosperous

jobbing business at that time, he remained in partnership for

three years and then purchased the entire interest. He has con-

tinued in the business ever since with the exception of a period

of two years when he was prevented by illness. Before going to

Fitchburg, he had charge of a milk car from West Acton to

Boston for nine years. He was some years ago connected with

the fire department in Fitchburg, and at one time was first

assistant engineer and fireman of the hand fire-engine " Con-

queror." This conaeotio:i was severed about the year 1873.

Mr. Cobleigh is one of Fitchburg's well-known and honored

citizens.

FRANCIS CONANT.

Francis Conant, the eldest child of Benjamin and Sarah

(Randall) Conant, was born in Stow, Mass., Nov. 14, 1814.

He was of English ancestry, being a descendant of Roger

Conant who led the pioneer colony that settled Salem in 1628.

He spent his early years on his father's farm in Sto^\^ and

in the district school, which afforded meagre advantages for
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education. Aftei- l)ee()miiig of age, lie attended a private

seliool in Berlin, ^Nlass., for a short time. In 1841 be married

Sophia, daughter of John Goldsmith of Littleton, and having

built a cottage in Acton, in the vicinity of his early home, he

engaged in farming, the business in which he had been reared.

Here live children were born to them, Albert F., diaries IT.,

Nelson P>., Julia S. and John G. In the winter of 1848 when
only thirty-four years of age, a terrible accident occurred,

which, with unskilful surgical treatment, left him with a lame-

ness from which he suffered until the close of his life. In 1850

he removed with his famil}^ to Boxl)orough and settled upon
the Wood farm which became his home for a quarter of a

century. Here the five younger children, Edwin H., George
F., Waldo E., Adelia M., and Lizzie S. were born.

As a citizen of Boxborough, he was active and interested in

everything that pertained to the religious, educational, and
business welfare of the town. He was elected to many town
offices, having served as auditor, on the board of overseers,

assessors, and selectmen — at one time as chairman—for a

number of years. For several reasons he preferred to attend

church in Littleton, and he was a consistent member of the

Orthodox Congregational church in that town. By his thrift

and enterprise he was able to give each of his ten children,

more than a common school education. One son, Charles H.,

completed a college course, graduating at Dartmoutli in 1871.

In 1874, feeling somewhat the infirmities of age, he

disposed of his farm and removed to Littleton, and there, four

years later, he died at the age of 63 years. His life was one

of hardship and suffering, but the character and prosperity of

his children were a constant scource of satisfaction to him in

his declining j^ears. Merchants sought his sons for desks, from

which positions they naturally passed to be themselves

proprietors. Four sons are merchants, Albert F. and Nelson B.

in Littleton, and John G. and Edwin H. in Shirley. Charles

H. has been a lawyer in Lowell for many years. George F. is

a civil engineer in Columbia, Tenn., in the employ of the

U. S. government, and W;ildo E., of the firm of Conant,
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llouohtoii aiul Co., I.itlU'toii, is a suspeiidtT manufacturer.

Of his three (kughtcrs, the ehlest, Julia S., is unmarried and

resides in Bridtrei)()rt, Conn.; the second, Adelia M., a teacher

since the death of her husband, George A. Parker, is at the

present time hx-ated also in Bridgei)ort, Conn., where she is

engaged in. the l^aining School for teachers. The youngest

daughter, Lizzie S., marrie<l Mr. E. I>. l*arker, of Littleton, and

resides in that town.

Sophia G. Conant, the wife and mother, died Mar. 18,

1878, and both parents are laid in the new cemetery at

Littleton.

STUART PARK DODGE.

Stuart Park Dodge is the son of Silas Parker and Catherine

Park (Kendall) Dodge, of Waltham, Mass. Silas Parker is

the son of Samuel, born in Ipswich, Mass., Mar. 26, 1766, and

Mary (Farnsworth) Dodge, born in Groton, Mass., May 9, 1768.

Silas P. was also born in Groton, his mother's native town,

Apr. 2, 1812, and resided in that place fifty-eight years, until

1870, when he removed to Waltham. His sight has been fail-

ing him for some years, and he is now totally blind. Catherine

Kendall, born in Harvard, Nov. 12, 1821, is the daughter of

Enoch, born in Shirley, Aug. 7, 1795, and Fanny (Shurtleff)

Kendall, born in Montpelier, Vt., Oct. 1800. Silas P. Dodge

and Catherine P. Kendall Avere united in marriage. May 12,

1842. They were the parents of four children, Edwin Parker,

who died in 1871, in Denver, Col., where he had gone to

regain his health, Stuart P., George F., and Frances A.

Georo-e F. was formerly a resident of this town, having lived

upon the farm now occupied by his brother. Stuart P. was

born in Gioton,— as were all the other children, on the farm

Avhere his father Avas born, and Avhere he lived for more than

half a century,— and spent his early years in that town. He

married Miss Sarah J. Farmer, of Harvard, Mass. Aug. 11,

1869.

Mrs. Dodge is the daughter of Deacon Emroy and Sophia

(Raymond) Farmer, of Harvard. Mr. Farmer was the son of
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Tliomas and TTaiiiiali Farmer, of Littleton Mass., and was Ixjin

in that town, Jan. lU, 1816. Jan. 10, 1S81), \w married Sopliia

Raymond, daughter of Joseph and IJlioda Kaynioiid, also of

Littleton, where she was born, Ma}^ 18, 1817. I'litiy made

their home at iirst in Sterling, Mass., where Sarali J. was born,

Nov. 17, IHoO, but removed to Harvard a year later, and there

Deacon Farmer died, ^Vug. 12, 1(S77. He had ])een a deacon

of the Baptist church at Still River for several years. Mr. and

Mrs. Farmer were the parents of seven children, Elizabeth H.,

Warren A., who died in infancy, Nahum H., Luke W., Sarah

J. and Almeda P. Elizabeth Bowers, married James Forrest

Dadmun, of Harvard, Apr, 28, 1861, and they buried their onl}-

child in infancy. Mrs. Dadmun died May 20, 1866. Mrs.

Dodge and two sons are the only surviving children. Xahum
Harwood, married Miss Ella M. Whittemore, of Worcester, and

they, with their two children, Grace Sophia and Walter Emroy,

reside in that city, where he is engaged in the shoe business.

He served his country three years in the Federal armj-, enlist-

ing Aug. 14, 1862, in Co. G. 86 Reg't, Mass. \'ols., and

receiving his discharge June 8, I860. He took part in twenty-

two battles and skirmishes, among them those of Cold Harbor,

Spottsylvania, Fredericksburg, Antietam, Bull Run and Vicks-

buig. Luke W. Farmer married Miss Ella C. AVhitney, of

Harvard, and removed to Somerville. He was in the employ

of Messrs. Adams, Chapman and Co., of Boston, from 1869 to

1888, Avhen he became a member of the lirm.

Mrs. Sophia Farmer, Avho is now seventy-four years of age,

makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. Dodge. She is a

sister of Mrs. Eliza Davis, of Acton Centre, who has entered

upon her eighty-iifth year in quite good health iov one so

advanced in years. These two and a brother, Benjamin Ray-

mond, of Charlestown, are the oidy representatives of their

family now living.

For a time after their marriage, ]\lr. and Mrs. Dodge lived

in Groton, and here they buried their oldest child, while still

an infant. Florence ("., tlie oldest daughter, was also ])orn in

Groton. Afterwards they removed to Harvard, and during
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tlifir ivsidenco in that town, a son was ])orn to them, Eniroy P.,

who (lied Fel). 19, 1885, a^ed 1> years and S niontlis. Mahel

1>. and Frank \V.. tlie reniainin^^ eliihhen, w^ere horn in

Boxhorough, to which place tlie family eame to reside in Nov.

18T<). Tlieir dweliinn' was erected hy Mr. A. W. Wetlierhee

and his father, Mr. John W'etherhee, in 18()(), on a portion of

the old Phineas \Vetlierl)ee farm, and only a few rods from the

ancestral homesteaih

Mrs. Dodge is a kind and sympathetic neighhor, and an

earnest \vorker in the chnrch. Mr. Dodge has held the

position of auditor, also of moderator at town meetings, and

was elected chairman of the School Board of Boxhorough in

1887, to which position he has heen re-elected for four consecu-

tive years.

THE DRAPER FAMILY.

The Draper family dates back more than a hundred years.

Their ancestor, Boston Draper, helped to pay for the ''old

Harvard meeting-house " in 1775, and from time to time the

Draper name apjjears on record in various responsible positions.

Reuben Draper built the house where B. S. Mead now lives.

He was a very ingenious man. Simon AVhitney Draper built

the house wdiich J. F. Hayward now^ occupies.

Mr. David Veasie, of Boxhorough, married Mrs. Tryphena

Draper, Avho is connected with this family. Mr. Veasie was a

native of N. H., but came from Boston to this town wdien a

young man, to search foi' employment. He worked at farming

several years, and then married Mrs. Draper, wlio was a

Worster, and a cousin of her first husband. Mr. and Mrs.

Veasie were the parents of four children : D. Boutwell, (Iran-

ville, Sarah J. and Charles H. Boutwell Veasie married

Nellie Berry, and is a resident of Port Townsend, Washington.

He graduated at a college in Ohio ; afterward studied law, and

was admitted to the bar, but never practised the profession.

He is engaged at the present time in the store of the Nolton

and Adams Hardware Co., Port Towaisend, Washington.

Granville married Miss Cornelia A. Hayward, of Boxhorough,
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and they are settled in Klo'iii, Illinois. Sarali .1. married

Eugene Berrv, and resides in Peahody, Mass. TheV have no

children of tlieir own, but have an a(h)pted son and daughter,

Thomas and Helle. Chniles H. married Hannah Maria Co))-

leigh, and settled in town. (SeeCobleigh Family.) He has

filled the positions of seliool eommittee, selectman, assessor, and

overseer of the poor, for several years

Mr. David Veasie owned a small farm, Ijut followed the

occupation of a carpenter. He died Jan. 2, 1886, aged 7-

vears, 10 months, and is buried in the lower cemetery.

His widow resides upon the Cephas Hartwell place, which

was their home for many years.

JOHN FLETCHER.

I am indebted to one of the Fletcher family for the follow-

.ing sketch.

John Fletcher, son of Peter Pletcher and Lucy Wood, of

Littleton, who settled in Phillipston, Mass., was born July 11,

1800. He married Feb. 28, 1831, Hulda T. Fletcher, daughter

of Eleazer Fletcher, a resident of Koxljorough, and a soldier of

the Revolution. Her sister, Rhoda F., married Stedman

Hartwell, of Natick, brother of Squire Cephas Hartwell, who

was a respected citizen of Boxborough, and held office in that

town as superintending school committee, selectman, assessoi-,

treasurer, and town clerk, for seventeen years. Stedman I lart-

well had two daughters, Almeda and Martha, and two sons who

became generals in the AVar of the Rebellion, Alfred and

Charles. After the close of the war, Alfred became Assistant

Consul at Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, and also practised hnv

therefor a time, diaries entered the regular U. S. army and

died in the service, from disease contracted therein. Almeda

became the wife of E. Dix Fletcher, of Lowell, Mass. She

was a fine teacher, having taught in Woburn for many years.

She had charge at one time of No. 4. school in lioxborough.

Alartha, who has been as a mother to her sister and brothers,

resides on the home place in Natick.
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Edinuiul I^'lclclicr, Ijiotlicr of lluldii T., mariiiMl Lucy,

sister ot" .loliii Kletclier, who resided for several years in Hox-

horouoli. 'I'licir sons now live in Lowell. E. Dix has been a

prominent nu'rchant in tliat city for over forty years, and has

been a member of the City Council. Isaac A., born in liox-

borough, was City Assessor for some years. He is in the

mercantile business. ^laria Fletcher, sister of Hulda, married

Samuel Wetherbee, a resident of Boxborough.

E. Dix Fletcher married Mary A. Lovejoy, of N. H., for his

tirst wife, and they liave one daughter, Mary E. Isaac A.,

married Mary E. Rand, of IJarnstead, N. II., and they have one

daugliter, Anna Dix.

Eleazer Fletcher, brother of Hulda, married Rebecca Kim-

})all of Littleton, who is now living, in her ninety- first

year, witli her daughter, Mrs. Peter Whitcomb, of Littleton.

John Fletcher's wife, Hulda, died June 3, 1888, leaving

one daughter, Hulda A., who died in 1844. July. 4, 1839, he

married Matilda I^owker, of Sudbury, whose ancestors came of

a patriotic race, having taken part in the war of the Revolution,

and that of 1812. The names of their children are as follows :

Josepliine M., John H., Augustine A., Edwin Dix, Avho died

when three years of age, and Elwin B. Josephine INI. was a

teacher in the public schools in Boxborough, and adjoining

towns, for a dozen years, six years in her home district. Since

the death of her parents, she resides in West Acton, where she

is active in church Avork, and social and literary pursuits.

John H., who was in the War of the Rebellion, enlisting, ( )ct.

1861, re-enlisting in 1864, was Corporal in Co. E., 26th Reg't.

Mass. Vols. He was killed in battle at Winchester, Ya., Sept.

19, 1864. His comiades all speak of him tenderly, as one who
was always ready to do his duty .as a soldier, and was loved by

them for his manly virtues. Augustine A. was also a volun-

teer in the War of the Rebellion, having been a lieutenant in the

97th U. S. C. Inft. This regiment Avas stationed in the Gulf

Department He Avas in scA^eral severe skirmishes, where men
l)y his side Avere shot down, but he escaped uninjured. Tliis

regiment did guard duty at the forts, for several months after
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the Kebelliou ^vas crushed. Since the war he lias resided in

Cleorgia, where his father's brother, Dix Fletcher, also lived long

before the war. Mr. Dix Fletcher and his son-in-law, lion. Henry

Cole, had property destroyed by the reljels, because of their

union sentiments, just before Sherman came over Kennesaw, to

Marietta, Ga., on his way to the sea. ]Mr. Cole was also taken

as a prisoner to Charleston, S. C, and was not released for more

than six months. During this time his health became

impaired, and he lived only a few years. Jan. 10, 1870,

Augustine mariled ^Margaret S. Boyd, only daughter of

Colonel William and Tenie Boyd, of Nashville, Tenn. Their

residence is now at Atlanta, Ga. He is actively engaged in the

Georgia pine lumber Inisiness. They have two daughters, Mary

Louisa and Maggie B. Elwyn B. resides at Fort Scott, Kansas,

where he is a prominent druggist. Jan. 10, 18T7, he

married Sarah H. Redding, of Plain View, Minn. At this

time he was in his cousin's, ]Mr. Woodward's, drug store, at

Lawrence, Kansas. Miss Bedding was an cYcomplished teacher

and elocutionist in one of the Lawrence schools. They have

two sons living, John Herbert and Freddie Dix.

Mr. John Fletcher's occupation was farming. His theory

was to have a fine dairy and fruit farm, and as he had an

energetic, thrifty helpmeet, their dairy products commanded the

highest price in the market. He raised calves, colts, and fine

porkers, and having rich hill pasturing, it was profitable also

to fat oxen ; so by wdse planning and careful industry, farm-

ing was made to pay. His townsmen seemed to appreciate

his good judgment and careful forethought, by putting him in

town office twelve years as selectman, assessor, and overseer of

the poor, and, in 1851, paid him a high compliment by sending

him as Representative to the 'General Court. In 1870, his

sons being in other business, and John, the one who intended

to take the farm, having been killed in the army, ISlr. Fletcher,

who was now seventy years old, felt that the care was too

much for him, and sold his farm, (where J. W. Hayward now

resides), though loth to leave the home where he had lived

forty years, and moved to Stow, to be near his brother.
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Mr. Peter Fletcher, whose companionship was very pleasant to

him in his declining yeai-s. His wife died in 1871, and his

daughter resided with and cared for him until his death in

1881, when she made it her home in West Acton.
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CHAPTER X.

THE HAGER FAMILY.

In a volume entitled " Genealogies of the Families and De-

scendants of the Early Settlei*s of Watertown, Mass., including

Waltham and Weston," is found the following :
" Hagar : In the

church records Rev. Mr. Angier wrote the name Agar. Perhaps

it will be ascertained that William Hagar, of Watertown, was

a son of that William ' Hagar that was admitted freeman, May
18, 1631. Both names are found in England, and their arms

may indicate some early affinity, a lion being their chief charac-

teristic." Mr. Daniel B. Hagar, of the Salem Xormal School,

who is a great-grandson of Isaac Hagar, of Weston, says

:

'•'' The two names are probably the same, as they are in the

Bible. As the family was among the very earliest settlers of

Watertown, it is undoubtedly of English origin. I noticed in

London a street named 'Agar.' I do not understand why the

different branches of the family should spell the name differ-

ently. As a scripture name it is always spelled in one way, so

far as the last syllable is concerned." The genealogy in the

volume referred to runs thus : William Hagar (Hager),

married. Mar. 20,1644-45, died, Jan. 10,1683-84. He had

ten children. The third one, Samuel, was born Xov. 20,

1647, died, Feb. 13, 1703-1704. His fourth and last child

was Isaac, of Weston, who was born April 24, 1701. He married

Prudence Allen, July 16, 1724. He had twelve children,

the first of whom was Isaac, who was born May 5, 1725. This

Isaac had four children,— Phinehas, Elizabeth, Abigail and

Zilpah. Phinehas— the ancestor of the Hagers of Boxborough
— married Susanna Leadbetter. He died in Weston, August,
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1817. IK' li:ul niiH' diildivn,— Daniel, Nal)l)y, Pliinelias,

born Jnlv lil, ITSS, CharU's, Helena, Darius, Maria, (ieorge,

who died in infancy, and Oeorge Otis. Daniel died when about

seventeen years of age. Charles lived to manhood, and died at

the West, Helena married Mr. Hersey, and Darius married

Lncv Wright, and had ei^ht children, of whom four died young,

and the youngest daughter, Esther, married a Burnham, and

died several years ago. Of three who are living, George is

married and resides in California, and Augustus P. and Baron

Stowe are both married and settled in Littleton, ]\lass.

INIaria Hager married William Nottage, of Boston. George

Otis married Sarah Day, of the same city, and they had five

children, of whom only one lived to mature years. He,

—

George Otis,— Avas killed in one of the last battles of the War

of the Rebellion.

Phinehas Hager and Ruth Stowe, daughter of ]Manasseh

and Mary (Whitcomb) Stowe, of Hillsborough, N. H., were

married Nov. 1811, in Harvard, by Rev. Isaac Bonney,

^lethodist minister. Ruth Stowe was born in Hillsborough,

Dec. 8, 1788, and died at West Acton, May 9, 1880, aged

ninety-one years and five months. Zion's Herald^ date Nov;

4, 1880, gives the follow^ing :
—

" Sister Hagar, when 16 years of age, upon the death of her

parents, came to Harvard, Mass., to reside with relatives.

Here she became acquainted Avith the Methodists, and united

with the church, to whose doctrines and usages she became

strongly attached. At the age of 23 she married Phinehas

Hagar, of Weston, a man of deep and ardent piety. Her

husband died when she was but 41, leaving her with seven

children, the oldest being but 16 years old. She was a woman
of strong character, never yielding a point where she considered

herself morally right. Her cheerfulness throughout her entire

life was very marked. About five years previous to her deatli,

she resided with a son at West Acton ; here she was near the

church and was a constant attendant, being present morning

and afternoon in all weathers. The last five months of her life

she was partially paralyzed, but so kindly cared for by her
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(laiiQ'hter and son, tliat she was never known to make a

complaint; all her wants were anticipated, and she had only to

answer witli a smile. Thus ended ' the long life of this

Christian woman, and affectionate motlier."

Phinehas 1 lager died Jan. 11, 1880, at the early age of

f(n'tv-one. lie was a mend)er of the Methodist church referred

to in the history of the town, and was a class-leader many

years, lie owned a small farm in the southwest part of Box-

borough, hut worked at the business of a shoemaker, liavhig

learned that trade of Nathan Hagar, of Lincoln. The home-

stead was burned some years ago, but the estate is still in the

hands of George Hager, of West Acton, one of the sons.

Phinehas Hager and his wife Ruth (Stowe) Hager, are buried

in the cemetery on the hill. The}' were the parents of seven

children,— Solomon, George, Sarah, Phinehas, Mary, Ben-

jamin Stowe and Daniel.

Solomon Hager, born Mar. 28, 1813, married Lucy Ann

Fuller, of Vermont, Mar. 14, 1837, and they had three

daughters, of whom one died young. Helen R. married George

W. Kimball and went to St. Louis, where he was connected

with Simmons Hardware (company. ^Ir. Kimball died very

suddenly in 1889, while boarding in Swam])scott, Mass. Lucy

Ann married John H. White, of Chicago. Mr. Solomon

Hager served as superintending school committee in 1839, and

Avas chosen representative from Boxborough, in 1840, and 1841.

He died July 3, 1875.

GEORGE HAGER.

George Hager, second son of Phinehas and Ruth, was born

in Boxborough, INIar. 29, 1815, and resided on the home farm

until his father's death in 1830. For four years afterwards he

lived with Joel Whitcoml) upon the Burroughs farm, and

most of the time until his marriage worked in his native town,

with the exce})tion of two years, spent in Weston, Mass.

Apr. 9, 1850, he married Sail}' Mead, of Boxl)oi'ough, and

settled in West Acton, where he remained one year. Return-

ing to Box1)orongh, he occupied the (dd liomestead until about
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sixteen years ago, when lie again removed to West Acton,

and pnrchased the phice wliere he now resides. He is still in

possession of the home farm. Mr. Hager was selectman and

assessor of Boxborough for a nnmber of years, and performed

the duties of his office with marked ability. Although without

offspring of his (nvn, he is very fond of little children, and

always has a kind word for them.

Sarah Hager, born Aug. 16, 1817, is unmarried and lives

in town.

Phinehas Hager, born July 8, 1820, took the name of

Phinehas A., and went to Oberlin, Ohio, to attend school. He,

with a number of others, went out from Oberlin to found

Olivet College, Michigan. He married Polly J. Edsell, of

Olivet, for his first wife, and they had five children, all of

whom died in childhood. His second wife was Mrs. Sabra

White, of Otsego, Michigan. He enlisted from Otsego, and

entered Company B, Nineteenth Regiment, INIichigan Infantry,

in August, 1862. He was first sergeant of his company, and

acted as captain for quite a long time ; was in Libby Prison at

one time, but was released on parole. He was killed Aug. 7,

1864, during the siege of Atlanta.

The first Phinehas Hagar served throughout the Revolu-

tionary War. He, with others, came up from Weston, crossed

the Concord river in a boat, and joined in the fight at Concord

Bridge ; and he was present at the surrender of Cornwallis at

Yorktown.

Mary Hager, born Nov. 25, 1823, married Benjamin K.

Barnard, Oct. 15, 1843, and settled in Harvard. They had

five children, of whom three, John, Sarah and Mary, are now

living. John married Nellie Green, and lives in Worcester;

they have one daughter, Esther; Sarah married William

Puffer, buried her husband, and resides at home ; Mary married

W. J. D'Ewart, and also lives in Worcester. They have two

children. The oldest son, Charles, died when about a year old,

and the youngest, Charles Wesley, a student at Lawrence

Academy, Groton, died when a little more than seventeen.
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BENJAMIN STUWE HAGER.

Benjamin Stowe Hager was born in Boxborough, Feb. 28^

1826. AVlien eight years of age, he went to Harvard for the

summer and autumn, and attended school in that town. At

twelve years of age he again went to Harvard, and remained

there two years with Phinehas Wetherbee. Three years later,

at the age of fifteen, he united with the Methodist church, to

which allusion has been made in the town history. When

seventeen, he Avorked seven months for Luke Sawyer, of

Harvard. In the fall of 1850, he attended school at Wilbra-

ham, and the next year purchased the Ephraim Whitcomb

place, where he now resides. Sept. 28, 1852, he married

Elizabeth Blanchard, daughter of Simon and Mary (Keyes)

Blanchard, of Boxborough.

After the ^lethodist church was disorganized, ]\lr. Hager

connected himself with the Congregationalists, and all his

energies, down to the present time, have been directed toward

the work of that church. He was chosen one of its committee

even before he became a member of it. He has used his talents

as a teacher in the Sabbath school successfully, teaching the

youth, the young men, and also adult classes. It was his custom,

while his children were about him in the home, to gather them

around him Sabbath mornings, and teach them the Sunday-

school lesson ; and this duty, far from being a burden, was a

pleasure to him. Four of his children are members, and his

eldest son is a deacon, of the Congregational church.

Mr. Hager was secretary of the old Lyceum at one time,

was selectman in 1856, auditor in 1859, and town treasurer

1860-63, a period of four years.

Benjamin Stowe and Elizabeth (Blanchard) Hager Avere

the parents of seven children : Phinehas, Avho died Avhen eight

years of age ; ]\Iary E., AAdio resides at home ; Simon B., George

H., Benjamin O., John M., and Sarah C, Avho died Avhen a year

and a half old. Simon B. Hager married Lucie C. Gilson, of

Littleton, and is settled on the Whitman Wetherbee place.

They haA^e one son, Milton Blanchard, born August 15, 1888.
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LUCIE CAROLINE HAGER.

Tlie sp-.u'o devoted to the following biograpliical sketch

must he more limited than will meet the wishes of Mrs. Ilager's

friends, at wliose request it is inserted. At their request, also,

a few of her poems are given, Avith extracts from otliers.

Lucie Caroline Gilson Avas born in Littleton, Mass., Dec.

29, 1853. Her parents were Robert Dunn (nlson and Lydia

W. Gilson. She is the youngest of nine children; has been a

faithful student in acquiring an education, and has" made use

of her studies as a teacher and book-keeper, as well as a writer

of poetry and prose. She was married in 1882 to Mr. Simon B.

Hager, of Boxborough, in which town they have, since their

marriage, resided. They have one child.

Mrs. Hager has shown much perseverance in all the circum-

stances of her life, and has unusual literary ability. Her poems

show a deep insight • into nature, and the experiences of the

human heart. Many of them are religious in sentiment, and

all have a high moral tone. Some evince the most exquisite

poetic merit, and, as a collection, they would make an interest-

ing, fair-sized, volume, worthy of a place among the works of

the widely known poets of modern times. "The Hills

Beyond," " Faith," " Arbutus " and '' Limerick Bells " are

among her poems which deserve special mention. A bio-

graphical sketch of Mrs. Hager will shortly appear in the

Magazine of Poetry, Buffalo, N. Y. Several of her poems have

been included in collections. Her first published poem

entitled, " We All Do Fade as a Leaf," appeared in the Watch-

man and Refleetnr, now the Watchman, of lioston, in November,

1875. She has Avritten a number of short stories for the

papers. Jane ]Makia Read.
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THE LEGEND OF THE LIMERICK BELLS.

Slowly toiled the youn<j Italian,

In his sunny, native land,

Many years of patient striving

Spent he, on that far-off strand.

But, at last, to crown his efforts,

Sweet-voiced bells before him rose;

Proud and happy was the artist,

—

All forgotten were his woes.

Near the lovely lake of Como
Stood a convent, old and grey ;

From its tower high, his chime bells

Pealed forth sweetly, day by day.

O'er the waters of the Como,
Morning, noon, or eventide.

Wafted was th' angelic music

Through the village far and wide.

There th' Italian sought to rest him
In his quiet, happy home,

List'ning ever to the chiming

Which so dear to him had grown.

But the scourge of war swept round him.

And its desolating hand
Left him fortuneless and friendless,

Homeless— in his native land.

'Mid the strife and wanton ruin,

Low the convent walls were laid

;

And the bells to which he' d listened,

Since they by his skill were made.

By the victor's hand were carried

To some foreign land away
;

Chime of bells no more at morning
Heard he, or at close of day.

Old, before his time, in sorrow

Wandered he from place to place,

But, while growing grey and feeble,

Of his bells he found no trace.

But the mem'ry of their music

Left him never, night or day.

Whether through the crowded city

Or the forest lay his way
;
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All the day he heard their chiming,

And when sleep had closed his eyes,

Still the tuneful bells were pealing

Forth their music to the skies.

Whether on the ocean's billow,

'Mid its mighty rush and roar,

Or beside the quiet streamlet,

Still that music evermore

To the lonely-hearted wand'rer

Whispered low of peace and rest,—

Of the joys the past had brought him.

When his loved ones round him prest.

From beyond the sea. a sailor.

All by chance, at last he meets,

And of chiming bells so wondrous.

He had heard within the streets

Of far Limerick in Ireland,

Was the sailor's changeless theme

;

Lighter-hearted grew the wandVer,

His bells must the sailor mean.

Up the Shannon, sick and weary,

At the closing of the day.

Sailed the wandTer, till the vessel

Anchored near to Limerick lay.

Shoreward, then, the boatmen rowed him
;

'Bove the smoky, mist-robed tow^i.

He St. Mary's spire saw, rising

Through the shadows settling down.

Angel voices to him calling,

Told him that his bells were there
;

And he prayed, " O, let me hear them

Chime forth on the evening air.

" Ring, O bells ! once more a welcome.

As I near yon wave-washed shore.

Once more let me hear your chiming.

And my pilgrimage is o'er."

O'er the clear and quiet waters

Shone the light from off the shore

;

Fanned his brow the gentle breezes,

As o'er Como's wave once more
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Then the music of the chime bells,

From St. Mary's turrets high,

On the evening air came swelling

f^orth in sweetest melody.

Once more was the old man happy,

As he heard the well-known chime,

Home and friends beside the Como
Saw he, as in olden time.

Resting on their oars, the boatmen
Listened to the chiming sweet,

Which to hear was to remember
Till the heart should cease to beat.

Then they sought to rouse the strange

But he lifted not his head;

Calmly, sweetly, he was resting,

For the wanderer was dead.

THE HILLS BEYOND.

Depths of the valley the clouds hover over,

Drear is the path where I wander alone

;

Sadly the north-wind is sighing and sobbing,

Sweeps, through the tree-tops, its wearisome moan.

But, over yonder, the far distant hill-tops.

Bathed in the sunlight, are beckoning on;
'Haste thee, nor stay 'mid the shadows around thee,

Rest from thy journey awaits thee anon."

' Leave thou the valley : afar o'er the hillside,

Onward and upward, there lieth the way
;

Shadows and clouds that awhile may enfold thee
Soon shall be merged in a glorious day."

Fixed are my eyes on the heights, over yonder,
Where nevermore deepening shadows shall lower

;

Cheered by the view of that fair Land of Beulah
Brighter my pathway grows hour after hour.

PASSING.

Passing
From the gloomy, frozen winter,

With its fields all robed in white

;

From the storm-cloud, dark and lowering,

And the tempest's wrathful might

;
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p>om a land of ice-locked brooklets.

Silent groves and leafless trees,

To the merry, joyous springtime,

And its warm, life-giving breeze;

To a land of murmuring streamlets.

Warbling birds and budding Howers,

Soft green paths through blooming meadows.

And the leafy, woodland bowers.

Passing

From the weary toil and striving

Of the ever changeful years,

P>om the waiting and the longing.

From the heart-aches and the tears;

From the loving and the parting,

P>om the loneliness and woe.

From the mounds upon the hillside.

Graves of those we cherished so

:

To a land all lands excelling.

Rest and home— no cold to blight,

Meeting ne'er to know of parting.

And eternal life and light.

I

THE SHADOWED PATH.

Across my path, one sunny day,

A heavy shadow came
;

On all before so dark it lay

I sought the path in vain
;

Awhile I thought to turn me back.

And seek some broader, beaten track.

But past that gloomy shade I knew
There lay a city fair.

Whose streets were gold, and pure and true

The beings dwelling there.

He who that city would not lose,

The shadowed way must surely choose.

Again I sought for it with care,

While from my heart I cried,

' O, lead me to that city fair

Upon the other side."

Then came there One, who said to me,
'

I Ml be thy guide, I Ml go with thee.



Poenu, 133

" So bright and sunny was thy way,

Thou wast forgetting Me.

Until I sent the shadow gray

To hide the path from thee ;

I made it o'er thy way to fall

To teach thee still on Me to call."

O, fellow traveler ! look above

Whene'er thy path grows dim
;

Remember that thy Guide in love

Would draw thee nearer Him;
And surely, if thou' It ask His aid,

He '11 lead thee safely through the shade.

THE FOREST RAMBLE.

One golden autumn day we gathered leaves,

My little friend and I, from forest trees;

So fleet was he, that with my sober pace,

I could of my young friend scarce keep a trace

;

A yellow leaflet here,— a red one there.

He spied, and off he bounded light as air

;

O'er rock and hillock, or perchance a wall,

He clambered for the fairest of them all

;

In forest deep he saw a shrub at last.

And quickly forward to the spot he passed

:

I hastened on, till from a gentle rise,

I saw him, hands outstretched to seize the prize.

Above his head, in colors dazzling bright.

The poison sumach met my startled sight.

'T is poison, child," I cried, " a moment wait,"

But ere I reached the place it was too late

;

For, lest to pick them I would not allow.

He quickly gathered them, bough after bough.

So 't is, I thought, with children older grown,

They cannot let forbidden fruit alone

;

And though the Lord himself should say, " Forbear,'

They grasp the dazzling prize as false as fair.

HERE AND THERE.

A little weeping over glad hopes, perished,

A little laying down of work begun,

A little giving up of treasures, cHerished,

A little mourning o'er the task undone,

A little bearing of the burdens, resting

In Him who ever doeth what is best,

A little longer here, the billows breasting,

Which else would bear us farther from our rest
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And then, beside the quiet crystal river,

"Mid pastures green and fair, shall we repose ;

No tears shall dim the eyes, nor sorrow ever

Shall enter there, nor aught of human woes ;

The Savior's presence makes the whole land glorious,

And there, at last, we '11 see Him face to face.

When, over all these earthly things victorious,

We enter in to Heaven, our dwelling-place.

TRUST.

Does thy path seem to thee dreary ?

Look above

;

Lift thy heart in prayer, nor weary
;

Trust His love.

Whatsoe'er His wisdom sendeth.

Though, with grief, thy heart He rendeth,

Though the blessings that He sendeth

He remove,

All, He for thy good intendeth ;

Trust His love.

Dost thou seek to know what lieth

On before?

*Tis enough that He descrieth

Evermore.

Though thy feet are torn and bleeding.

Take His hand and trust His leading

;

Jesus knows just what thou 'rt needing

On this shore
;

Faith He '11 give thee for thy pleading;

Trust him more.

Though thy cross be not with roses

Strewn today,

Though until this earth-life closes.

Dark thy way.

Yet beyond the night there's dawning

Joy that cometh in the morning
;

Press thou on, thy trials scorning,

On, nor stay !

Thou shalt yonder /;/ the dawning,

Rest for aye.

AUTUMN THOUGHTS.

When the breezes of summer are dying.

And the winds of the autumn time call

Through the tree-tops, with moaning and sighing,

Comes the season, the saddest of all :

—



When the birch and the chestnut are turning

From the mid-summer green to the gold,

And the maples are glowing and burning

In the depths of the thick forest old;

When the sumachs, that none but the Master

Thus could paint, deck the copse and the plain,

And the golden-rod, gentian, and aster,

Fade away in the meadow and lane :

When the song of the cricket comes faintly

From the orchard, the hillside, and lea;—
For *t is then that a loved one, so saintly,

Speaks once more a sad farewell to me.

Like a dream are the years since my childhood.

And again, with a dear one alone,

I am treading the path through the wikhvood,

With the mosses and ferns overgrow^n

;

I can hear as of old the sweet story

That she told me that bright summer day.

Of the Savior, of heaven and its glory.

Which await all the righteous for aye.

Then she said :
" Ver>' soon I.am going

To the beautiful Home that I love
;"

And she plead, while her tears fast were flowing,

That at last I would meet her above.

I renewed the grave promise I made her

In the bright summer days of the year,

When, at rest, in the autumn, they laid her,

'Neath the grasses so brown and so sere.

I have missed her, O, how I have missed her !

Since they took her away from my gaze
;

And my heart, every year, for my sister

Yearns anew, in the sad autumn days.

But the spring, with its sunshine and showers.

Will awaken the buds of the trees,

And will call forth the beautiful flowers

From their sleep underneath the dead leaves.

And as nature ariseth in gladness

From its long winter's rest to rich bloom,

So our loved ones, o'er earth and its sadness

All triumphant, shall rise from the tomb.

Then why mourn that the friends God has given

He removes for a few weary years
;

They are only transplanted to heaven

From the garden of earth's smiles and tears.
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And if true to our (loci, we shall meet them

Over there on the " Evergreen Shore,"

liy the dear Savior's side we shall greet them,

To go out from their presence no more.

THE GOOD NOT LOST.

Do we feel that the word gently spoken

Is forgotten or lost where it lies?

It shall rise yet again as a token,

For the good that we do never dies.

It may shrink to the depths from earth's pleasure

As the bud 'neath the cold, chilling frost

:

But the springtime shall bring forth its treasure.

For the good that we do is ne'er lost.

Does the hand-clasp so earnest and kindly

Seem as naught that we do to relieve ?

It may comfort a heart groping blindly,

It may soothe where a cold look would grieve.

And the kind, loving thought that we cherish, *

Bringing peace to some sad, weary soul.

Giving strength to one ready to perish,

Is not lost while the ages shall roll.

And the word, and the act, and the feeling.

Though they seem very small in our eyes,

May be angels of mercy revealing

The great message of love from the skies.

I

THE OLD RED SCHOOL-HOUSE.

I see it now as when in youth.

We children scampered o'er the sill

:

'T was rude, ah ! yes,— and all uncouth,

The old red school-house on the hill.

'Twas built of brick, but many a storm

Had beat upon those red walls, bare,

And left its mark in rent forlorn,

All plastered o'er with zealous care.

In entry small were ranged around

Or hook or nail for hat or scarf

;

And there at merry school-bell's sound

We hung them up \\\i\\ shout and laugh.
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Our gleesome words we scarce could ciuell

Ere teacher's " Hush,"' a warning gave,

Then quietly in line we fell,

Oft late the punishment to save.

The rough pine benches lettered o'er

By many hands in idle hours,

—

I see them now as when of yore

We wreathed them round with wildwood flowers.

The teacher's desk with seat so high,

Beside the black-board where w^e toiled

O'er problem hard.— with faces wtv.

And hands which chalk and tears had soiled.

The stove that stood the door-way nigh,

—

The "low seat" running out behind,

—

The smoke-stained walls and windows high,

On memory's page, all these I find.

I mind me how a summer day,

We gazed the open door-way through.

On pasture green and broad highway.

Where often passed the friends we knew.

And last, not least, the teachers kind

And scholars who those aisles have trod

:

A few beside us still we find,

—

A few are lying 'neath the sod.

I think of one who shared my seat,

Beside me sat in every class ;
—

But nevermore this one we '11 greet.

Until we too from earth shall pass.

Another faded while the leaves

Were growing crisp and brown and sere :

The time when nature round us weaves

The garlands of the dying year;

Upon the hill-side gray and bare

When autumn winds were blowing cool,

They laid to rest with tenderest care

The favorite of our merry school.

The Angel Reaper came once more.

And gathered home two sisters fair,

—

They passed them to the fadeless shore,

Its peaceful, holy joys to share.

The rest who met within those walls.

Are scattered over all the land;

A few preside in other halls

Of learning,— o'er some merry band.
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And eacli pursues liis chosen way

In paths of wron.ii or paths of right

:

Toils on the tide of sin to stay,

(^r sinks beneath its curse and bhght.

May not our work be but begun,

When life's great school at last is o'er:

And may w^e all, our tasks well done,

Rejoin the school-mates gone before.

The school-house rude no more is seen,

A modern one now marks the spot,

But yet by well-tried friends I ween,

Our school-house ne'er will be forgot.

I MISS THEE.

I miss thee by the little stream

Where we full often roved,

Where grew the flowers, the sweet wild flowers,

We both so dearly loved

;

The asters blooming on its brink.

The gentians. Heaven's own blue.

The lowly pink gerardias

All lead thee back anew.

Methinks their hues would brighter seem.

Their fragrance be more sweet,

Could'st thou, as oft in other days,

Their opening beauty greet.

I miss thee in the wooded glen.

Where ferns and mosses grow

;

And in the long, gray fields at eve.

Dear friend, I miss thee so.

Can'st thou remember still the way

Beneath the pine-trees' shade,

Where, in the quiet eventide.

Our feet together strayed?

I see not now thy welcome form,

I tread the path alone,

Whilst, in the branches, zephyrs sweet

Are sad-voiced spirits grown.

I strain my eyes to catch a glimpse,

Adown the narrow^ street.

Of her, whom oft in bygone days.

My waiting eyes would greet;

I see thee not— I hear thee pass

The casement by no more ;

I cannot hear thy gentle voice

Call softlv at the door.
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The doors are barred, the shutters closed,

Where I was wont to see

The well-known faces from the home

Gaze smiling out at me.

I miss thee from the garden walk,

The vine-clad portico,

And 'neath the trees where I have seen

The loved forms come and go.

I miss thee, miss thee most of all

Within the room of prayer;

No other e'er can be the same,

Thy place is vacant there.

I miss thy words of counsel,

Thy gentle words of cheer,

Thy hopefulness, thy trustfulness,

Thy love which knew no fear.

The place, that thou beside my own

Wast ever wont to fill,

Has waited, as for thy return.

Is empty, waiting still.

I miss thee, but I '11 meet thee soon.

Beside the Living Stream :

On those fair banks all grief shall be

As it had never been

:

There, sweetest flowers our eyes shall greet.

Of amaranthine hue,

Upspringing in the Heavenly fields.

In beauty ever new.

Our hearts shall know no parting there,

No grief shall ever come;

But in that Paradise of God,
" We "11 dwell with Christ at Home."'

EASTER.

The gloom is dense ; the darkness fills

The world with deepest shades of night

The dawn begins
;
Judea's hills

Are bathed in its effulgent light.

'T is morning now ; o'er all the place

Where erst an angry mob was seen

'T is ciuiet ; over all the race

A death-like Stillness reigns as queen.
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The place is luished where Jesus lay:

His murderers have had their will

:

Within the tomb not far away

The smitten /<;;-/// at last is still.

The women come with trembling heart

;

'• Who will for us remove the stone?
''

When lo ! the door is rent apart,

And angel guards keep watch alone.

"
I know your errand; cease your fear;

""

They hear the shining angel say.

•' The Lord is risen ; He is not here

;

Come see the place where Jesus lay.

Go quickly, His disciples tell

To GaHlee He goes before ;—"

A glad refrain the breezes swell,—

" There they shall see His face once more.'"

" Seek not the living "mid the dead,

Lo ! 1 have told you: go your way;

The Lord is risen as He said."

The night is past; 't is break of day.

" He lives !
" the echoes send reply,

" He lives o'er earth and heaven to reign ;

"

And everything in earth or sky

Repeats, "He lives ! He lives again !

"

You who have seen your loved ones die,

Who feel the bitter pain and loss.

Restrain the tear; repress the sigh,

Behold the glowing Easter cross.

The Crucified is ris'n to reign
;

So all He loves shall rise again

:

Let saints and angels join the strain.

And all the nations say, '' Amen !
''

FRINGED GENTIANS.

I gathered them upon the streamlet's brink,

Fringed gentians, blue as autumn skies overhead :

Then sat me down beside the brooklet's edge,

And thought of one for many long years dead.

I gazed upon the blue-fringed petals there.

Until the present day seemed lost to me.

And we, the children then, 'mid other scenes,

Roamed field and wood, al
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We gather gentians by the river side,

These same fair azure flowers, she and I ;

—

We twine them o'er our desks at village school,-

We lay them on a playmate's grave to die.

The years pass on ; within a quiet room

A wasted invalid is lying low

;

A gentle hand is resting on her brow.

And gentian flowers soothe the sufferer's woe.

And then,— the fair blue blossoms purple seem,

The autumn sky is blackness grown o'erhead

;

The gentle zephyrs wailing winds become,

And I am left alone but for the dead.

Upon a pillow of the purest bloom,

Traced in the azure blue she loved so well,

Above a coflined form this tribute rests :

•' Dear friend." W^e loved thee more than words can tell.

The flowers on the earth were withering
;

The sun had run its course ev'n to the west;

I gathered up the faded, dying flowers,

And went my way — once more to home and rest.

CHRJSTAIAS-TIDE.

It is done as I requested

And you need no longer stay,

I will pay this little trifle

At some more convenient day."

Quick the door turns on its hinges.

And upon the cold, gray stone,

With the winter sky above her,

Stands the seamstress— all alone.

Hastily the bell she reaches,

—

But she falters— then— so slow —
Turns away, and down the pathway

Staggers on into the snow.

Bitter winds amid the tree-tops,

Wailing, moaning, hurry by.

But she does not heed their voices-;

Hears she but one pleading cry.

" I 'm so cold and hungry, mother,

Uo not leave your Willie long ;

"

" Come and sit beside me, mother,

List with me the angels' song."
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Well she knew her boy was dying
;

Sickness, want, their work had done ;

And " the crumbs " from Riches' table

Might have jv?7'tv/her only son I

She has gained the narrow alley,

Passed the door and climbed the stair.

Reached the side, 'mid growing darkness,

Of the dear one waiting there.

Blaze the lights in wealthy mansions,

—

But no taper gilds their gloom,

—

Christmas-trees with costly fruitage,

—

Want, dwells in that attic room.

Hark ! the city bells are chiming.

Listen, mother, to their lay
;

' Unto you is born a Savior,

Christ the Lord is born today.

Glory, glory in the highest.

Peace on earth, good-will to men :

'

I shall soon be with the angels,

I shall hear that song again."

Bending o'er her child, the mother

W\aits for him the glad release ;

All forgotten, in the Presence,

W^eariness and hunger cease.

Still the bells are chiming, chiming.

Still the mansions' Christmas cheer.

Still the moaning in the tree-tops ;
—

But the King of Kings is he?'e.

Christmas morning dawns in splendor,

Merry greetings fill the air:

Loving friends round happy hearth-stones

Meet, their Christmas joys to share.

Christmas bells still sweetly chime them,

But the angels' song begun.

Changes to a Welcome Chorus

For the mother and her son.

1S27 — 1877.

Written for the Golden Wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dix, Townsend. Mass., Mar.

1877.

My thoughts through vanished years, tonight.

Flow back, along Time's rippling stream.

As gentle wavelets, clear and bright.

Glide 'neath the moonlight's silv' ry beam ;



P<u>m><. 143

They lead me backward fifty years,

Through joy and sorrow, smiles and tears.

And there I fain would pause, at last,

And view that scene of days gone by ;

Tw'o hands close-clasped, a promise passed.

And then two heads bent reverently
;

Kind wishes said, and all is done,

Two lives have drifted into one.

The happy days to years increase,

—

The quiet years of hope and joy,

—

Ere sorrow comes to mar their peace,

Or mingle it with Grief's alloy ;

Then,— little hands crossed on the breast,

And little forms laid down to rest.

And so the cloudlet veils the sun,

And so the sunshine tints the shade,

As down the years that ceaseless run,

Thought, flowing on, is ne'er delayed
;

Yet two familiar forms are seen,

Through all the changeful shade and sheen.

And children loved are there to bless,

With merry voice and happy face ;

And aged ones round hearth-stones press,

While still the years roll on apace ;

Then,— wadding days and farewells said.

And aged ones laid with the dead.

A daughter calmly laying down
The pleasures of Life's springtime fair,

That up above, the promised crown,

She may with joy forever wear.

Time passes on ; it will not stay,

And fifty years have rolled away.

How fast these fifty years have fled

!

Yet happy years they 've been withal,

The sun e'er shining overhead,

Ev'n while a shadow seems to fall

:

A God, e'er watching o'er our ways.

Whose blessings crown our earthly days.

And now, kind friends, to meet you here,

This eve of early spring, have come
To celebrate with words of cheer

This Golden Wedding in your home
;

Your children, relatives, and all.

Unite in this glad festival.
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May many years of quiet peace-

lie unto you an earnest given

Of fairer days, when life shall cease

Amid the blissful joys of Heaven ;

And may you join when life is o'er,

In that Blest Land, friends gone before.

LOOK UNDKK THE DEAD LEAVES AND YOU 'LL

FIND FLOWERS."

Beneath the dry and withered leaves

On the hillside gray and bare

We find the pale arbutus flowers,

All dewy wet with April showers,

Dewy an(i sweet and fair.

Unseen their beauty 'neath the leaves.

Till the eager, out-stretched hand

Removes the leafy canopy,

Then lowly clustering, we spy

Blossoms,— a fragrant band.

A rough exterior often hides

From the gaze of passers-by,

A heart of truest, purest worth ;

A noble soul of heavenly birth,

Fragrant— its ministry.

But when we search beneath the leaves,-

The forbidding, rude disguise,—

We* find the blossoms fair and sweet;

We find a soul for glory meet,

Which underneath them lies.

I

FAITH.

If, walking 'midst life's roses

With sunny skies above.

Upon our brow soft breezes,

Around us those we love

;

Without a doubt to trouble

Our calm unruffled way.

We trust to God's great wisdom

To guide us day by day.

Can this be faith ?
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Ah I no : but when the blossoms

Are dead around our feet

:

When skies are dark at noon-day,

And all that makes life sweet

Has faded with the flowers ;

If then no doubt intrude

Of Him who of our life-walk

Has made this solitude,

Oh, this is faith.

ARBUTUS.

On a brown and sheltered hillside

'Neath the trees with leaflets sere,

'Mid the mosses and the lichens,

In the morning of the year.

While the wind of early springtime

Through the pine-grove sobs and grieves,

Gathered w-e the pale sweet flowerets

From their nest beneath the leaves.

Fragrant, frail arbutus blossoms,

Waxen, spotless as the snow

;

Just as sweet, and pure, and fragrant,

As they w^ere a year ago.

One short year ago and round me
Friendship bound her silken thread

;

O'er my shadowy w'ay her radiance

Like a living glory spread.

And the rocky path and thorny

Smoother grew beneath my feet,

And beside it, just beyond me.

Bloomed hope's flow'rets, fair and sweet.

But the springtime merged in summer,

And the autumn days drew near

:

Then the heavens grew dark and threatenin<

And the leaves fell brown and sere.

Winter came, and o'er life's landscape

Fell a mantle, cold and white.

All the radiance and the beauty

Shut forever from my sight.

Spring brings not to me the friendship

That the winter stole away.

But the frail, sweet, springtime blossoms

Changeless come to cheer each day.
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EXTRACTS.

The earth resplendent with the golden sunshine

Lies gloritied along our way.

— OUR BLESSINGS.

A lesson we may learn of thee,

Thou busy brook

:

To tread unmoved our narrow way,

Through cloudy or through sunny day.

Unheeding all the world may say,

Nor backward look.

— THE brooklet's LESSON.

The loving thoughts we shelter in the heart

I'pspringing there, the blades of good shall grow,

Which, kept by watchful care from weeds apart,

—

The evil thoughts we but too often sow,

—

Shall flourish, grow in strength, and soon increase.

And we in life's last days the fruit shall see

;

Reward of life well spent,— eternal peace,

—

For " as our sowing, shall our reaping be."

— SOWING AND REAPING.

Oftentimes beside the quiet lake.

The merry children searched for shell or stone,

Or wandered in the meadow after lilies,

Or listened to the water's ceaseless moan.

Past that quiet spot I roamed today,

But sound of human voice I could not hear

;

Where'er I sought,— no sign of human presence,

—

Save Nature's murmur,— silence far and near.

— OUR OLD HOME.

The influence of every word
I felt for either good or ill.

And hearts by loving thoughts bestirred,

A kindly influence e'er distil.

And, as the dew upon the flower,

So falls on man its magic power.

— WORD INFLUENCE.

The day, with its cares, is closing,

And the twilight shades enfold

The gray old hills,

The rocks and rills,

And the pines beyond the wold.



The Eager Family. 147

A quiet, all calm and holy,

O'er the world is resting low,

As if apart

To lift the heart

From its earthly care and woe.

— WORK FOR GOD.

Few her years and full of sorrow.

Yet across the pale, sweet face.

Not a shadow comes to borrow

Aught of all its trust and grace.

— A TALE OF BRITTANY.

Ah ! we know not
;
yet God knoweth.

Wisely hath he planned it all;

Sow thy seed, then wait with patience

Till God's rain and sunshine fall

;

Springing forth but at His bidding

It shall surely hear His call.

— sow THE SEED.

—when at last

The trial's past

The soul shall purer be.

And brighter shine,

Through coming time.

For sorrow's ministry.

— AFTER THE RAIN.

And the deep blue heavens low-bending,

Seem to bless the woodland bowers,

Bidding them awake from slumber

'Midst the gentle April showers.

— SPRING HAS COME.

George H. Hager married Florence E. Albee, of Clinton,

and they have two daughters, Mabel Elizabeth and Mary Alice.

George H. and Benjamin O. Hager are engaged in the grocery

business in Clinton. John ]\r. Hager married :Mattie L. Coan,

of Somerville, and resides in that place. They have a

daughter, Mildred Rich, and a son, Clayton :Marden.

Daniel Hager, the youngest son of Phinehas and Kuth

Hacrer, born Feb. IG, 1829, married Maria H. Nottage, of Stark,
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M:iino, and wnil l.> Kansas where they remained eight years.

They were the parents of live .liihlren, of wliom four are living :

Esther .1. and I'dla .1.. twin girls, William II. and llerhert W.

'rhey are new settk-d \u Wendell, .\hiss. William II. married

Miss Margaret Cope and resi(h's in Tnlly, IMass. They liave

two c-liihlren.
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CHAPTER XI.

JAMES R. HAYDEN— HAYWAltD FAMILY— JOITX HOAR —
^VM. S. HOUGHTON— LITTLEFIELD FAMILY.

JAMES R. HAYDEN.

Mr. James Rule Hajxlen has lived upon the farm which he

owns at the present time", for fifty-one j^ears. His grandfather,

Peter Wheeler, who Avas born in 1760 and died in 1846 at the

advanced age of eighty-six years, formerly occupied the place,

and at his death left it to his grandson. James R. Haj^den is

the son of Rufus and Nabby (Wheeler) Hayden, and was born

in Acton, Mass., in 1824, being tlie youngest but one of a

family of five children, four sons and one daughter. ^Irs.

Susan C. Fletcher, of Fletcher Corner, Acton, is ^Ir. Hayden 's

sister. He came to reside Avith his grandfather in 1840, and

took care of him the last six years of his life. ^Ir. Wheeler

was thrice married. His first w^ife, Mr. Hayden's grandmother,

was Abigail Tuttle of Acton, and Nabby was one of a family

of thirteen. ^Ir. Peter Wheeler served as a major drummer in

the Revolutionary War. He lies buried in the cemetery at the

south part of the toAvn.

Mr. James R. Hayden married for his first Avife, Miss Aro-

line Dickey, of China, Me., and they Avere the parents of three

children, Orville J., William H. and Nellie A. Orville J.

Hayden married ^liss ^lary Stone, of lioyalston, i\Iass., and

they liaA^e one daughter, Hariiet Edith. They reside in

Somerville, Mass., Avhere Mr. Hayden is employed by the

Adams Express Co. William H. Hayden married jNliss Flora

Strickland, of Lowell, Mass., and they, Avith their three
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childivii, Artliiu" A., Florence A., and George, are settled at

East Acton. Nellie A. Hayden married Mr. Frederic Norris,

of Boston, and removed to Mcdford, Mass. Mr. Norris is a

painter in that place. Tlicv liavc tlirec sons, Ernest, Frank,

and Harold.

Mr. James K. llaydcn married for liis second wife. Miss

Harriet Sargent, danghter of Elijah and .Vbiah (Foster)

Sargent, of Denville, Vt. She was the youngest of a family of

eight children.

Mr. lfavden"s brick dwelling is situated at the junction of

the old turnpike and the Stow road, and in close proximity to

the Congregational church and parsonage. He has been sexton

of the church twenty-eight years. He has always been an

industrious man, and the farm of his ancestors has improved

under his hands.

In Peter Wheeler's time, a blacksmitli's shop arose on the

site of the present i)arsonage. The house in which he lived

was situated on the common in front of Mr. Hayden's dwelling,

which was built about sixty years ago. An old well marks the

spot. After the erection of the new edifice, the old building

was removed, and forms a part of the barn on the premises at

the present time.

THE HAYWARD FAMILY.

I am indebted to Mr. Herbert Nelson Hayward, of Rowley,

Mass., formerly of Boxborough, for information regarding the

Hayward family, nearly all of which has been selected from the

" Genealogy of the Hayward Family " which he is preparing

at the present time.

" Georg Heaward " or Hayward, and his wife, Mar}^

(American ancestors of the Boxborough Haywards), w^ere one

of the " about twelve families " that Rev. Peter Bulkeley, of

Odell, England, and Simon Willard, a merchant of Horsmon-

den. County of Kent, brought with them, embarking from

London, May 9, 1635, in the ship " Susan and Ellen" (Cap-

tain Edward Paine, of Wapping, England), and settled at
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MusketiKjuid (Concord, ^lass.), in the fall of 1635. He was

one of the fii*st settlers of Concord, and had an allotment of

land from the first division of lands of. the original grant, by

the General Conrt, of six miles of land sqnare, Avhere lie

bnilt a honse and barn. In 1(^)64 he bnilt a saw-mill, afterward

a corn-mill, at what is still known as Hayward's ]\Iills. His

full name has appeared in ancient records, in addition to that

above, as Gog Heaward, Georg HcAvard, George Heyward,

Georg Heyward, George Heiward, George Heywood and Geo.

Howard: but Savage in his " Genealogical Dictionary" says,

^^he Avrote his name Heaward." Georg Heaward and wife are

quite likely a l)ranch of the Hayward, alias Haward, or

Howard family, that early settled on the Isle of Hartrey, in

the northeast part of Kent County, England. This Hayward
family was a branch of the very ancient and original family of

Havard or Hayward, alias Havert, Heyward, Haward, Howard,

of AVales, where the earliest records of the Norman ancestor,

—

who, it is said, came in the eleventh century from Havre de

Grace, the seaport town of Xormandy, in the northern part of

France,— are found to be.

'' Joseph ; heaward," or " hayward," as he signed his name
to his will, Jan. 29, 1711, was the second son of Georg Plea-

ward and Mar}', his wife, of Concord, Mass. He was born in

Concord, Mar. 26, 1643; married(l) Hannah Hosmer, of Con-

cord, who died Dec. 15, 1675
; (2) Elizabeth Treadway, of

AVatertown, who probably died 1699. He died Oct. 13, 1714,

aged 71.

Simeon hayward, of Concord, sixth son of Joseph and

Elizabeth hayward, born in 1683, married Rebecca Hartwell,

of Concord, in 1705, died May 18, 1719. Dea. Samuel Hay-

ward, of Acton, Mass., second son of Simeon hayward, or Hny-

ward, and Rebecca (Hartwell) Hayward, of Concord,— born

1713, married 1739. Mary Stevens died Mar. 6, 1791, aged

77 years, 11 months, 1 day. Paul Hayward, of Boxborough,

second son of Dea. Samuel and Mary (Stevens) Hayward, of

Acton, born Apr. 2, 1745, married Anna White, of Acton, July

14,1768, died May 16, 1825, aged 79 years, 10 months, 17



1'")- Buxh'n-uHiili : (I Xfir Knuhoid Toirn and its People.

(lavs. I lis wife. Anna, died at the advanced age of 91 years,

8 montlis. 24 days. ( )n comino- to Boxl)orough, they settled

(tn thi' farm now owntMl \)\ Mi-s. ]']li/,a A. I lay ward. Tliey liad

a family of ten children : Anna, Paul, Sarah, Mather, Elizabeth,

James, Susannali, Kbenezer, Mary and Samuel Hayward.

Anna married Moses Wliitcomb ; I)ea. Paul (1771-1841) married

I.ncy Wliitcoml) : Saiah (1772-1866) married Reuben Graham
;

.Matlier (1774-1800) married Lucy Page, of Bedford; I-^liza-

beth (1776-1854) married (1) Gates, (2) Whitcomb, of Little-

ton ; James (1779-1846) married Eunice Wood, of Boxborough
;

Susannah married Moses Hartwell, of Littleton ; El^enezer

(1783-1861) married Polly Wetherbee ; Mary married (1)

John AVood, (2) Jonathan Nource, of Boxborough ; Esquire

Samuel (1785-1863) married Sophia Stevens, of Marlborough.

Dea. Paul and Lucy (Whitcomb) Hayward had fourteen

children : Paul, Lucy, Ephraim, Joel, James, John, Stevens,

Samuel, Hannah, Eliza Ann, Joseph, and three who died

young. Paul, Ephraim, Joel, James, John and Samuel, all

settled in Ashby, Mass. ; Luc}' married John Kimball, of

Littleton ; Stevens married Harriet Johnson ; Hannah died at

the age of twenty-four : Eliza A. married (1) Ebenezer AV.

Hayward, (2) Col. John Whitcomb, both of Boxborough ; and

Dea. Joseph, born Mar. 12, 1819, married (1) Catherine AValton

Wellington, and (2) Mrs. Ellen A. Bezanson, of Chelsea,

Mass., Sept. 30, 1884.

JOEL FOSTER HAYWARD.

James Hayward, who married Harriet Poster, and settled

in Ashby, had one son, Joel Foster, l)orn in Ashl)y, Nov. 8,

1835. He remained upon the farm with his father until

twenty-one years of age, and then attended school at AVilbra-

ham for one year. Returning home, he soon after came to

]^oxl)orough, remained with his Pncle Joseph Hayward a short

time, wT)rked for James C. Houghton, of Littleton, a few

months, and then upon solicitation returned and taught the

winter term of the South school in Ashby. In the spring,
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Mr. Adelbert Mead, of Acton, eiigag-ed liini to work tlnoui^di

the summer for Isaac Whitney, of Harvard. The foHowing

winter he spent in the employ of A. and (). W. Mead and Co.,

Acton, of whom lie bought a farm in that town, where he

remained twelve years. Afterward lemoving to Boxborough,

he resided upon the Stone place nine years, and then having

purchased the farm of Col. John Whitcomb, he removed thither

with his family.

July 6, 1859, he married Sarah E. Webber, of Ashby, and

they were the parents of eight children: Cornelia A., who

married Granville Veasie, of Boxborough ; Cordelia E., who

died young ; James P., Stevens, Joel Foster, Minnie, Martha

J. and Roland.

Joel Foster Hay ward, Sr., was for ten years deacon of the

Coi^regational church in Acton. He taught school one term

in No. 4 District, 1860 ; and he has served the town as super-

intendent of schools, also as auditor and selectman.

Deacon Joseph and Catharine (Wellington) Hayward had

two children, Joseph Warren and Lucie Helena. J. Warren,

born Apr. 3, 1843, married, Jan. 29, 1874, Margaret A. V.

Hutchins, of Carlisle, Mass., and they have four children, Lena,

William W., Warren and Charles M. Mr. Hayward has

served the town as selectman and assessor for several years,

also as school committee. Lucie H. married Edgar C. Mead,

of Boxborough, and they have four children, Clarence W.,

Eben H., Ethel W. and Catharine L. Joseph Hayward Avas

deacon of the Congregational church in Boxborough for twenty-

six years. He died June 22, 1888.

James and Eunice (Wood) Hayward were the parents of

nine children : Eunice, Susannah, James Wood, John (who

died when 26 years of age), Stevens, Lucy Ann, Paul (who

died at the age of twenty), and two who died in childhood.

Eunice married Emery Fairbanks ; Susannah married Sewell

Fairbanks ; James Wood married Hannah E. Conant, of Acton,

Mass. ; Stevens married Charlotte Conant, of Acton, who was

eighth in descent from Roger Conant, the first Colonial Gover-

nor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony at Cape Ann, in 1624

;
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\A\cy Ann niariicd Thomas Ikubeck, of Acton, buried her

husband in 1870, and is now living with her brother, Stevens

Hayward, in Boxborough. ''James Hayward" says William

S. Wood in liis "Wood Genealogy," " was named for his uncle,

James Hayward, of Acton, ^lass., who fell at Lexington, Apr.

19, 1775. tlie day of the Concord fight." He was said to have

been an excellent man and universally esteemed by those who

knew him. He Avas for a number of years, selectman, assessor,

and highway surveyor of Boxborough. Captain James Wood
Hayward, his son, resides in West Acton. He has been active

and enterprising, and is a prominent man in his town.

Stevens and Charlotte (Conant ) Hayward were the parents

of five children : Charles H., who died in infancy, Herbert N.,

J. Quincy, Clara S. and Lottie M. Herbert N. married Sarah

P. Baldwin, of Waltham, and they have one son, William

Baldwin. jNIr. Hayward is engaged in the retail grocery

and provision business in Rowley, Mass., where he resides

with his family. J. Quincy, a graduate of Amherst, class of

1882, is at present engaged on the staff of the Bunker Hill

Times., Boston. Clara S. married Charles L. AVoodward, of

Landsgrove, Yt., Mar. 25, 1884, and is settled on the home-

stead place of her father in Boxborough. They have one son,

Harry. Lottie M. married Charles V. McClenathan, of West
Rindge, N. H. They have one child.

Stevens Hayward received an academic education, taught

school in Boxborough and Acton, and finally settled on his

father's farm, Avhere he has lived most of his life. He was a

member of the Boxborough Light Infantry Company when it

existed, and has been school committee and highway surveyor

of Boxborough.

Ebenezer and Polly (Wetherbee) Hayward had seven

children : Ebenezer W., Albert, Mary, Franklin, Susanna,

Anna and Paul. Ebenezer W. married Eliza Ann Hayward,

daughter of Dea. Paul and Lucy (Whitcomb) Hayward. Dea.

Albert married Eliza Wetherbee, of Concord, and settled in

Acton, Mass. Their two sons, George and Edwin, reside in

AV^est Acton. Anna married Ariston M. Hayward, of Bridge-
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water, Nov. 10, 18()T, and removed to that place, where she now

resides. She taught school in Districts Nos. 2, 3 and 4 in her

native towai, also in the Primary and Intermediate or Grammar

schools in West Acton. Hon. Paul Hayward married Alice

M. Balcom, of Sudbury, Mass., and they were the parents of

four children, Alice P., who died in infancy ; Florence M.,

Albert H. and Gaily H. Florence M. married Maurice G.

Cochrane, of Melrose. Albert H. is master mechanic of the

Thomson-Houston Electric Company, of all work on the West

End Street Railway System, Boston, and he is also purchasing

agent for the same company. Hon. Paul Hayward resided on

his father's homestead for many years. He was school com-

mittee and deacon of the Congregational church for a long

time. He had the honor of being sent representative from

Boxborough in 1871, and he served in the late civil Avar for

nearly two years. On account of the sickness and suffering

experienced while in his country's service, he was gi anted, in

1885, an invalid pension. He removed from Boxborough to

Reading in 1864, thence to Melrose Highlands in 1879. In

1887 he went to Los Angeles, California, and entered the

employ of the Los Angeles Electric Street Railwaj^ as a con-

ductor. He is now temporarily residing there.

Esquire Samuel Haywood and Sophia, his wife, w^ere the

parents of five children : Mary Ann, Louisa, Samuel Henry,

Sophia Lavina, and Susan. Mary Ann, born in Boxborough,

Apr. 19, 1815, married, Oct. 5, 1876, Samuel K. Hildreth, of

Medford, Mass. Louisa, born Sept. 8, 1820, married Augustus

Rice, of Marlborough, and settled at Rock-bottom. She is now «

a resident of Cambridge, Mass. Samuel Henry, born Aug.

13, 1823, married Louisa Conant, and died Dec. 6, 1884.

Sophia Lavina, born Nov. 12, 1826, married Isaac Warren

Fletcher, of Stow% in 1851. He died in 1863. Susan, born

June 11, 1829, died Jan. 13, 1854, aged tw^enty-four years.

Esquire Samuel Hayward lies in the beautiful family lot in

the low^er burying-ground in Boxborough, and his only son,

Samuel Henry, is also buried there.
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Dfiuon M. H. Wood, in his centennial speech, said of the

six Hay ward sons who removed to Ashby :
^^ They, and their

(U'sctMuhmts, exert a hirge intiuence in all that i)ertains to the

welfare of the town, both agricnltnral and educational. In all

the work of tlie cliurch they are generous supporters; one of

thcni at iiis death left a generous l)equest, that these blessings

niii^iit lu' perpetuated." The obituary notice of their mother is

worthy of note: "This aged Christian was a pattern of

industry, kindness, meekness, patience and piety. For three

score and six years she was a consistent member of the Congre-

gational church in Boxborough ; her eleven children joined the

church of their mother, and two of them became deacons in it

after their father."

It is related of Dea. Paul Hayward, grandfather of Dea.

Joseph Hayward, that, having raised a good crop of corn one

season, a thing which no otlier farmer had succeeded in

doing,— seed corn consequently being scarce and high,— he

would sell only half a peck to any one person, rich or poor,

and that at the rate of #2 per bushel.

Dea. Paul Hayward, the father of Dea. Joseph Hayw^ard,

did a great deal for the Congregational church when it was in

its infancy. So marked were his efforts in this direction, that

he may almost be said to have been the founder of it. Was

money wanted for one purpose or another? He helped to

raise it. Were there arrearages to meet ? He put liis hand

into his own pocket and paid them. Was a house wanted for

the pastor's residence ? He built one (Mr. Peter Whitcomb's

present dwelling) and gave the minister the free use of it dur-

ing his lifetime. He was forward in every good word and

work. After liis death, his mantle fell upon his son, Dea.

Joseph Hayward, who was one of the pillars of the church

in Boxborough, and will long ba missed from his accus-

tomed place.

JOHN HOAR.

John Hoar, born July 18, 1791, was one of the old residents

of Boxborough, and formerly occupied the house Avhere Jerome
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Whitney now lives. The artwell, Whiteonih ILind Whitney

places, were, in liis day, all in one farm. He married Harriet

Hartwell, of Littleton, and their three childi-en aie married and

settled in Boxborongh, on these three farms. The eldest

daughter, Harriet Elvira, born Nov. 7, 1816, married Mr. Jerome

Whitney, Jan. 19, 1839, and resides at the old homestead.

Caroline, the second daughter, born March, 1820, married Mr.

Granville Whitcomb, Mar. 4, 1811, and resides near by on a

farm which Avas once a part of the original homestead ; and

Simon Hartwell (Hoar), born May, 1818, married Lydia

Tuttle, daughter of Nathan Tuttle, of Littleton, and settled on

the third farm taken from the original homestead. iNIr. and

Mrs. Whitney have two children living, Harriet Elvira, who
married Ephraim Cobleigh, of Boxborongh, and Ora, who is a

teacher in Maiden. Mr. and Mrs. Simon Hartwell have buried

three children, and have five living, Cora, Florence, Albert,

Linus, and Edna. Cora resides in Boston. Florence married

James, son of Captain Tuttle, of Acton Centre, and is a

resident of that village. Albert married Nellie Fitch, and

settled in Somerville, is in the milk business in that city, and

has acquired quite a propert}^ Linus is also engaged in the

milk business in Charlestown. Edna, at the present time, is at

home. Mr. Simon Hartwell has served the town as selectman,

constable and collector, and auditor, and has filled the positions

of assessor, and moderator at town meetings, for many consecu-

tive years. He is highly esteemed by his townsmen.

John Hoar married Betsey Barker, of Acton, for his second

wife, and they were the parents of five children : Cephas, born

Aug. 17, 1822, Forestus, born Feb. (J, 1831, John Sherman,

bom June 19, 1829, Louisa, born Dec. 8, 1823, and one who
died in infancy. Cephas married for his first wife, Caroline,

youngest daughter of Lyman and Jane Bigelow, and for the

second, Mary, daughter of Capt. Thomas Lawrence, of West
Acton. He is now living in Norwood, Mass. Forestus

married Catherine Gilmore, and resides in West Acton. John

Sherman married Lydia Whitney, sister of Jerome Whitney,

of Leominster, and reared a family of six or seven children.
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Ill' (litMl si'voral years ao-o, and liis widow is a resident of West

Acton. One daughter, Aliee, is a teaclier in that town.

Three of the sons went West and engaged in business as

buiklers and contractors, and another, John Hoar of West

Acton, is an arcliitect.

Louisa Iloai- married Jerome Priest, of Boxborough, Apr.

20, 184^5, and they had three children, Leon A., Carrie L., and

Mabel Barker. Leon A. married Clara Louisa Hartshorn, Nov.

21, 1866, and is living in Seattle, Washington. Carrie L.

married Herman Shepard, Mar. 23, 1871. They were the

parents of tAvo children, Leon, who died i\Iar. 22, 1876, aged

4 years, 1 month, 10 days, and Clare, who died Sept. 3, 1873,

aged 3 months, 19 days. Mrs. Shepard died Jul}^ 31, 1875,

aged 22 years, 8 months, 18 days, and with her two children

is laid in the beautiful family lot in the hill cemetery. Mabel

B. Priest is a teacher,— at the present time in Stow. She

is a gifted musician. Mrs. Priest is sixtjMiine j^ears of age,

but is as active, and energetic, and interested in all public or

private matters of moment as many a younger person.

Mr. Priest has a ver}^ retentive memory, and can relate

many things with regard to the infant town and its people,

with entire accuracy. This family is also connected with the

Wetherbee family, as Mr. Priest's mother was Sally Wetherbee,

Mr. Simeon AVetherbee's daughter.

Mr. John Hoar Avas usher at the time the Universalist

church was dedicated in 1836. He died June 18, 1872, aged

eighty-one, and is buried in the cemetery at Littleton.

WILLIAM S. HOUGHTON.

Mr. William Stevens Houghton, of the tirm of Fogg,

Houghton, and Coolidge, Boston, was born in this tow^n, June

20, 1816, and lived here until he Avas ten or twelve years of

age. He is a son of Captain Reuben, and Elizabeth (Mead)

Houghton, and Avas reared on the farm recently occupied by

Wm. J. Hayden at the centre of the toAvn. His parents and a

brother are buried in the cemetery on the hill, where he has

recently laid out and enclosed a beautiful lot. There is neither
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marble monument nor slab within tliis quiet enclosure, the lot

being surrounded with a tinely Hiiished granite curbing on

which the names are inscri])ed. When questioned with regard

to the absence of monuments, lie said, ^' It is presumption

to raise a monument to man.'' He lived witli his parents in

Littleton for a few years, but went to Boston when about six-

teen years of age, where he afterwards became connected with

a large, wholesale leather firm, which was running, at one

time, two manufactories. His father carried on business as a

merchant at both Littleton Common and Littleton Centre, at

different times.

Mr. William S. Houghton is a .very liberal man, giving

generously of his wealth wherever he sees an opportunity for

doing good. At the time he was in town attending to the

cemetery lot, he was taken by his cousin, ^V\\ B. S. ^lead,

through the Congregational church, which was then being

repaired. Mr. Houghton asked Mr. Mead if there was any-

thing they wanted, and afterAvards contributed the organ as his

share. He did not want anything said about it, and for a long

time no one knew from whence the gift came, except those

most intimately connected with the transaction, but just as

surely as a person's sins will '^iind him out" so also will his

good deeds. Mr. Houghton was the donor of the Reuben

Hoar Library building in Littleton. It is said that Mr. Reuben

Hoar, formerly of Littleton, once saved Mr. Wm. S. Houghton's

father from financial embarrassment, and in gratitude for that

service, the son gave the Library building,—to be called by

the name of his father's benefactor, ''The Reuben Hoar

Library,"— at the cost of #10,000, on condition that the town

of Littleton should raise a like amount, which it succeeded in

doing. Both Mr. Houghton, and his wife, who is now dead,

were trustees of Wellesley College, and were active in religious

work, Mrs. Houghton having been at one time one of ^h-.

Moody's assistants.

JACOB LITTLEFIELD.

Jacob Littletield, of Boxborough, Avas a direct descendant

of Stephen Littlefield, who founded the town of Wells, Maine,
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and was horn in lliat place, June 10, 1808, on the farm where

his father and Lcrandfatlier had lived before liini. The lionie-

stead, althouoli now ('•one out of the family, remained in

possession of the J^ittlelields for many generations. An inter-

esting anecdote is rehited of the grandfather of Jacob Little-

tiehl, who was one of the first settlei-s of Wells, Maine, which

illustrates, somewhat, the unsettled state of the country in those

early times. He, w^itli his family, lived in a log house, as was

customary in those days, and depended for their safety upon his

trusty rifle, and a brave, powerful, and sagacious dog. Look-

ing through the chinks in the loosely built walls of his dwell-

ing one night, he discovered a small party of Indians, a dozen

or more, engaged in peering al)out to discover the best mode of

ingress to his home, that they might slaughter liimself and

family. He waited, watched, and allowed them to work until

he decided they were quite near enough to effecting their

purpose, and then quickly and quietly opening the door a little

w^ay, he let out the eager, powerful dog. At the first onset of

the canine brute, the Indians fled precipitately, and nothing

more was heard of them that night ; but the next morning,

small pieces of Indian blankets w^ere discovered and picked up,

all along their trail for quite a distance, wdiere the brave dog

had dropped them as he followed and worried first one and

then another of the party. Some little time after this, a few

apparently peaceable Indians, having occasion to pass Mr.

Littlefiehrs house, and seeing the famous dog, cried out,

'' Here, you, Littlefield, take caie of that dog ; if it had n't been

for him, we should have had your scalp that night." And the

family concluded that they were of the party, previously so

successfully punished for their temerity by that same dog.

Jacob Littlefield's father, whose name was also Stephen, died

when quite young, and his son Jacob removed to jNIass.,

residing in some of the lower towns at first, and coming to

Boxborough when he was nineteen 3^ears of age. He worked

several years for Samuel Hayward, Esq., on the place now
owned and occiq)ied by Steele i^rothers, and seven years at one

time for Joseph Blanchard, Esq., on the place now ow^ned by
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Steele liiolheis, uliere the buildings were recently burned.

Not. 28, 18-58, he married Nancy, daughter of Ca[)t. Oliver

Taylor, of Boxborough, and they resided with his wife's family

on the Varnum 'I'aylor farm until his death, only two years

afterwards. They had one son, Sheldon, who is now a resident

of California, and a prominent man upon the Pacific slope.

He is quite wealthy,, and has been for some years a member of

the Leofislature of that State. He visited his father and his

native town about fourteen years ago, a year before his father's

death.

i\Ir. Littlefield married his second wife, Ann Brooks Kay-

mond, of Boxborouoh, June 10, 1838. She was the eldest of

the four children of Xathan and Betsey (Cobleigh) Raymond,

who formerly occupied the Nelson place where Mr. Raymond's

father resided before him. Nathan Raymond married Hannah

Hapgood for his second wife, and they had two sons, Ephraim,

and M. Morton, to whom allusion has been made in connection

with the Blanchard and Wetherbee families. Mr. and Mrs.

Littlefield, immediately after their marriage, went to Wells,

Maine, where they remained five years, engaged in farming,

during which time their oldest son, Waldo, was born. When
he was two j^ears of age, they returned to Boxborough and

settled on the Edmund Fletcher farm, now better known as the

Littlefield homestead. They had seven children, Waldo,

Nahum, Charlotte,— who died at the age of sixteen years, and

is laid beside her father in the cemetery on tlie hill,— Hanson,

Susan, Albert, and Julia, all of Avhom, except Waldo, were

born in Boxborough. All are settled in the village of West

Acton except Albert, ^frs. Littlefield, who is seventy-six years

of age, also resides in that village, and her daughter Susan

remains with her. Waldo married Nellie Witherell, of Wood-

stock, Conn., and is engaged as a carriage manufacturer.

Nahum married Adelaide Hayward, and is settled on a farm

near the village. Hanson married Florence Preston, and is in

the grocery business; and Julia married AVillis L. Mead, a

painter of West Acton.
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Mr. Jacob J.ittlclk'ld was oiilm)!" tlu' l)est fannei's in town.

He very much improved tlic farm lie made liis home, having

erected all of the buildings that are now on it, and having

})lauted nearly all of the fruit trees, lie was a public-spirited

man of energy and determination, and while he did not succeed

in amassing great wealth, he secured a comfortal)le competence.

He was connected with town Inisiness as selectman, assessor,

and overseer of the poor, for seven years. He died ]\lar. 1,

1879, aged 70 years, 8 months, 21 days.

ALBERT LITTLEFIELD.

Albert Littlefield, son of Jacob and Ann B. (Raymond)

Littlefield, was born in Boxl)orough, May 8, 1856. His early

education, which was received in our district schools, Avas

supplemented by several terms at Lathrop's Latin and English

school, Waltham. He married Miss Jennie A. Heminway,

Dec. 30, 1884, daughter of Charles A. and Carrie (Adams)

Heminway, of Framingham, and is settled on the farm of his

father, in Boxborough. They have two sons, Charles A. and

Earle R.

Mr. Littlefield is serving the town for the eighth year as

selectman,— as chairman of the board the present year,— is one

of the overseers of the poor, also on the board of assessors, and

chairman of the library trustees. He was an active Avorker as

]\Lister of the Grange for four consecutive years, and is now

lecturer of that organization ; he is also a member of the Odd

Fellows' lodge at West Acton. He Avas interested in the

Lyceum Avhile it existed, haAdng acted as its president, and is

ahvays active in all matters pertaining to the Avelfare of the

toAvn. /
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CHAPTER XII.

THE MEAD FA:SirLY —WM. MOORE JOSEPH H. OREXDOKFF

PAGE FAMILY PATCH FAMILY— AMASA A. RICHARD-

SON— DR. ROBINS.

THE MEAD FAMILY.

The ancestors of the first Mead families connected with Box-

borough settled in Harvard. Deacon Oliver Mead, who was

living here in 1783, and Anna, his wife, were the parents of

ten children,— Sarah, Lucy, Anna, Oliver, Jr., Abraham,

Elizabeth, Nabb}^ W., Samuel, Hannah (who died when eight

3'ears old) and Nathaniel. Sarah, born Dec. 19, 1778, married

Levi Houghton, of Harvard. Lucy was unmarried. Anna

married William Stevens, father of Oliver Stevens,* of Box-

borough. Oliver, Jr., married Betsey Taylor, who was an aunt

of the late Capt. A^arnum Taylor, and was brought up on the

Taylor place. Abraham married a Kimball, from Littleton,

Elizabeth married Reuben Houghton, of Harvard, brother of

Levi, and after her death her husband married the next

younger daughter of the family, Nabby W. Samuel married

three times,— Betsey Stevens and Mary Stevens, of Box-

borough, and Lucinda Conant, of Harvard. Nathaniel married

Lucy Taylor.

Oliver, Jr., and Betsey, his wife, buried several children.

There are seven living : Betsey, Sally, Oliver, Lyman, Emory,

Walter and Anna. Betsey, born Nov. 10, 1815, married Peter

Whitcomb, and settled in town. Sally married George Hager,

* Mr. Oliver Stevens, the son of William Stevens, is still living on the old Stevens

estate, in the southwe-t part of the town. William Stevens was school committee and

selectman quite a long time.
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settk'cl in Uoxhoroiii;-!!, and alkM'wards rcniovtMl to West Acton,

wliere tlit'v still reside. Oliver married Caroline Wetherbee,

and settle(l in town : their oidy living eliild, Sadie A. B.,

marrietl Alfred lirown and lesides at home. Lyman married

Melissa Willis, of Harvard, and they have two children, Lyman

Willis and lOninia : Willis married Jnlia Littlelield, of Box-

borongh : Kmma mariied Frank Priest, of Harvard, and the}'

are both living at West Acton. Emory married Eliza Clement,

of Vermont, and settled in town ; their only living child,

Frances Annie, married Pliilip Cunningham, and they are

settled on the old Stone place. The}^ have four children,

Bernice, Stella, Wallace Emory, and Leo. W^alter married

Eliza Jane Chandler, of Elaine, and is living on the Mead

estate, where his father and grandfather lived before him

;

they have three children : two sons — the firm of Charles H.

Mead and Co.— are engaged in business at West Acton, and

the only daughter, Blanche, is at home. Charles H. married

Jennie Biuce, and they reside at AVest Acton. Anna married

William ^Nloore, and their home is the Bigelow homestead at

the centre of the town.

Samuel, who married Betsey Stevens, settled on the estate

now owned by Mr. Charles Brown. They had three children
;

Mrs. Elizabeth Ives, of Natick ; Franklin, who married Miss

Nancy ^lorse, of Mason, and died in Lunenburg ; and Ben-

jamin Stevens.

BENJAMIN STEVENS ,MEAD.

The subject of this sketch was born in Boxborough, on the

Samuel Alead farm, July 2, 1823, and remained there engaged

in farming until he was twenty-one years of age. The follow-

ing autumn he went to Natick and learned the shoemaker's

trade, but after remaining a 3^ear and a half, failing health led

him to return to Boxborough, where he followed farming in

summer and his trade in the winter season until ill-health

again necessitated a change, when he went to Littleton and

engaged in farming for eight months for Be v. William H.

AVhite. Sept. 19, 1847, he married Kebecca Louisa Burgess, of
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Ihirvard. After liis iiKirriiiox' lie removed to Xatiek and

engaged liimseU" at liis trade for a sliort time, but linding tliat

farm life was better suited to his health, he soon returned and

settled at the old liomestead, where he remained until 1881,

wlien lie purcliased the Reuben Draper place, whicli he now

owns and occupies. Mr. and ]\lrs. Mead have two children :

Hdgar ('., wlio married Lucie H. Hay ward, and is living in

])oxborough, and Minnie L., who married George F. Kings-

l)ury, and resides at Ayer. ISlv. ]\[ead held the office of assessor

and overseer of the poor, and was selectman for twelve years

during the years 1864-84.

Samuel and ^lary (Stevens), his second wife, had only one

child, Samuel, who died at the West.

Samuel and Lucinda (Conant) Mead were the parents of

six children : Lucinda, who married David Howe, of Maine
;

Albert, who married Alwilda B. Crocker, of Maine ; Alfred,

who married Hannah ^Nlaria Miles, of Stow ; Abby, who is

unmarried ; Anna, Avho married Charles Harding, and lived

only a few years after her marriage ; and ^Nlary, who died

young. Lucinda, Albert, Alfred and Abby, all reside in Natick.

Albert ]\lead has been an extensive shoe manufacturer, and has

acquired a large property, but has now retired from the business

and is living upon a farm. He had the honor of representing

his tow^n in the Legislature three years ago.

Nathaniel and Lucy (Taylor), his wife, settled on the

estate now owned by ]\L\ Frank Whitcomb. They had eight

children : Nathaniel (who had his name changed to Adelbert),

Oliver W., born Oct. 19, 1823, Sarah, Maria, iNIary, Anna,

Vairnum and Frances Adelaide. Adelbert married Almira

Hoar, of Littleton, and resides at AVest Acton. Their only

living child, Estella, married Da\id Cutler, and is living in

her father's home. They have live children : Etta, Ethel,

Emma, Adelbert and Azelia. Mr. Cutler is engaged most of

the time in Florida, Avhere Mr. Adelbert ]\Iead owns an orange

grove. Oliver W. married three times; May 22, 1851, he

married ]\Iary E., daughter of Daniel Hartwell, of Harvard.

They had four children, Warren H., born Dec. 18, 1853,
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married Lizzie IJlinidoii. December, 1877, died Jan. 21), 1879,

Julian A., Emma A., and Nelson A., who died in infancy.

Julian A., born Api-. lo. IS.')!), married Mary 1). Kmerson,

Dec. 12, 188!>, and settled in Watertown, where he is a noted

physician. Dec. 24, 1881, Emma A. became the wife of Geo.

Sunnier Wright, son of Mr. (ieo. (\ Wright. Oliver W. Mead

married for his second wife, Aug. 22, 1867, Susan A. Morrill,

with whom he lived onl}- a few months. Jan. 19, 1869, he

married Lucy M. Emery, of Jaffrey, N. H. They have two

sons, Hobart K., l)orn July 4, 1870, and Louis (luy, born

Oct. 3, 1873. The younger son, Guy, is fitted for college, and

expects to enter on a college course, if his health will admit of

it. Both sons reside at home in West Acton. Sarah Mead

married Mr. Low, of Fitchburg, and they had twelve children.

After her death her husband married again, and they were the

parents of five more, making a family of seventeen children.

Maria married Andrew Patch, of Littleton, and went to

Harvard ; of their four children only two are living. Mr.

Patch died about twelve years ago, and about three years ago

his widow went to Charlestown to reside with her son. Mary

married John J. Lothrop, and lived in California until the

death of her husband, a period of over thirty years ; they had

no children. Mrs. Lothrop is now living at West Acton.

Anna married Charles Twitchell, of Fitchburg, and they are

now living at West Acton. They have one son, Clarence,

Avho resides at home. Yarnum B. married Martha A. Kej^es

for his first wife, and for the second, Direxa E. Mead. He

has three children by his second wife : George V., Fred S. and

Adelbert F.

Adelbert, Oliver W. and Varnum ^lead, carry on a large

business at 35 North Market, and 35 Clinton Streets, Boston,

under the firm name of A. and O. W. Mead and Co. I quote

the following from " Our Grange Homes ": '' The location is

considered one of the best in the city. The}' have cold storage

capacity of 1,000 tons at West Acton, and they built the first

large cold storage house in Massachusetts for holding

commission goods. On the Boston premises is every necessary



The Mead Family. 167

ap})liance for the expeditious and efficient liandliiig of all goods

included in the coinmission trade, the utmost efficiency thus

being secured.

^' The ample opportunities given b}^ the long period this

house has been established have been well improved ; a steady

reputation has thus been acquired. The specialties are butter,

poultry, eggs, cheese, fruits, etc., selling to all classes of

customers. Two-thirds of the business comes from the West

and Provinces.

- The business was established in 1844, known as A. and

(). W. jNIead, taking its present title in September, 1866, by

which date it will be seen that this is, with a few exceptions,

the oldest produce commission house in Boston.

'' The early life of Adelbert was passed in agricultural

pursuits. Young Mead Avas apprenticed to a shoemaker and

learned the trade. In 1841 he began to sell shoes in Boston,

and it became convenient to his neiglibors and those along the

route from Boxborough to entrust goods to him for sale on

commission, and thus the present business was eventually

established, he taking as his partner his brother, Oliver W.

Mead. They at first had a large wagon, with a stand outside

Quincy ^Market, and the business Avas conducted at the ^Market

for nine years. It was then removed to 50 North Market

Street, and to the present site in 1866. Mr. Mead is Avell

known to the merchants as a man of unimpeachable character

and high aims, and he owes his success in life to his pluck,

push and ability. He has done his part by liberal and honor-

able methods to place the house in its present position in the

trade. He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and,

with Mr. O. W. Mead, also is a member of the Fruit Exchange.

He is interested with his brothers in railroads, and also in live-

stock in Wyoming.

''Mr. (). W. Mead conducted the farm until twenty-one

years of age, and at an early age he evinced pleasure in intel-

lectual pursuits, and on reaching his majority taught school

until twenty-three years of age in Lunenburg and Littleton.

He then connected himself with his brother in the present
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l)usiiu'ss. He is a lirst-class l)iisiii('ss niaii in every sense of the

word, and lias always niaiiifrsti'd marked linaiicial ability. As

an exeeutive lie i)Ossesses great power, and has carried system

as near perfection as can he ohtainal)le. He has been called

upon to fill positions of trust, and is director in the First

National Bank of Ayer, and trustee in the North Middlesex

Savings Bank of the same town. He Avas also a director in

the Cliaml)er of Commerce, and was one of the charter members

of the Produce Exchange.

" Mr. Varnum B. Mead was born on the farm ; his life has

been varied. When nineteen years old lie went to the Sand-

wich Islands, where he remained five years ; he then liad a

valuable Inisiness experience in Fitchburg, Montreal and Acton,

shipping from Montreal and Acton to Boston, and mainly to

his brothers. He came to this city in 1866, and was one year

on salary in his brother's firm, and in 1867 was admitted to

partnership. He has a large circle of warm personal friends.

Among other positions of trust, he is president of the Franklin

and Megantic Railroad, of ^Nlaine."

WILLIAM MOORE.

Mr. William ]\Ioore, of Boxborough, is the son of William

(1782-1836) and Sally (Hosmer) Moore (1793-1876), formerly

of the part of Sudbury now called Wayland, and was born in

that town, Feb. 23, 1818. His great-grandfather Loring was a

minister, and one of his great-uncles, Timoth}^ Moore, was

waiter to (general Nixon at one time, and afterwards married

the general's daughter. His grandfather, on his mother's side,

was Samuel Hosmer. Both his grandfather Moore and grand-

father Hosmer, served throughout the Revolutionary war. Mr.

Hosmer was only sixteen years of age when he entered the

service. He was wounded at one time, having had a ball put

through his arm, but liis life was preserved. His grandfather,

William Moore, in later years was accustomed to relate to his

grandchildren many an incident or exploit of those Revolu_

tionary days. Indeed, so much Avere these tales enjoyed by the
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younger generation that it used to be a daily subject of con-

troversy as to which of his grandsons should share his room at

night and so obtain the privilege of listening to those exciting

narrations. We give one or two of these incidents as related

by his descendants. Wearied with marching, and being

scantily supplied with rations upon one occasion, grandfather

Moore, with several other soldiers, called at a house,— evidently

inhabited by a tory,— and asked for something to eat. They

would have paid for it, and were willing to do so, but the

request was denied by the lady of the house. They determined,

however, to have food before going farther, so, as the oven or

bakehouse was built outside the main dwelling, they waited,

watched their opportunity and took from it a Avell-browned

baking of pies, with which they satisfied their hunger. At

another time, just after a battle, as Mr. Moore Avas passing

along the battle-field, he came across a British soldier who was

severely wounded, and in extreme agony. " I will give you

my gold watch if you will only put an end to my life," said

the loyalist to the patriot soldier. "No," said Mr. Moore, ''I

cannot do that
;
you must keep your watch." He Avould not

strike ^fallen enemy.

Mr. William Moore, the grandson, came to this town about

fourteen years ago. He married Miss Harriet Willard, daughter

of Ithamar Willard, of Harvard, for his first wife, and four

children were born to them, Seraphina, Francis W., Arianna

and Albert G. Francis W. died in the War of the Rebellion

;

Albert G. is married, and with his wife and family resides in

Stow. The oldest daughter, Seraphina, married Mr. Augus-

tine Whitcomb, of Boxborough, and died Nov. 25, 1881, aged

41 years, 1 month, 25 days. Arianna married Mr. Frank

Lund, and is living in Lowell. They have two daughters,

Carrie A., and Hattie, both occupying responsible positions in

that city. Mrs. Moore died Jan. 1, 1879, and is buried in

Stow. ]\h\ Moore afterwards married Miss Anna ]\Iead, of

Boxborough, a most estimable lady, kind-hearted and ever

ready to help, with word, act, or sympathy.

The late Deacon Silas Hosmer, of Acton, was a brother of

Mr. Moore's mother. Mr. Samuel Hosmer had a family of ten
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chiUlron, of whom one, AbiRT llosmcr, of Lawrence, is still

living at tlie advanced age of eighty-two years. ^Ir. ^Moore

was associated witli ^Ir. Simon Hartwell and Dea. M. E. Wood,

on the board of assessors, for six or seven years, from '80 to '88.

josp:ph h. orendorff.

Mv. Joseph II. Orendorff has been a resident of this town

al)Oiit twelve years. He was born Jan. 26, 1845, in the sonth-

ern part of Pennsylvania, in Adams Connty,— named in honor

of John Adams, second President of the United States,— only

a few miles from its capital, Gettysburg, and within view of

that town become so famous in American history. His early

years were passed on the farm, varied by attendance at the

district school only during the Avinter season. At the age of

seventeen lie enlisted in the Federal army, wdiere he served nine

months in the 165th Reg't. P. V. M., receiving an honorable

discharge, July 28, 1863, at Gettysburg. In November of

that year, he entered as teacher the school where he had

formerly been a pupil, and, at the close of the four months'

term, began attendance at the Normal school in Gettysburg

;

thus, as teacher in winter, and pupil in summer, the educa-

tional processes alternated for the next two years. In 1866,

failing health,— an effect of the hardships and privations

endured while in the army,— warned him that a change of

occupation was desirable, and so the life of study was put away

from him, and the summer seasons given to out-door employ-

ments, although the winters as before were devoted to teaching,

until April 1, 1870. At that time he accepted a position as

book-keeper and collector for the firm of Goodwin Brothers,

Hardware :\Ianufacturers, Philadelphia, which he held

until March, 1878, when once more realizing that he must turn

his attention to a more active business life, in July of the

same year he entered into an agreement to solicit subscribers

for the Baili/ Advertiser and various other periodicals. A
year later, or in June, 1874, this engagement terminated, and

on account of the hard times arising from the panic of 1873,

no permanent occupation was undertaken for nearly five years

;
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then, Apr. 15, 1870, lie took charge of the ohl Willistoii farm

in Boxborongh,— the property at tliat time of ])r. James

McDonakl, of Boston,— which he afterwards pnrchased, and

where he now resides.

August 18, 1880, Mr. Orendorff married Miss Lucy Ellis

Allen, daughter of Samuel F. and Hannah (Ellis) Allen,

of Dedham, Mass. Mrs. Orendorff was born in that town,

June 7, 1857, attended the district school until thirteen years

of age, and afterwards. Rev. C. S. Locke's private school for

four years. She began teaching while a pupil in Mr. Locke's

school, having charge of certain classes, while still continuing

her own studies. After completing her course there, she

returned a year later and taught through the fall term, then, in

April, 1876, went to Dover to take charge of a school, after

which she returned to Dedham and taught four years until

the time of her marriage.

Mr. and Mrs. Orendorff have two children, Jennie A., and

Harold E. They have always taken an interest in the affairs

of the town. Mr. Orendorff was chosen President of the

centennial celebration in 1883, was elected a member of the

board of selectmen for three consecutive years, and has served

in other town offices.

CHRISTOPHER PAGE.

Capt. Christopher Page came to Boxborough from Bedford,

where he formerly resided. He married Lydia Wetherbee

(daughter of Simeon Wetherbee, Mrs. Silas Hoar's grand-

father), and they Avere the parents of seven children ; Mary,

Lydia, Christopher, Dio O ratio, Sylvanus, Ann Maria and

Mary Foster. The oldest daughter died Nov. 24, 1826, when
eighteen years of age. The wife, Lydia, and the remaining

three daughters all died in 1829, of dysentery, within a period

of twelve days. Mary Foster died July 29, when four years

of age ; the mother, July 31 ; Lydia, Aug. 8, at the age of

eighteen ; and Ann Maria, Aug, 9, at the age of eight years,

—

a singularly sad record. Only two of the family are now living,

Christopher and Dio Oratio.
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Mr. Christopher Page, bom Dec. IG, 1815, is married and

has two children, lie resides in New York at the present

time. He still visits his native town in snmnier, making liis

stay with Mr. and Mrs. Priest.

Dio Oratio, born Dec. 29, 1817, married Susan L. Barnard

of Harvard. The Page family once occupied the house where

Mr. Jerome Priest now lives, and Dio Oratio's sons were

born there. Albert Horatio, the eldest, born Feb. 21, 1840,

is proprietor of a paper-mill in Holyoke, and carries on an

extensive business. His income is said to be |100 a day.

He married the daughter of the former mill-owner, and has

three children, two young lady daughters and one son, twelve

years of age. He is a very important and influential man in

church affairs in Holyoke, and recently, generously gave

several thousand dollars to.ward the erection of a Congrega-

tional church in that place. Dio Oratio Page and his son

have always expressed a deep interest in their native town,

and often visit the old homestead on the hill, and among the

hills of Boxborough. The father has many times expressed

the desire to be laid to rest at last in the little cemetery near

his former home.

Henry Augustine Page, the second son, born Mar. 20, 1841,

is a physician of note in the State of Pennsylvania. Seven or

eight years ago, the newspapers spoke in the highest terms of

the valuable services rendered by Dr. Henry A. Page upon the

occasion of a terrible railway accident. His untiring efforts

to relieve and save the sufferers were rewarded by the gift of

a gold-headed cane.

Emory Barnard, the youngest son, born Dec. 11, 1844, is a

resident of Leominster, JNIass.

Capt. Christopher Page was chairman of the board of select-

men in 1830 and 1831.

THE PATCH FAMILY.

The farm where Mr. and Mrs. O. Ewings now reside has

been in possession of the Patch family for at least five gen-

erations. Dea. Abram Patch, who married Hannah Herrick,
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owned it in '' Ye olden time." Afterward it came into pos-

session of his son, Jonathan. Isaac Patch, son of Jonathan,

next occupied it. lie married Jane Butler and they were tlie

parents of three children, Xatlian, Benjamin, who died in

Cincinnati, ().. and Taicv, who is l)uried beside her mother in

the old cemetery in Littleton. Xathan Patch married Lucretia

Hartwell, a cousin of Squire Cephas Hartwell, of Boxborough,

and lived and died upon the Wright place, adjoining the Patch

farm. Nathan and Lucretia (Hartwell) Patch were the parents

of five children: Nathan Hartwell, Lucretia Ann, Benjamin

Henry, who died in infancy. Obadiah Kendall and Benjamin

Henr3\ The two last named are the only surviving members

of the family, and at the present time are residents of South

Acton. Nathan Patch was school committee, selectman,

assessor and overseer of poor, during the years 1835 to 1838.

Isaac Patch married for his second wife, Hannah (Wether-

bee) Cobleigh, widow^ of John Cobleigh and a sister of Oliver

Wetherbee's father. Their two children were Jonathan W.

and Cynthia. Jonathan W. married Roselma J. Tarbell, born

March 23, 1819,— a native of Vermont but a resident of Lowell

at the time of her marriage,— and made his home upon the farm

of his ancestors. Of their live children,—Charles Henry, Francis

Abbot, Lucy Ann, George Albert and Ellen Loretta,— four

died in early years. Francis Abbot, born 1811:, married Miss

Sarah S. Lawrence, a teacher of Harvard, Feb. 25, 1869, and

they reside upon the old homestead farm, but in a new and

beautiful residence which he has recently erected thereon.

Mr. Patch was a teacher for several j-ears. In 1865, lie

taught his last school in Harvard, Mass., assisted by Miss

Sarah S. Lawrence, whom he afterward married. Immediately

after the close of this school, he determined to make a mercan-

tile business his life work and iu the spring of this same year

started for Boston, alone and among strangers, to seek a posi-

tion. After travelling through the principal streets for three

days, soliciting a position, he happened to call upon a tirm by

name of Metcalf and Papendick, dealers in upholstery goods,

who hired him at a salaiy of three dollars per week. He
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inaniiged to live on this amount and paj' his l)oard till the fall

of tlie same year, Avhen he was sent to New York to woi-k at

an advanced salary in a branch store owned by the same con-

cern. Here he remained till the firm retired from business in

1870, when he was recommended to F. M. Holmes and Co., of

Boston, manufacturers of furniture, with whom he remained as

salesman until 1878, serving both in their Boston and New
York stores. In 1878, Mr. Holmes retired and Mr. L. S. Gould

and Mr. Patch succeeded to the business, which they continued

until 1888, when Mr, Patch bought out his partner and con-

tinued alone until June 1, 1890, when in consequence of poor

health he sold out and retired to the farm on which he was

born, where he and his wife are enjoying the quiet of country

life. He was chosen superintendent of schools in Boxborough

the present year (1891).

Jonathan W. Patch died Jan. 30, 1853, and is buried with

the Patch families in Littleton. After his death, his widow

married Orman E wings, a native of Vermont, and with her

husband continued to live upon the Patch farm, wdiere they

now reside. Mr. Ewings had two chiklren by a former mar-

riage, Luther H. and Almeda. Luther H. served in the War
of the Rebellion three years, was wounded in the service, and

since that time has resided in Texas. He is married and has

two children, Pobert and INIinnie. Almeda married Nathaniel

P. Prue and settled on the John Cobleigh farm— now the

residence of Willis H. (looch. She died Aug. 27, 1874. Mr.

Prue died Apr. 9, 1877, and their daughter, Grace M., lives

with lier grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Ewings, who have had

the care of her from infancy.

Orman and Roselma J. Ewings were the parents of two

children: Emma C, who died in infancy, and Henrietta A.,

who resides at home. Nov. 19, 1884, Miss Ella Abbott,

daughter of a sister of Mrs. Ewings and who has been an

inmate of the family from childhood, married Arthur C.

Whitney, of West Acton, where his family now reside, and

went to St. Louis to live. They have one daughter, Louise

Whitney.
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Cynthia Patch, bom June 26, 1811, mamed John Cliaffin,

Apr. 21, 1833, and after a three years' residence on the Patch

farm removed to the Chaffin phice in Acton, Avhere three gene-

rations of Chaffins have lived and died, and the fourth is now

living. They had two children, Hannah, and John Francis,

who died in 1848 at the age of two years. Hannah, born

]Mar. 16, 1831, married Antoine Bulette and resides with lier

husband upon the ChafQn place in Acton. They have no

children of their own, but two foster children gladden the

household: Caroline A. Jewett, who has lived in the family

thirty-five years, having been taken by them when five or six

years of age, and Frank L. Wyman, the son of a cousin of

^Irs. Bulette, who was born on the farm and has always lived

with the family.

AMASA A. RICHARDSON.

Mr. Amasa Allen Richardson is the son of Allen and Ruth

(Wheeler) Richardson, of Acton, Mass., who were the parents

of five daughters and two sons. At the age of ten years, he

went to Vermont to live and remained there about twenty-six

years. He has been in possession of the farm wdiere he now

resides since 1817, a period of nearly forty-four years. He

purchased the land, which w^as a part of the old Taylor place,

of ^Ir. Stevens Hayward, son of Paul and Lucy, and brother

of the late Dea. Joseph Hayward. He married Miss Huldah

Woodward, daughter of Elijah and Rhoda (Austin) Wood-

ward, of Landsgrove, Yt., Nov. 1812, and came to Boxborough,

with his wife and oldest son, then two and one-half years old,

in 1847 ; but as there were no buildings on his farm at that

time, he made his home for the first three years upon the

Burroughs place. In the mean time, having erected the build-

ings which he now occupies, he removed in 1850 to his new

possession with his family. One of the barns upon the

premises is the most ancient of any in towii, having been

built by ]\Iajor Taylor over a hundred years ago.

Mi\ and Mrs. x\masa A. Richardson were the parents of

five chikben, Austin A., Lewis W., Moses F., who died at the
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age of two years and live months, Oren A., and Ada L., tlie

youngest cliild and only daughter, who died when ten months

of age.

:Mr. Austin A. Richardson, born March 18, 1844, married

Miss Mary Withington, daughter of Josiah Withington, of

Harvard, and settled in Acton in 1866. They have three

chihiren, Alfred L., Ida L.,— who married David Millet,

Oct. 18, 1890, and settled in Athoh— and Clara. Mr. Austin A.

Richardson has been section hand upon the Fitchburg railroad

for seventeen years, where he is still employed. He served in

the late AVar of the Kebellion for nine months, nearly sacrific-

ing his life there, but was finally discharged in the winter of

1862, and sent home to recover from an illness to which the

deprivations and exposures of a soldier's life had reduced him.

]\lr. Lewis W. Richardson married Miss Augusta S. Howard

of AVindham, Vt., May, 1877, settled upon the home farm, and

with his father is engaged in farming upon a large scale. Their

oldest child, Luella Abbie, died when two years and ten months

of age, and they have five children living : Harlan L., Charles

H., Sarah A., Alvin AV. and George A. Mr. Lewis W. Rich-

ardson has been a member of the School Board, at different

times, eight years.

Mr. Oren A. Richardson mai-ried ^Nliss Nellie M. AVillard,

daughter of Rev. W. A. P. Willard of Stow, Mass., Dec. 11,

1881, and settled in Hudson, Mass., where he follows the oc-

cupation of a carpenter. They are the parents of two children,

Earle A. and Edith M.

Mr. Amasa A. Richardson's father, Allen Richardson, of

Acton, was one of the men who marched to Boston in the

beginning of the war of 1812, at the call of his country, and

remained there several months. He was in no engagement.

jNIr. Amasa A. Richardson, accompanied by Mr. Chas.- H.

Burroughs, went to California in 1853, and remained there

four years, which time was passed in many and varied fortunes.

Mr. Richardson once related a little incident which occurred on

the way out, while waiting for the transfer of baggage at the

Isthmus. " AVe Avere very thirsty," said he, " but upon look-
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iiig about us for Avater, fouud we coukl obtaiu it only b}^ p'lying

ten cents a drink, which we did." In the recent moist New
England seasons wherein water has been so abundant and free,

it would seem almost like criminal extortion to exact ten cents

for a draught of the liquid element. I recall the remark Avitli

wliicli he closed a recital of anecdotes of that period so fruitful

in experiences. '' The story of those four years in California

would make a book of itself. I was often in danger, yet as

often escaped, and I believe a kind Providence kept me."

]\[r. and Mrs. Richardson have been indefatigable workers;

very few have seen their days and months and years as closely

occupied as have these two. They have been active members

of tlie CongregatioJial church in Boxborough for over forty

years, and Mi\ Lewis W. Richardson and his wife are also

membei's of that church. Mrs. Richardson is a member of the

Ladies' Circle and Woman's Missionary Society connected Avith

the church, and is ever ready and willing to labor for the

advancement of their interests.

DR. DANIEL ROBINS.

The name of Dr. Daniel Kobins will doubtless arouse

pleasant memories in the hearts of many of the older resi-

dents of the towai. Here among these quiet hills he followed

the calling of a country doctor for many years, and made his

home upon the place now owned and occupied by Mr. J. H.

Orendorff. Dr. Robins was he of whom, in 1792, the records

said, " Voted that the doctor sit in the fore-seat of the front."

He was selectman and town clerk for several years. Descend-

ants of this worthy man are about us still.
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE STONE FAMILY— TAYLOR FAMILY.

PHINEHAS STONE.

(From " History of Weare, N. H.'*)

Samuel Stoxe, born in Hartford, England, came to America

in 1633 ; settled in Cambridge, Mass., as one of its first clerg}^-

men, and soon went with others and founded Hartford, Conn.

Simon, brother of Samuel, came to America in ship Increase

in 1633 ; settled in Groton, Mass. Gregory, brother of Samuel

and Simon, came to America in 1633, in ship Increase; born

in Hartford, England, 1590 ; settled first in AVatertown, moved
to Cambridge in 1638, and built his homestead on five acres of

land on westerly side of Garden Street, between Botanic garden

and Concord Avenue. He died Nov. 30, 1672. John, first

child of Gregor}', born in Hartford, England, 1619, came to

America with his father in 1633 ; settled in Sudbury, after-

wards Framingham. In 1656, he purchased from the Indians

land at falls of Sudburj^ Kiver, and owned the larger part of

Saxonville. He was a free man at Cambridge in 1665, and

representative in 1682-3. He died at homestead in Cambridge,

May 5, 1683.

Simon Stone, Jr., born in Groton, 1665, married Miss Sarah

Stone, 1687. Their children were Simon, born 1689, and

Joseph, born 1691. Joseph Stone married Mary Prescott, of

AVestford, May 9, 1728, Avhose father owned and Avorked an

iron forge. Mr. Stone died Sept. 10, 1767. Of their fifteen

children, Thankful, the youngest daughter, born 1754, married

Mr. Harwood, grandfather of J. A. Harwood, of Littleton.

Silas, the ninth child, married Eunice Fairbanks, of Harvard,

Jan. 20,1767, and to them Avere born ten children: Lucy,
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bom ITOS, Eunice, born 1770, Sally (1771-1804), Silas, bom

1773, Phinehas (1775-1852), Betsy Fairbanks (1777-1852),

Hannah, born 1779, Jasper (1781-1858), Joseph (1783-1822),

and Lois, born 1786. Phinehas, born in Templeton, Mass.,

July 3, 1775, moved witli his father's family in 1770 to

Harvard, wliere they remained five years, afterward making

their home in Boxborough, where they resided sixteen years.

He moved to Weare, N. H., in 1808, where he built an oil-

mill * for the manufacture of linseed oil. A village in the

immediate vicinity took the name of Oil Mill village, and

retains that name to the present time. He kept store north

of Emerson bridge and at East Weare. May 3, 1808, he

* Oil-mills were plenty in New England about the beginning of the present century. Linseed

and pumpkin-seed oils were manufactured in them. Phinehas Stone came from Massachusetts,

where he had owned one, to Weare in 1803. July 12, in company with Simon Houghton, he

leased from Benjamin Gale a water-power to run an oil-mill for twenty years, and soon built

our oil-mill. Colonel Stone operated it but a short time, when it passed into the hands of

other parties, and eventually was owned by Christopher Simons.

It was situated on the south-west side of the highway, south of the bridge, a two-story

building thirty by forty feet, the flume on the east side extending half the length. There were

two entrances, one to the second story at the north-east corner by a flight of steps over the

flume, the other to the lower story near the south-east corner. There were stairs inside from

the south-west corner to the second story.

The simple machinery, strongly constructed, was, first, to crack the seed, second, to grind it-

third, to warm the meal, and fourth, to press it. The machinery for cracking the seed consisted

of two iron rollers, ten inches long and eight inches in diameter, fitted to iron shafting placed

horizontally ; the rolls, smoothly finished, ran so nearly together that only a sheet of the

thinnest paper could pass between them. A spout so closely fitted to the rolls that not a seed

could escape conducted the seed to them, from the room above, where it was broken passing

between them. It was then shovelled on to a bed-stone close by, about nine feet square.

Through the centre of this stone stood a perpendicular oaken shaft about twenty inches in

diameter, securely fastened to a heavy timber at the top and revolved by a water-wheel below.

Through this shaft above the bed-stone was a wooden axle about seven feet long, and at each

end was a mill-stone about five feet in diameter, fourteen inches thick. Behind each stone

wheel was a follower to keep the meal in place, and they, going round and round about

twenty times a minute, soon ground out a pressing. The meal w'as then put into a thick sheet-

iron cylinder, which was made to revolve several times a nimute over a slow fire. When
properly warmed, it was put into canvas bags, and these placed in the press box, and power

applied by an iron screw about four inches in diameter, turned by strong machinery connected

with the water-wheel. The oil, like cider, ran down into a tub from which it was dipped into

barrels. The flax-cake was taken out of the press, chopped into small pieces with an axe,

again placed under the great stone wheels, ground into meal and sold to be fed to the farmers'

stock. The oil was sold for about $1.50 a gallon, and hundreds of barrels were made each

year.

The raising of flax was a great industry before the time of cotton-factories, and flaxseed

used to be taken at all the stores as barter and sold in turn to the oil-mills. Stone, and after

him Simons, used to have great bins of it, more than five hundred bushels, stored in the

second story of their oil-mill at a time. Then the mill ran more than two-thirds of the year.

In 1835, but a few bushels of seed could be obtained, the mill ran only two or three weeks, and

in 1836 the business ceased. Linseed as well as pumpkin-seed oil found a ready market in

those days, and the business was profitable.
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inarriiMl llaiiiiali .loiii'S, a native of LondondeiTy, who was

l)()rii April i^T, 17s:>, and taug-ht school at Oil ^lill village.

Thi'ir eight children were all born at Weare ; viz., Sarah,

Phinehas J., Silas, Josiah, wlio died when an infant, Amos,

Jasper, Joseph, and Jonathan. In 1824, lie removed witli

liis family to Charlestown, Mass.; there he kept a grocery

store ; died at Charlestown, Jan. 0, 1852, aged seventy-seven

vears, and was buried in the tomb which he had built the year

before at Boxborough. His wife died in Charlestow^n, Dec. 17,

1S(37, aged eighty-four years seven months twenty days, and

is laid beside him. Phinehas Stone was captain of a company

of New Hampshire detatched militia of the first regiment under

Lieut.-Col. N. Fisk, in the Avar of 1812, went from AVeare on

or about Sept, 12, 1814, did actual service at Portsmouth,

X. H., and was honorably discharged. He was drafted at

Goffstown for three months, continued to be captain for some

time and was subsequently chosen colonel of the regiment.

(1818.)

The daughter, Sarah, was born Mar. 18, 1809, married Seth

W. Lewis, of Claremont, X. H., in 1834, and died in. Charles-

town, Mass., Apr. 27, 1872, aged sixty-three years. Her

husband, Seth ^\ . Lewis, died July 1, 1872, aged sixty-six

years. They were buried in Woodlawn cemetery.

PHINEHAS J. STONE.

Phinehas Jones, second child and eldest son of Hannah

(Jones) and Col. Phinehas Stone, was born in Weare, N. H.,

May 23, 1810, where he lived until Noveml)er, 1824, when he

removed with his family to Charlestown, Mass., which has ever

since been his adopted home. He married Ann Alaria Lind-

sey, June 20, 1841. She died Sept. 6, 1851. Joseph Stone,

fourth child of Phinehas J. and Ann M. (Lindsey) Stone, was

born at Charlestown, Mass., Jan. 4, 1848, graduated from

Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1868 as Civil Engi-

neer, and took the degree of S. B., entered the office of

William H. Thompson, Boston, July, 1868, as mill engineer,

])ecame mill engineer for the Manchester Print Works, Man-
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Chester, N. H., in 1870, and was appointed agent, Feb. 1, 1(S74.

On the reorganization of the company as the ^Manchester Mills,

in April, 1874, he was continned as agent until Sept. 80, 1880.

Oct. 1, 1880, he was appointed superintendent of the Lower

Pacific Mills, Lawrence, ]\Iass., devoted to the manufacture of

worsted goods. He Avas married Jan. 12, 1870, to Lillias

Blaikie, only daughter of Kev. Alexander Blaikie, D.D., of

Boston, who died, without children, in Dedham, jNIass.,

Dec. 2G, 1873. He was again married, Feb. 10, 1880,

to Minnie Harris, eldest daughter of Horatio Harris, Esq., of

Roxbury, by whom he had a son, Harris Stone, who was born

Dec. 4, 1880, and died Aug. 12, 1881, also a daughter,

]\Larion Stone, born Oct. 14, 1882. He lived at home with his

father until 1870, Avhen, after marriage, he moved to Dedham,

wdiere he lived until Feb. 1, 1874, when he moved to ]\lan-

chester, X. H.

I quote from The BunJcer mil Times, of Aug. 24, 1889,

with regard to another son of Mr. Stone : " On Sunday morn-

ing at 3.20 o' clock, Phinehas J. Stone, Jr., passed away at the

Isles of Shoals, terminating a life, the closing years of AAdiich

w^ere marred by almost uninterrupted illness. AVell known and

liked by every old resident of the district, his death, though not

unheralded, was an event which called forth universal sorrow

and sympathy. He Avas born in Charlestown, Jan. 28, 1842.

In youth his constitution was far from robust, but he pursued

his studies w^ithout interruption until he was graduated with

honor from the High School. His delicate health prevented

his attempting a collegiate course, and he prepared himself for

a business life. His qualifications for a commercial career Avere

remarkably good. Affable and honest, it Avas a pleasure to

transact business Avith him, Avhile his remarkable memory Avas

the Avonder of all who knew him. His nature was retined and

artistic, and his passionate loA^e of music Avas evinced even to

the last moments of his life. He Avas of a hopeful and merry

disposition, and Avhile on his death-bed strove to cheer his

attendants and friends, allowing no complaints or murnnirs to

escape him. His charity was spontaneous but discreet. He
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fould in»l w itiK'ss suffering- witlioiit atti'iiiptiiio- to alleviate it.

Maiiv iiistuiK't's of ('lririt:il)k' (K'ods done by liim have come to

lioht, and that he is sincerely mourned by many who have

received aid at his hands in days of trouble is the best

eulog'v that could have been pronounced u})on his life.

'' l^pon attaining his majority, Mr. Stone was filled with the

l)atriotic desire to serve his country at the front. In spite of

his feeble constitution nothing could deter him from entering

the service of the government ; finally, as he was pronounced

unlit for the infantiy arm, which he had proposed entering, a

connnission in the navy as paymaster was secured for him.

He was attached to the gunboat Hastings, on the Mississippi

River, and afterwards to the Volunteer. He left the service of

tlie United States at the close of the war, broken down in

health, but after an illness, which with its convalescence con-

fined him for a year, he was able to accept the chief clerkship

of the internal revenue collector's office, his father at that

time being the incumbent of that office. This he held until

the abolishment of the office, when he became chief clerk of the

Five Cents Savings Bank. He also represented several of the

most reliable fire insurance companies, as their local agent.

In 1876 and 1877 he represented Ward Three in the Common
Council of the city of Boston. He was also a member of King

Solomon's Lodge of Masons.

'' Five years ago his condition became so alarming that he

was ordered by his physicians to pass the winter in a warmer

clime. In obedience to their decree he spent two winters at

Nassau. AVhile on his last visit to this island he was thrown

from his carriage, and his spine injured. This accident

increased his debility, and he soon returned home, to remain

there save for a few weeks of summer, when he was carried to

some resort not far from Boston. It was during the annual

outing that his disorder culminated in death. His remains

were brought to Boston, and funeral services held over them

Tuesday afternoon. The interment was at ]\Iount Auburn."

Phinchas Jones Stone commenced business in the West
India goods trade in 1884, and by untiring industry and perse-
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verance laid the fouiulation of his success in after life, lie

retired from this occupation in 1851. He was selectman of

Charlestown in 1839 and 1840 ; member of the house of repre-

sentatives in 1840, 1856, 1862 and 1863; and, after Charles-

town became a city, he was several years elected to the

common council, and was president of the same. He was also

upon the board of aldermen. From 1856 to 1859, he was

inspector of the Massachusetts State prison. It was during

this time that Deputy Warden Walker and Warden Tenny

were murdered, and ^Nlr. Stone took charge of the prison for six

weeks, pending the appointment of new officials by the governor,

displaying great executive ability, giving courage to the

officers under him, and keeping in order the prisoners, excited

and almost demoralized by this double act of blood. " Will

there be services in the chapel this morning ? " he was anxiously

asked after the murder of Warden Tenny. " Most certainly,"

he replied, and providing arms and ammunition for each officer,

gave orders for their immediate use in case of any indications

of a revolt.

He. was mayor of Charlestown in 1862, 1863, and 1864;

was instrumental in raising and forming several companies for

the defence of the country during the Rebellion, who did

active service in the army of the North. During his adminis-

tration was completed the introduction of water from ]\Iystic

Pond, yielding an ample supply for the inhabitants, not only of

Charlestown, but several other surrounding towns.

He was United States assessor, sixth Massachusetts district,

from 1867 to 1873, when the office was abolished by act of

Congress.

He was one of the original movers for the act of incorpora-

tion, authorizing the improvement of about one hundred acres

of flats, lying between the north and south channels of the

Mystic River, upon which today there is a taxable property of

more than '^1,000,000, and which eventually will increase to

many millions, as it is the terminus of the Northern railroads to

the deep water of Boston harbor.
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He WiH cleetcil in IS.Vl, at llic oro-auizatioii of the Charles-

town I'^ive Cent^Saviniifs l^auk, its president, a position he hokls

at the present time ( 1 '"^-H ). This bank is a highly sneeessful

institntion, witli a deposit, today, of upwards of -^4,800,000.

Ih' is a diu'ctor in tlie Charlestown Gas Company, also

in tlie Mutual Protection Fire Insurance Company.

A man of commanding presence, loyal to his country in the

lionr of its peril, of sterling integrity of character, upright and

honorable in all his dealings with his brother man, sympathetic

witli distress, his liand open to relieve suffering Avithout osten-

tation or publicity, lie is an honor, both to his native State and

the one of his adoption.*

Silas Stone, second son of Phinehas and Hannah, was born

Sept. 30, 1812. When a young man he worked in New York

City at baking ; from there he went to his native town, Weare,

and kept store ; from there lie went to Charlestown, and from

there to Stoneham, ]\Iass., where he died, March 2, 1842, aged

29 years, 5 months, 2 days. He married Sarah Ann Hall,

June 8, 1838. They had one son who died June 22, 1841,

aged 22 months, and is buried in the tomb at Boxborough.

AMOS STONE.

Amos Stone, fourth son of Phinehas and Hannah, was born

Auir. 16, 1816. He Avas educated in the Charlestown free

schools. At the age of fifteen he went into his father's grocery

store, and remained there until he was twenty-one years of age
;

he then bought his first parcel of land, which he now owns,

and commenced a real estate business ; built and sold houses,

and has continued in that business, more or less, down to the

present time, until now he has become one of the largest real-

estate holders in Middlesex County. Not infrequently legal

questions arose in reference to titles and boundaries, and it

became necessary to appeal to the law : he always prepared his

own cases, employed the most eminent counselors to manage

them, and never lost a case in court.

Charlestown became a city in 1847, Avhen he was elected its

first city treasurer and collector of taxes, and held that office

Phinehas J. Stone died Aug. 13, 1S91.
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until 1854. Ill tliiit year he was elected treasurer of the eoiuity

of Middlesex, and held the office until January, 188(>, when he

declined a re-election. In 1854 the Charlestown Five Cents

Savinofs Bank was incorporated. He took an active and lead-

ing part in its organization, and was elected one of its trustees

and its tirst treasurer, and now holds both positions. It has

proved one of the most prosperous and successful banks in the

connnonwealth. For more than ten years, he, as treasTU-er,

with the assistance of the president, performed all the labor of

the savings bank without any compensation to either. In 1861,

the Mutual Protection Fire Insurance Company was incor-

porated and organized, in which he took a leading part, and

was chosen one of its directors, and soon succeeded to the pre-

sidency, which position he now holds. In 1863, he was elected

a director of the Monument National Bank, and still retains

that position. He was one of the original shareholders of the

Mystic Kiver corporation, a large landed company, and for more

than twenty years has been its clerk and treasurer, and is now

president of the Ocean Terminal Railroad Dock and Elevator

Company.

In the several positions as treasurer, he has administered

the duties with signal ability. His attention to business, great

executive ability and physical endurance, enabled him to work

sixteen hours per day, and to perform all the duties in the

several offices that he held at the same time, and during the

thirty years he held the office of county treasurer, he never

employed a clerk or assistant.

In politics he was originally a Demociat, voted for F^ranklin

Pierce for president ; then he became a Republican, and voted

for John C. F'remont, and has continued in the party since.

When the Rebellion was begun he was one of the first to come

to the support of the government, and was one of the twenty-

one persons who paid the expense of fitting out the first three

companies from Charlestown to go to Washington to defend

the capitol ; although exempt from draft, l)y reason of age, he

sent the first representative recruit from Charlestown at his

own expense, and contributed hundreds of dollars during the
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.M.iiliiiu.iiici' nl" ihi' war. l^aily in life hv joined llie Free

Masons and is (piile ])ronrm('nt in the .Masonie order, liaving

taken ilie tiiirtv-seeond degree, iind is now treasnrer of tw^o

Masonic organizations. He remained a single man until after

lie was lifty years of age, when, -lune l^i, 1871, lie married

Sarah l*:iizabeth Mills. They removed in 1878 to Everett,

>hiss.. where they have a beautiful and pleasant home.

Jas})er Stone, fifth son of Phinehas and Hannah, w^as born

Anu". 2i'K 1818: married (1) Elizabeth Ann Gray, Oet. 19,

1845, who died Feb. 17, 1847, aged 25 years, 10 months,

leaving one son; (2) Mary Patten Swett, May 6, 1849.

They have one son and five daughters. They reside in Chaiies-

town, where Mr. Stone carried on the jew^elry business for

about forty years. He was on the board of aldermen in 1873.

Jose[)h Stone, sixth son of Phinehas and Hannah, was born

Aug. 12, 1820. He kept grocery store at Charlestown about

three years ; studied law in the ofBce of Abel Gushing, Boston ;

died of consumption at Gharlestown, Jan. 28, 1846, aged 25

years, 5 months, 17 days, and is buried in the tomb at Box-

borough.

JONATHAN STONE.

Jonathan Stone, the seventh son of Phinehas and Hannah,

was born in Weare, N. 11., Apr. 29, 1823 ; was engaged in the

grocery and provision business in Gharlestown ; built, owned

and let houses and stores ; was elected and served on the

common council in 1872 ; was elected mayor of GharlestoAvn in

1878. He was the last mayor of Gharlestown, it being

annexed to Boston, Jan. 1, 1874. He was married twice

;

Dec. 29, 1857, lie married Saiuh Uebecca, daughter of Abra-

ham and Caroline S. . Andrews, of Groton, Mass., who died

Feb. 17, 1862, leaving one daughter, Sarah Lizzie, and a son,

John Henry. July 28, 1863, he married Mary Louisa

Andrews, a sister of his lirst wife. Hiey have one daughter,

Carrie Louisa. jNL*. Stone built a fine residence in Revere, Mass.,

on land formerly owned l)y Dr. Tuckerman, on the rise of

ground west from the corner of Broadway and Aladdin Streets,

where he moved June 21, 1876, and now resides.



^'ua//uzcc



I



The Stone FmrnJij. 187

[From items compiled by Miss Mary Taylor.]

Mr. Silas Stone built the house tliat Mr. IMiili[) Cunning-

ham now occu[)ies, about the close of the last century. He

left Grotoii, his native place, took his bride and settled in

Templeton. Ilis wife, Eunice, was a daughter of Phinehas

and Sarah Fairbanks, of Harvard. Mr. Stone hrst met Miss

Fairbanks at an evening party, and it was love at first sight.

Miss Fairbanks was a poetess, possessed of great personal beauty

and loveliness of character. They spent their declining years

in the home which he had l)uilt, living to a great age, JNIr.

Stone being eighty-six and Mrs. Stone eighty-hve 'at time of

death. Three of their daughters married and Avent to New

York, which at that time was the far West, requiring an eight

days' journey. Eunice married Jonas Faulkner and lived in

Rindge, N. H. Betsey Fairbanks Stone married Capt. Oliver

Taylor, Aug. 12, 1800, and ever after lived in Boxborough.

Silas, young, active, enterprising, went to Baltimore and Avas

afterward unheard from. Jasper lived in Boston for a few

years, but after his brother Joseph's death returned to the old

homestead and cared for his parents the remainder of their

lives. He married Mary Babcock, of Weston, ]Mass. He died

when seventy-six years of age, and his widow lived to the age

of ninety-three. Jasper Stone was a man interested in town

business (having represented his district in the Legislature), in

the anti-slavery cause, in the church,— a good neighbor and

kind friend.

Joseph Stone, the fourth of these brothers, l)orn in Harvard,

Dec. IT, 1783, died at thirty-eight. He was a young man of

great promise, prepossessing in personal appearance, of great

energy of character, and intellectual attainments. In society

he was the leading man ; as a townsman, almost every im-

portant ofifice was laid upon him ; as a teacher lie A\-as active and

faithful. He was repeatedly sent to the Legislature, appointed

a Justice of the Peace, and a deacon of the Congregational

church. Few men of his age have tilled so many high offices

so faithfully and so well. The following is a poem composed

bv Mrs. Eunice Stone on the death of her son, Joseph, wlio

died Nov. 4, 1822 :
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Xoveniher fourth, that mournful day

I shall remember long,

When pale relentless Death came in

And took my darling son.

While friends stood weeping all around,

My heart was pierced with pain;

—

Nor will that sweet and pleasant voice

E'er cheer my heart again.

• While angel bands stood 'round the bed,

And filled the solemn room,

A smile of joy shone on his face ;

—

They then conduct him home.

By faith I (raced his wondrous way
Where the sweet angels sing :

And thought how loud the harps would play

When Joseph entered in.

And is he gone to realms above ?

Dear Jesus, he is thine;

Freely I cast him on thy arms,

—

They 're sweeter arms than mine.

Prepare my soul to follow too,

'Mid all the glorious ranks,

And hail my dear beloved son,

On Canaan's flowery banks.

lie married Sarah W. Stowe, of Hillsborough, N. H., an

iuuit of Benjamin S. Hager. Mr. and Mrs. Silas Stone made one

trip to New York to visit their two remaining daughters, one,

Mrs. Lucy Mallory, having died and left a little girl. This

child, wliose name was Sally M., they brought ])ack with them,

and tlicir liome ])ecame hers until she married Aaron Fiske, of

Natick, Mar. 29, 1831, where she now lives in the pleasant

liome of her daughter, Mrs. Bruce.

THE TAYLOR FAMILY.

Miss Mary Taylor furnishes the following sketch :—

In the latter part of the seventeenth century, three brothers

by tlie name of Taylor sailed from P^ngland to America, making
tlieir homes within a mile and a half of each other. Ephraim
st'tthMJ on the [Aiice wliere C. H. Burroughs now lives, Pliinelias

uii what is known as the Samuel Hosmer farm, and John
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on the Cai)taiii Tiivlor place. His son Jolm. l)oin 1(397. lived

and died on the same place. His children were John, l)orn

1719, Jabe, born 1722, Solomon, l)orn 1724, and Hannah, who
married Elijah ^^'illis, Dec. o, 1760. In 1745 Solomon mar-

ried ^lary MacLaugldin, who was ])orn on the water. Their

children were Molly, born 1740, married Frederick Walcott, of

Stow, Mar. 29. 1761 ; John, born 1748 ; Tabathy, l)orn Nov.

13, 1749; Lydia, born Feb. 10, 1752; Oliver, born Mar. 30,

1754, married Betty Wetherbee, who was born Feb. 11, 1753 —
the daughter of Phinehas and Betty Wetherbee, and grand-

daughter of Daniel Wetherbee;— Solomon, born Aug. 19,

1756, married Anna Whitman, Mar. 7, 1777; and Betty, Ijorn

June 3, 1758, married Levi Wheeler, Feb. 3, 1776, and settled

in Boxborough.

The descendants of Lydia live in Canaan. X. H. John

enlisted in the Revolutionary War, where he remained

through the seven years' struggle. Oliver remained on the

farm with his father after his marriage, and his five children,

Oliver, Hezekiah, Jonathan, Betty and Lovell Avere born there.

Hezekiah married Sally Wetherbee. of Harvard. He was in

consumption and was married on his bed. Jonathan married

Lucy Whitcomb and lived and died in Chesterfield, X. H.

Betty married Oliver Mead, lived a few years in Chesterfield,

N. H., and then returned to Boxborough, living and dying

upon the place now in possession of Walter Mead. Lovell

married Mercy Rand and settled in Stow. Oliver lived in the

house with his father, working on the farm or making barrels,

as best suited their convenience. Aug. 12, 1800, he married

Betsey Fairbanks Stone. Their children were Lucy, Betsey,

Franklin. Xancy. Varnum. Sally Stoiie, ^larv and Eunice.

Lucy married Xathaniel Mead and settled Avithin half a mile of

the old place, where in her new and pleasant home, she. with

her husband and children, lived until near the close of her life.

Her family are described in the JNIead family in this ])ook.

Franklin v/as a cooper b}^ trade, and an excellent workman.

He died unmarried, June 21, 1840. Sally Stone mariied

Phinehas W. Houghton, of Harvard, where they lived awhile

and then returned to Boxborough. She left no children.
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Kiiiiict' 'l^ivlor. a ladv of i)urit\ and lovt'lincss of eliaracter, died

vouHi^-. Miss Marv Tavlor. tlic oidy one reniainiiiiT^ of the

famih. wliosc I'arly and middle life was spent in teaching, is

now living in lier own lionse in the pleasant village of West

Ai'ton. Captain \'arnnni Taylor, then a commissioned officer,

married Marv D. Pxtwcrs. of Ihnvard. Tlieir children were

Antoinette Lovina, Marietta ^ancy, Sarah Ann Stone, and

Warren N'arnnm. Antoinette L. married Luther Barnard, a

provision dealer in Chelsea, whose business was kept up until

his death. In less than a year after her husband's death she

buried her little girl. Ten years afterwards she married Mr.

I). \V. Cobleigh and settled on the limestone farm in Box-

l)orough. ^Marietta X. married Charles H. Holton, and resides

in West Acton. He is a son of Dea. Leonard Holton, of Bos-

ton. His parents are buried at Mount Auburn. Sarah Ann

S. married George H. Law. and lives in South Boston. Their

children are Editli May, Ralph Henry, and Arthur Warren.

\\'arren \. married Miss Susan Cutler, and they have two

children, liertha ^\\\\ and Warner Yarnum. Mr. Taylor is a

provision dealer, doing good business in Wakefield. Warner

V. is the last one in this branch of the family to perpetuate the

name.

Miss Nancy Taylor married Mr. Jacob Littlefield. Sheldon,

their only child, was born Feb. 18, 1834, and his mother dying

in his infancy, he was left in the care of his mother's family,

and one after another passing away, the guardian care and

tutorage devolved on Miss Mary Taylor, his mother's sister.

At seventeen he left the old homestead for the city, Init after

spending a year in a grocery store in Charlestown, he, with two

or three of his old school-mates, attended New Ipswich

Academy one term. During his stay there he accepted an appli-

cation to teach a wdnter term at Brookline, N. H. So success-

ful was he in his ncAv vocation that his services were solicited

for another month to be paid for b}^ subscription. He returned

to liis native town and spent a few^ weeks in a shoe-shop, but

in early spring went to Charlestow^i again and engaged him-

self to Mr. Palmer, ;i provision dealer, where he remained until
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1855, when, Ijciug ot" age, lie set sail in a vessel bi)Uii(l Lor Cali-

t'oniia. Crossing the isthmns on mnles he took passage on the

other side, and landed at the (lolden Gate. After spending a

few months there and at ^larysville, he proceeded to the mines.

Here snecesses and reverses alternated continnally ; bnt never

diseonraged, he at length opened a store. He had made many

friends and business was good. He was soon appointed Jus-

tice of the Peace. Here he remained until 1864, when he

went to San Francisco and engaged in business as a commission

merchant, remaining there twenty-four years. In 1878 he

made a trip to his native State and the liome of liis childhood,

not having taken a holiday for fourteen years. In 1870 he

married ]Miss Nancy Southwood, and in *87 or '88, they, with

their growing family, sought a home in a more congenial

climate. He is now one of the leading men, a wealthy and

honored citizen, of the fast-growing city of Anaheim, Southern

California.

When the first three pioneers, Ephraim, Phinehas, and

John Taylor came to this section, the countr}^ was wild and

wooded. They felled trees and built their houses. Their

farms joining, although a mile and a half from each other they

thought themselves near neighbors. In the year 1782 the old

log house owned and occupied by Captain (Oliver Taylor, Sr.,

was burned with all its treasures. It was just after harvest-

ing, when the corn was in the garret and the vegetables in the

cellar. The neighbors for miles around, kind, helpful, and

full of sympathy, gave expression to their feelings by felling

trees, hewing timber, digging a new cellar, and raising the

frame— of green timljer, Avhicli was all they had. Jt w^as of

oak and is sound today. Although rude, it was a shelter, and

with its three huge fire-places they called it comfortable. So

(quickly was the w^ork despatched that upon Thanksgiving Day

they were living in their own home. With hearts overflowing

with gratitude they partook of the bounty prepared by the

neighbors, Avho were present to receive their thanks. Not a

man or woman took a cent of pay for all this work. Ever

after this it was Captain Taylor's custom upon every returning
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'rii;iiiksL;i\ iiiL;- I>av. ;is cliildrcii and ^raiidrliildrcn stood around

llic festal l)o ird. to ask a l)k'ssinL;-. and after the meal to return

thanks.

In tlie vear l.S^d. ("a[»tain Taylor's wife died suddenly on

Monday evenino-, and was l)uried on Thanksgiving Day.

Without eating or driidving, he sat by her side until she was

laid away : all he could say was, "T can't be with her long."

When a boy of sixteen, Captain Taylor brought a beautiful

little elm from Wolf Swamp oJi his back, and set it southeast

of the old log house. The w4nd blowing from the same

direction during the tire, the tree Avas not injured, not even a

twig. 'J1iis tree was his darling pet and received his care for

seventy years. In 1883, July 4, just one hundred and one

years after the burning of the old house, the grandchildren

made a festival in honor of their grandfather and his pet tree.

The long, flowing branches, by actual measurement from north

to south, extended eighty-seven and a half feet. In the shadow

of these drooping branches the tables Avere set, laden with

every luxury. Grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-

greatrgrandchildren, and great-great-great-grandchildren —
Miss Emma Cutler, of the sixth generation— neighbors,

friends, and invited guests, came till they numbered nearly one

hundred. The minister was there to express the children's

thanks for the past, and invoke Heaven's blessing on all the

future generations. After the repast— the tables cleared— the

company with joyous hearts were seated in the shadow of the

drooping branches of the old tree, while two little girls, Edith

M. Law and Bertha May Taylor, on a platform erected for the

purpose, gave recitations. Captain Varnum Taylor wrote and

read a brief sketch of family history. In speaking of the old

elm he said, "- It measures in circumference, one foot from the

ground, 17 1-2 feet, and is estimated to contain at least five

cords of wood. My friends, we witness at this late day the

life of a noteworthy tree that long existed before any of us

first breathed the breath of life, and we invoke the Divine

l)lessing to rest upon it and prolong its life for at least another

century, that the same unabated patriotism may then exist as
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is manifested by us here today. And I, this fourth day of July.

lS<s:5, especially recommend that henceforth this tree may l)e

known and called, ^ 11ie Independence Elm of lioxhorough.*
•'

A poem Avas A\'ritten and read by jNIiss ^hiry Taylor, entitled

'* The Old Elm Tree," from which we quote :

" Wave on, old tree, wave on,

In all thy grandeur and thy grace,

Wave on, as thou hast ever done,

Blessing the human race.*'

Mr. Adelbert ]Mead congratulated the comi)any on the success

of the day and related some reminiscences of his boyhood with

regard to his honored sire. The little girls sang, Miss Lucie

M. Patcli, accompanist, and Mr. Mead in his oavu happy woids,

in behalf of the friends, presented Captain Taylor Avith a gold-

headed cane, and Mrs. Taylor, a sum of money representing a

pair of gold-boAA^ed spectacles. Captain Taylor, with heart

overtioAving Avith gratitude for the love that prompted the gift.

responded in his genial manner. Just three years and one day

from that time Captain Taylor suddenly passed away. He

was a man like his father, of noble and generous impulse and

strict integrity of character. The old homestead, retaining its

name for two hundred years Avithout interiuption, is still OAvned

by a descendant, Mrs. D. W. Cobleigh.

Solomon Taylor, mentioned in the early part of this sketch,

and his Avife, Anna Whitman, Avere the parents of ten children:

Anna, Mary, born Nov. 5, 1780,— Mrs. Silas Hoar's mother,

—

Elizabeth, Solomon, John, Mercy, Susanna, Daniel, Jane Whit-

man, and Sally BrcAver. Anna married Aaion Pollard, of

Lancaster, and removed to Boston, Avhere they reared a large

family. Mary married Silas Wetherbee. (See Wetherbee

family.) Elizabeth Avas unmarried*. Solomon mariied, and

died in Westford, leaving no children. John married Sarah

Burditt, of Lancaster, and they liave several children. Mercy

married Joseph Randall, and settled in Boston. They have

four children. Susanna married John Lowell, a sea-captain, of

Bath, Me., and tliey have two children. Daniel was killed,

A\dien eighteen or nineteen years of age, by the caving in of
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lln' l);Mik ol" lln' old liiiiii)iki' wliicli lie was engaged in build-

ing, .lane Whitman married Oliver Davis, son of that Oliver

who was seleetman and assessor in l8o3, and '34, and brother

of Eli Davis, of Littleton. Sally Ihewer married Jiobert

Alden, of Boston, and of tlieir tive ehildren, three daughters

and an only son are settled in Washington, I). C, and the

remaining daughter is married and resides in Marlborough.

Solomon Taylor, the father, lived upon the old Oliver Taylor

farm until 1708. when he removed to Harvard.

Jonathan and Luey ( Whitcomb) Taylor were the parents

of three ehildren, Luey, Harriet and Mehitable. Lucy married

(iibson Willard, of Chesterfield, N. H. They lived and died

in ^Massachusetts. Harriet married Elisha Hill, of Chesterfield,

Avhere they lived and died. ^lehitable married a Mr. Wilson,

and moved to Nebraska, where they died. Whitcomb, their

only son, smart and enterprising, is now living in the place

where his parents spent their later days.

Lovell and Mercy (Rand) Taylor were the parents of four

children, Mercy, Lovell, Oliver and Frances Ann. Mercy

married Silas Davis, of West Acton, lived theie a fcAv years,

and then went to Charlestown. Simon, their youngest son,

ofraduated at Harvard, and is now Counsellor at Law in Boston.

Lovell married Mary Ann Mooie, of Rockbottom. He died

young. Oliver lives at the old homestead in Stow. Frances

Ann married Henry Gates, of Stow, a wealthy farmer in that

town.

The Silas Taylor family of one hundred years ago have

descendants living in Acton. The famil}' were very active in

all that pertained to the interest of the town in early years,

having served the town in many positions of public trust.

Several of the slabs in the lower ^'burvino-oround *' bear the

names of members of this family.
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CHAPTER XIV.

WETHERBEE FA:MILV— WHITCOMP. FAMILY — JOHN READ

WHITCOMB WOOD FAMILY — DEA. M. K. WOOD —
GEORGE C. WRIGHT.

THE WETHERBEE FAMILY.

So far back as we can trace them, there seem to have been

three AVetherbee families settled in town, though perhaps,

could Ave trace the line a little farther, we should find— what

is supposed to be the case— that there were only two families

originally, and that the heads of these were l^rothers. Phine-

has Wetherbee, whose father, John Wetherbee, was here as

early as 1T17, or 1T2T, settled on the farm where Silas Hoar

now lives, and was ancestor of the line of Silas, Simeon, Nor-

man and probably Charles Wetherbee. The farm has been in

possession of the family from veiy early times, and descendants

of the eiglith, ninth and tenth generations in the persons of

Mrs. Lucy (Wetherbee) Hoar, her daughter, Mrs. Mercy

(Hoar) Wetherl:)ee, and the children of ^Nlercy (Hoar) and

Charles T. Wetherbee, are now occupying the old homestead.

The house now standing was built more than 150 years ago.

There are old deeds and wills of the time of Queen Anne in

possession of the present family. A remote ancestor of the

family, becoming alarmed lest he should in some way lose

his wealth, is said to have hidden a large sum of money upon

the estate. The story has been handed down from one to an-

another, and later generations have sought for the rumored

wealth, bat, although at one time the sum of 'ir'BO or -^40 was

found in a drill-hole in a rock, with a bullet placed over it,

nothiuQ' more has ever been discovered.
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Silas and lictty Wctlici'lu'c were tlie great-grandparents

of Mrs. Lucv ( Wet IkmI )('(') Hoar wife of Silas Hoar — who

is the oldest representalivi' of this hraneh of tlie Wetherbee

family now living in town, iler grand[)arents were Simeon

and Mary ( Rol)l)ins ) Wetherbee, and her parents, Siks and

Mary (Taylor) Wetherbee, daughter of Solomon and Anna.

The first Silas AVetherbee gaye the meeting-honse lot in 17 To ;

he ^vas mneh interested in both church and district when they

were in their inhincy. He was selectman in -1783. Silas and

^lary \vere the parents of fourteen children : Simeon, born Xoy.

4, 1800 ; Stillman, Andrew, born Jan. 21, 1801, Silas AVhit-

man, born Feb. 16, 1806, Daniel, Emory, Mary Ann, Susan-

nidi Lowell, Solomon Taylor, who died young, John Robbins,

Lucy, born June 21, 1820, and Clarissa, her twin, who died

in infancy, Eliza Jane Brewer, and Mary Randall. Simeon

mariied Persis Whitney ; Stillman married Elizabeth Sargent,

of Stow, and their only daughter married Simeon Green, of

LLaryard. Andrew married Mary Sargent and settled in town.

Of their eight children only four are now living. Augustine

resides in Acton, and his widowed mother, Mrs. Mary (Sar-

gent) Wetherbee, is now liying, at the advanced age of eighty-

eight years, in Gardner, Mass. Silas Whitman married Mary

Sargent, sister of Elizabeth, and Avent to Stow, afterwards settled

in Boxborough. He died about eight years ago ; his Avife died

several years before, and of their eight children, only two are

now living, Mi"s. Jane E. Tuttle, of Fitchburg, and Stillman

Wetlierl)ee, of Chelsea, Mass. Daniel married Nanc}^ Bulke-

ley, and had no children ; Emory married Hannah Dyer, of

LoAvell. He died young, leaving no children. She lived to

the age of eighty years, and died in the autunni of 1889.

Mary Ann married George Dolby and went away from toAvn

;

Susannah Lowell married Thomas Johnston, of Boston, and

tliey had one child. Mr. Johnston died in 1888, and Mrs.

Johnston in 1889. They are buiied in the cemetery on the

hill. John Rol)bins Wetherbee married Nancy Goodwin, of

l>o\l)or()Ugh, and settled in l>olton. They have eight children.

Lucv married Silas Hoar and settled on the old homestead
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place, where seven generations of the Wetherljee family had

lived before her. 'J'hey have an only daughter, Mercy, who

married Charles T. Wetherbee — of another branch of tlie

Wetherbee family— and tliey have three chihli'en, Harry L.,

Charles L., and Daniel. Eliza Jane Brewer married William

Eaton, of Clinton, and tliey have three children. Mere}' Ran-

dall married Stillman Houghton, of Worcester. They have

one son.

Simeon and Persis (Whitney) Wetherbee were the parents

of seven children : Andrew, Simeon, Caroline, Samuel Nor-

man, Silas, Edward, Avho died in infancy, and Edward. An-

drew married Nancy Wheeler, of Littleton, settled in town, and

removed to Stow ; Simeon married Caroline Blanchard, and

settled in town ; Caroline married Oliver ]Mead, of this town
;

Samuel Norman married Caroline Wheeler, of Stow, and settled

on the farm where his father had lived before him. They have

two children living, Mrs. Elsie Davidson and Dora. Silas

married Mary Parmenter, of ]\Iarlborough, and resides in that

place ; P2dward married Susan Withington, and they, with

their two children, Persis and Alfred, are residents of Box-

borough.

The ancestor of another branch of the Wetherbee family

settled on the farm where John H. Whitcomb now lives, and

one of the family, for at least four generations, has borne the

name of Samuel. Samuel, who was the son of Samuel and

Sarah Wetherbee, and Betsey, his wife, Avere the parents of

seven children : Charles, Betsey, Sally, Lucinda, Lucy, Dolly

and Samuel (1807-72). Charles, Lucinda and Lucy died

young. Betse}^ married Daniel Houghton, of Harvard ; Sally

married Ephraim Whitcomb, of Littleton ; Dolly married Joel

Hayward, of Ashby, and Samuel married Maria Fletcher for his

first wife, and for the second, Naomi Chandler, of ]\Liine.

Samuel and Naomi (Chandler) Wetherbee Avere the parents of

two children,— Maria, who married John H. Wliitcond), and is

settled on the old Wetherbee place (their cliihlrcn. Ivalitli and

Ira, are the fifth generation that liavc occupied it ), andCliarles

T., who married Mercy Hoar.
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PliiiirliMs, the aiiccslor of a lliiid hiaiicli of tlio Wethei'bee^

family, was (|iiit(' an oM man in ITTO, and owned tlie farm

wIkmv \y. II. b'urltush now lives, llis sou, Phinelias, owned

the i)lace in \ls:]. The first liouse, of logs, was Imilt in the

seeond lield north of Mr. Parker's, the original grant of land

containing something more than 200 acres. Old deeds show

that they were in quite good circumstances for those times,

owning not only this land, but making quite large money trans-

actions. As an illustration may be mentioned the factthat the

first Phinehas AVetherbee paid •it'lOOO to a man in Littleton as

a substitute in the army, 1775-1778. They were active and

interested in town and })ublic affairs. The first deed describes

the land as l)eing in Littleton, in the Province of Massachusetts

Bay, in the tenth year of the reign of George the Third. Mr.

Augustus W. Wether])ee, the last and only representative of

this ])ran(li in town says, ''I have heard my grandfather speak

of the first of the family, and how they often saw the Indians

looking into their windows at night.*" I quote also from his

Centennial speech : " It is something more than one hundred

and sixtv years since my ancestors broke the soil and built

their cabin in the field just back of the house now owned by

Mr. Parker, and for one hundred and fifty-five years they lived

there and at the old homestead where ]Mr. Furbush now lives

and tilled those same acres ; and there was I born, and here

have I lived the most of my life. In yonder graveyard, one of

the fii-st stones erected is to the memory of one of my ancestors.

Well do I remember the stories of my grandmother, of the

eai-ly settlers' struggle with the Indian and wild beast, of how
they used to go to market on horseback, with their saddle-

bags on before and a carcass or two of veal or mutton strapped

on behind, the roads mere cart paths then ; of how they used

to come up to worship God on this very spot on which we now
stand, on horseback, the liusl)and riding before, and the wife

and two or three children on a pillion behind.**

Phinehas Wetherbee had seven children : John, Daniel,

Phiiu'has, P>etty, Caty, Dolly and Hannali. John Wetherbee
l)oni A[)r. 1*1. 178o, married i.inda Wood, l)orn Mav 17, 1784,
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111and lliey had llircc uhildi'eii, Oliver, John and Lucinda. .lol

Wctherbee, Sr., was very energetic and enter[)rising, l)ut at the

age of twenty-three, after over-exertion in tigliting a lire in the

woods, took a severe cold, which resulted in paralysis of his

right side, so that for twenty-eight years he could not w^alk a

ste}), and for lifty-eight years he was able to do very little. He

acquired, however, ([uite a property, owning half of the original

•farm. He was town treasurer for (|uite a number of years, and

was especially interested in church affairs. He died ]May 18,

18(34; his wife, Linda, died .Alarch 2, 1863.

OLIVER WETHERBEE.

Oliver, son of John and Linda Wetherbee (1805-1875),

married ]\Liry Whitcomb, and they had three children, Jona-

than Kimball Wood, Martha M. and Marietta C. Mrs. Mary

( Whitcomb) Wetherbee is still living, at the age of eighty-four

years, with her son Kimball, wdio married S. Jennie Tuttle and

resides at South Acton. Kimball Wetherbee commenced

work with the Tuttles, at South Acton, as a clerk, and worked

his way up to his present position, one of the firm of Tuttle,

Jones and Wetherbee. He has been much in tow^n ofhce, and

has been several times a candidate for the General Court.

Martha M. AVetherbee (1839-1865) is said to have been ''One

of the l)est of women, active everywhere, a splendid teacher and

musician.*' Marietta C. (1850-1880) married Charles B.

Stone, and had one daughter, Elma, who died in 1890, at her

fathers home in West Acton.

Oliver Wetherbee commenced teaching when about twenty

years of age and Ijecame ({uite a noted teacher. He was elected

to town ofhce soon after he was twenty-one, and nearly all his

life held office, either as selectman, assessor, town clerk or

treasurer, often more than one, and for many years was school

superintendent. He and his brother John were early interested

in military affairs, both belonging to the company in town as

long as it existed, John liolding the rank of first lieutenant.

They were both much interested in music, playing together in

church and in private for nearly forty years, more than tliirty
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\i%\\r< ill cliinvli. Oliwr Wi'IIk'iIr'c was cliorister forty-i'our

yiMi-s, and cliincli clerk cinhteeii years, liolli were active in

political and pnltlic alTairs.

John Wetherbee (iMOT-lST-i ) niarricd Louisa S. lirown,

who died several years aoo. They were the parents of two

children : P'rancis Wood, who died in infancy, and Angiustus

W^inslow.

Al (;LSTLS WIXSLOW WETHERBEE.

Ano-ustus Winslow, son of John and I^ouisa Wetherbee,

Ix.rn Sei)t. 1, 1 S:U), married Hattie Lane (1844-1884), daughter

of Simon P. and Clarissa (Gregg) Lane of Wimlham, N. IL,

Jan. 1, 1870, and settled in his native town. He gradmited

from the Pepperell Academy in 1861, worked with his father on

the home farm until 1865, engaged in the produce and com-

mission business in lioston for two years, and then learned the

business of carpenter and builder, in which occupation he is

engaged at the present time. ]\Ir. AVetherbee is interested in

all that pertains to the town, and has held various positions of

usefulness therein. He was sent Representative to the General

Court from the 33d ^Middlesex district in 1881, and Avas chair-

man of the Kei)ublican town committee for a period of ten

vears. He is especially interested in church affairs, and has

lield the position of chorister of the Congregational church for

many years. He has also served as clerk and treasurer thir-

teen years, and as Sunday-school superintendent three years.

For eighteen years he has been a member of the school board,

—

four times its superintendent,— and for lifteen years, secretary

of the Farmers' Clul). .Afr. A\'etherbee, wliose name appears

among those of our soldiers, served in tlie late war three years.

He enlisted in Co. B., 32d Reg't, Mass. Volunteers, November

26, 1861, and was discharged November 26, 1864. He was

with the Army of the Potomac in the 2d Brigade, 1st Division,

5th Army Corps, fiom Harrison's Landing to Weldon K. R.

Petersburg, X^i., and served two years as commissary sergeant

(jf the 1st Division.

Lucinda Wetherbee (1821-1882) mairied John W. Phillips,

a noted architect. He superintended the erection of several

^
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tine huiUlings in Lowell, anion^- them the new jail. He was

an Englishman bv hirth. 'Hiey are both dead, also John II.,

their seeond child : the others, William \V., Josie and Charles,

are living in Jonesville, AViseonsin.

Phinehas Wetherbee, of West Acton, is the son of Daniel

Wetherbee, brother of tbe first Jolin Wetherbee.

JOHN WETHERBEE.

Levi Wetherbee, the father of John Wetherbee, was a

l)rother of Simeon AVetherbee, the grandfather of Mr. Jerome

Priest and A[rs. Silas Hoar, and lived on the farm now owned

l)y Mr. E. B. Cobleigh. He married Dorithy, danghter of

Phinehas Taylor, who lived many years ago upon the P>ur-

roughs' place. She was a woman* of considerable physical

strength and ability. .Mr. and Mrs. Wetherbee were the parents

of five children : Levi, Alary, Lucy, Silas and John. Alary and

SUas died young. Levi, born June 25, 1785, married Sally

AVetherbee of Ashby, and their only daughter, Susan, married

j; Colburn Graham, now of AVest Acton. They have one

daughter, ]\Lariette, who married James Coburn and resides

at home. Lucy AVetherbee, born Mar. 27, 1791, married

Samuel Stevens,— fifth son of l>enjamin and Lucy, born in

Boxborough, Aug. 27,1791, a cabinetmaker,— and went to

Alarlborouoh, where their only child, Levi AVetherbee, was

born. They afterwards removed to Bolton, and here, after a

residence of only six months, Mr. Stevens died and his widow

i-eturned to her father's home in Boxborough, where she lived

until her son's marriage, when she went to reside with him

upon the adjoining farm, now occupied by Deacon S. B. Hager.

She remained Avith her son until her death. He removed to a

residence on the AV^est Acton road, near the Joseph Hayward

homestead, but the liouse being burned,— the old cellar Avail

may still be seen,— he removed to AVest Acton, to the house

now occupied by Mr. A^arnum B. Mead, which he built. Dec.

15, 1841, Levi Wetherbee Stevens married Lucy Ann Patch,

of Marlborough, and their only daughter, ]\lary Lucy, married

Albert B.^Brown. ^Nlr. Stevens married for his second Avife,
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Marv, (laughter of I'Jumil'/am- llaywanlof Boxborougli. Of

their three cliiNhvii only one is now living, Warren Arthur,

wlio married Miss Knmiie Irehmd, of Littleton, and with his

wife and son, resides at Robert's Crossing, Waltham, where he

is station-agent. Mr. Stevens' third wife Avas Roxanna Hall,

daughter (»f Deacon Knocli Hall, of West Aeton ; the fourth,

Mary Croston. of Haverhill. ^Ir. Stevens is a carpenter and

builder, and a finished workman. He has erected quite a

number of houses in the village of West Acton and vicinity,

among them, that upon tlie Aldrich place which Arthur

Blanchard iKnv owns, one upon the Edwin Stone place. Dr.

Dodo-e's, and a new double house in which he resides at the

present time. In former years Mr. Stevens w^as always active

in the various village enterprises, having been on the school

board, and president of the Lyceum.

Mr. John Wetherbee, born Nov. 7, 1800, and :\Ls. Susan-

nah (Hayward) Fairbanks, of Gardner, Mass., second daughter

of James Hayward, of Boxborough, were united in marriage by

Rev. J. Warren Cross, Nov. 20, 1838. Mrs. Wetherbee

brought Avitli her to Boxljorough two sons by a former marriage,

James Hayward and Sewell Fairbanks. James H. married

Anna M., daughter of Ira and Susan (Piper) Gibbs, of Boston.

Their only child, J. Hayward, died when only five years of

age. Mr. James H. Fairbanks, the father, died Aug. 23, 1865,

aged 34 years. Sewell married Caroline, daughter of Ai

Blood, of Boston. The names of their five children are as

follows : Fannie B., James L., Carrie L, Emma F., and Bertha

:\L The two last named died in infancy. The mother died

Feb. 13, 1875. ^h\ Fairbanks married for his second wife,

Mrs. Carrie J. (Brown) Boyt, of Denmark, Iowa, daughter of

Joseph Brown, of Groton, :\Iass. Mr. Sewell Fairbanks died at

lioston Highlands, :Mar. 7, 1891, aged 58 years, and 4 months.

Mr. and :\Irs. John Wetherbee settled on the home farm,

and their three children, Ellen A., Susan A. and Emmaetta F.,

were all born at the old homestead. ^fr. Wetherbee was

( )rderly Sergeant in the Military Company in Boxborough as

long as it existed, and his regimentals,— lace-trimmed coat.
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hat, and sword,— are still in possession of the family. He was

one of the financial •' pillars of the church ''
in Boxborough,

always giving liberally as (lod had i)rosi)ered him, for the suj)-

l)()rt of His cause. Mr. Wetherbee removed to West Acton in

18")5, where he died 'July 31, 1858. His wife died the same

year, Oct. 13, 1858. Their children reside in West Acton at

the present time. Susan A., the second daughter, married Mr.

Delette H. Hall, son of Deacon Enoch and Emeline (Hosmer)

Hall, of West Acton, of the firm of Hall and Sons, AVooden

Ware Manufacturers, and they have four children, Eugene L.,

Bertram D., Etta R., and A. Stanley Hall. Ellen A. and Fannie

E. Wetherbee reside at the home place where they have always

lived since going to West Acton— with the exception of six

years ' 75- '81 spent in Boston in charge of their brother's house

after his wife's death— the house having been previously built

by, Mr. Wetherbee, to rent. Having been left orphans when the

youngest daughter was only eight years of age, the eldest, then

but fifteen, became, as it were, the head of the family, keeping

them all together under the home roof, and exercising towards

her younger sisters the watchfulness and care of a mother.

Miss Fannie E. AVetherbee is teacher of the infant class, and

superintendent of the whole primary department, consisting of

four or five classes with their teachers,— connected with the

Baptist church. Mrs. Hall and her husband have been mem-
bers of the choir for a long time, and all three are actively

engaged in church work.

THE WHITCOMB FAMILY.

The first of the AVhitcombs came from England some time

previous to 1633, and settled in Dorchester, Mass. There

seems to be a number of branches, so far as we have been able

to trace them. Ephraim Whitcomb, Sr., was born in Littleton

about 1700, married Parthias AVheeler, of Stow, in 1731, and

settled in Nashoba,— a part of Littleton. Ephraim Whitcomb,

Jr., and Hannah, his wife, settled on the farm of his brother

Daniel — where Mr. Ephraim Cobleigh now lives— and were

the parents of nine children : Moses, ReubcMi, T^ucy, Ephraim,
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Ilaiiiiah. Saiiiiu'l. I'.'tcr. .Martlia and .I(h'1. ( )f these, Reuben

married and settled in Harvard: Ilaiinali married and went to

(ianlner to reside ; Samuel lived in lioxhorouoli a number of

ve:irs after his marriage, and three of his ehildren were born

here: he then lemoved to l^ittleton. I.uey married Paul Hay-

ward. .Ir., anil settled on the place where Mi'. N. E. Whiteomb

now lives. They had twelve ehildren.

Kphraim — ('apt. or J^ieut. Ei)liraim Whiteomb, both titles

havino- been o-iven to him — married Katherine, (laughter of

Hoaz IJrow n, and settled on the farm where his father-in-law,

Boaz lirown, resided, and aftei'wards built the brick house

whieh stands there at the present time. Mr. Benjamin S.

Hager now owns and occupies this estate. Of their eight

ehildren, three— Ephraim, Joel and Joab— were unmarried;

Betsey married Benjamin Houghton and settled in Harvard.

They were the parents of three children— Henry, who died in

early manhood; John, a provision dealer at West Acton; and

Ephraim, a farmer in Harvard, formerly, but now working at

the carpenter's trade. Hannah married Daniel Cobleigh and

settled on the old Cobleigh place, opposite Mr. Wright's present

residence. The old homestead has long since gone to decay.

Three sons— Buel T., Daniel W. and Ephraim B.— are now

livingr in town. Katherine married Oliver Russell and went to

Harvard. Edward married the daughter of Jeremiah Tuttle,

Sr., of Littleton. ]Martha married Daniel Whiteomb, and

settled in Boxl)orough, on the place now occupied by Mr. J. A.

Walker, who married one of the daughters. There were six

children,— James Henry, who lost his life in the late war;

John, who married ]\Iaria Wetherbee, and settled on one of the

old Wetherbee places in Boxborough ; Betsey (Mrs. Walker)
;

Sarah, wlio married Jacob Priest, and is now living in Harvard
;

Anna Luella, who married Marshall Wilder and resides in

Clinton, ^lass., and ^Martha Jane, who died when quite young.

Martha or Patty, daughter of Ephraim Whiteomb, Jr.,

married E[)hraim Taylor and lived on the Burroughs place.

After the death of her husband, she, with her four children—
I'vphraim. Joel. Reuben and Isaac — went to New Yoik to live.
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Joel, son of Epliraiin W'liitcoinl), Jr., iiiarriL'd, iind resided on

liurroughs i)lace after I^pliraim Taylor. Tliey buried several

cliildren. Joel ^^'llitconll), Jr., is living at West Acton.

Moses, son of K[)liraim Whitcomb, Jr., married Anna Hay-

ward, of Boxl)oronoh. Of their twelve children several died

in infancy. Of nine wlio lived to mature vears, Sally married,

and went to Ashby : Betsey married a Tenny and v/ent awav

from town ; Daniel, to whom Ave have before alluded, married

Martha Whitcomb, and settled on the present Walker place
;

Mary married Oliver A\^etherbee and settled on the old

Phinehas Wetherbee place, now AV. H. Furbuslfs ; Lydia

mai-ried for her second husband, Mr. Peters, father of George

L. Peters, of Stow, and made her home in Boxborough ; they

had three children. Moses, Jr., married Martha Cotton, of

Boxborough, and settled on the old Whitcomb homestead,

where Ephraim Cobleigh now resides. They buried several

children. There are five remaining,— Edwin Whitcomb, Mrs.

Hannah Conant, oNIrs. Caroline Hosmer and Mrs. Maria Hend-

ley, of Littleton, and Frank Whitcomb, of West Acton.

Annie married Mr. Harr}^ Hoar, of Littleton. Paul married

Hannah Bent, of Stow, and Avent away from toAvn ; they had

two sons. John— Col. John Whitcomb— married Maria Good-

Avin for his first Avife ; they had no children. He married

Sarah Emory for his second Avife, and of their hve children, one

died in infancy. Nathaniel Emory married Abbie Blanchard,

and lives on the old Paul HayAvard place, in Boxborough
;

John married Nellie Rand, and Avent to Fitchburg ; Maria

married Charles E. Smith, and died in Holden, in 1890 ; and

James married P^dna, daughter of Mr. Granville Whitcomb,

and resides in Fitchburg. Col. John Whitcomb married Mrs.

Eliza A. HayAvard for his third wife.

Peter, son of Ephraim Whitcomb, Jr., married Sally

Bachellor, and they Avere the parents of seven cliildren. Myra
married a Raymond, and Avent to Harvard ; Peter died in

early childhood ; Stillman married Adeline Pi'iest, and their

two children went to tlie Sandwich Islands to live : Sally

married Samuel Hosmer, and went to Acton first, afterAvard
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si'ttl«'(l ill Harvard: \\'\v\\ -Ir. niairicd IJetsey Mead, Jan. 2,

183i>. and scUKmI ill lioxlxti'oiii^li. Tlu'V l)uried tlieir only

child, Augustine A., ahoul three years ago. His wife, a

(lauMiter of Mr. William Moore, died some years before, (iran-

ville married ( 'aioliiic Hoar. Maieh 4, 1841, and settled in

Boxborougli. >hiivh 4, 1.S91, they celebrated their golden

wedding. 'Hicy have nine children,— A. Granville, Elwyn,

Kdna, Carrie, Myra. Clarence, Frank, Eva and Anstin. They

are all married l>ut two, and one, Frank, is settled npon the

Nathaniel .Mead farm in ]>oxborongh. All of the children

except two are mnsicians, and one daughter, Edna, has been a

salaried singer in the eity of Fitchburg, where she resides.

Austin teaches music in the same place. Merrill Whitcomb

married in Boxborough, went to Bedford, and afterwards

settled in Charlestown. One of his four children, George,

mariied ^lay Wetherbee, of Boxborough, and lives in Charles-

town.

Peter and Granville are the onl}' representatives of their

family now living. Ephraim Whitcomb, the grandfather of

these two, served in town in various positions of trust and

responsibility. He was one of the selectmen when the district

was incorporated in 1783, and held that position, at different

times, for mau}^ years. He also held the offices of town clerk,

treasurer, assessor, and he was a prominent worker in the

church and society when they were in their infancy. Moses,

Ephraim and Joel, sons of Ephraim Whitcomb, Jr., also held

office as selectmen for many years. Moses Whitcomb, Jr.,

and his son \Moses, lield this office ; the father w\as superintend-

ing school committee at one time. Peter Wliitcomb, the

father of Granville and Peter, was town treasurer for nine

years, for which service he Avould take no compensation. He
also served the town in the capacity of selectman. Mr. Gran-

ville Whitcomb has served the town as superintending school

committee, town clerk, selectman, assessor, constable and col-

lector, and auditor. He had the honor of being sent represen-

tative at one time, and his father, and two of his father's
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brothers, Capt. Kpliraim and Joel, also held this position for

more than one year.

JOHN RKKl) WtirrCOMH.

John Keed Whiteonih, Avho died at his home in i>itlleton.

Mar. 2, 1890, was a native of lioxborongh. His father,

Samnel AVhiteomh, lived in a dwelling whieh fornn^rly stood

in the lield in front of Mr. Parker's present residence. All

traces of the habitation have long since passed away. I ({note

from the Lowell Journal of Mar. 21, 1890, the following item

nnder Littleton :
'^ Died in this town at six o'clock Sunday

morning, Mar. 2, John Reed Whitcomb, in his eighty-fifth

year. AVhen such a life goes out it deserves more than a

passing mention. AVe do well to pause a moment and reflect

upon what is gone. In the hurry of modern life Ave let pass

too easily from the thought the worthy lives of these old

people, who have kept their places, and been, as it were, the

landmarks in these old towns. Such sterling qualities of

character as industry, honesty, frugality, benevolence, gen-

erosity, and reverence, may well be considered and emulated.

In his simple life, ' Uncle Reed, ' for by this name was he

universally known, preserved all these qualities. It may be

said of him that his life was one of strict integrity. It is not

probable that any one can point to a single dishonest act. The

industry and economy of this good man and his wife Avere not

to gain that they might hoard, but close upon these traits fol-

lowed an exemplary generosity and a cheerful benevolence.

The sick Avere not forgotten in his gifts, and those Avell and

strong, but carrying burdens, often felt them lightened by his

substantial aid. As the children grcAV up in the neighborhood

and toAvn, and Avent forth into the Avorld as men and Avomen,

they have come back to tlie old place to iind, through Avhat-

ever changes, ' I'ncle Reed ' still the same. Although for

some years old age has been creeping on apace, yet he Avas

alAvays kind, cheerful and interested in the Avelfare of them all.

We shall miss his face and form from the old, familiar places.

Tlie old-time tea-drinkings and sports wliich have found place
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at llic old farm will 1k' rniu'inbL'ied by old and young. A

large niuuhcr of friends fidt it a privilege to ' L-all around ' for

an afternoon, witliout invitation, knowing this hospitable couple

would always find it ' convenient * to receive them. As he

passed away on that t-alni Sabl)ath morning, so (quietly that the

2)atient watcher l)y his side hardly knew when he went, we

cannot mourn his loss. Ever since the death of his devoted

wife, some ten years since, his has been one long prayer to be

released from earth, and to go hence. He had no fear to die,

but gladly hailed the messenger wdien he came.

• And I am glad that he has lived thus long.

And glad that he has gone to his reward,

Nor can 1 deem that Nature did him wrong

Softly to disengage the vital cord.

For when his hand grew palsied, and his eye

Dark with the mists of age, it was his time to die.'
''

In his Avill ]\Ir. Whitcomb bequeathed the Orthodox and

Unitarian societies of Littleton -^2,000 each, the income to go

toward paying for preaching ; and the town of Littleton

il,000, the income to be used in keeping the Whitcomb lot in

order, and for other cemetery purposes.

THE WOOD FAMILY.

The name of Mr. Jiennet Wood is intimately associated

with the earl}^ history of the town. He was the second son of

»Jeremiah and Dorathy ( Benet ) Wood, the fifth of a family of

ten children. Henry Champion, the grandfather of Mr. Wood's

mother, Dorath}', was born in England in 1611, and came to

New England as one of the first settlers of Lyme and Saybrook,

Conn. His father, Jeremiah Wood, was a weaver, a j'eoman,

gentleman, as shown by account-books and papers. He was

constable and collector, later, selectman, and for some 3'ears,

treasurer of Littleton, and a member and supporter of the

church. He purchased his estate there, Jan. 13, 1717, a part of

which is still in possession of his descendants. He received

the deed from the town of Littleton, as explained by the deed

itself, which is now in possession of Isaac Wood, Boston,

Mass. Several srenerations of the Wood familv have been born
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there. •• In uprightness of eharaeter, stability of purpose,

sound judgment, and high regard for family and personal

honor, the family of Jeremiah and Dorathy Wood was no ordi-

nary family. Jeremiah Wood died July 15, 1780 ; Dorathy,

his wife, died July IT, 1752. Their graves are side l)y side in

Littleton, and near them are grouped the graves of some of

their children, grandchildren, great-grandcldldren and great-
.

o-reat-o'randchildren
. "

'

(;)n an old weather-beaten slab in the hill l)uryiiig-ground in

l^oxborough, we may read this inscription :

" In ]Memory of

Mr.. Bexxet AVooi)

who departed this life

Apr. 28th, 1797

In the 81st 3'ear of

his age."

Beside it is erected another stone to the memory of his

second wife, Mrs. Isabel Wood, who died Dec. 14, 1797, in

tlie 84th year of her age (the first wife, Lydia Law, of Acton,

died Feb. 27, 1765, aged 54 years, 1 month, 13 days, and is

buried among the Wood families in Littleton), and near these

lies a granddaughter, Lois Wood, Avho died Feb. 1, 1782,

aged 15 years, 2 months, 22 days. Bennet AVood was a promi-

nent and enterprising man, as all his transactions and business

connection with his fellow-tow^nsmen plainly testify. He did

very much for the formation of the church, and afterward the

town, in the early days, and his energy and perseverance

helped greatly to pave the wa}^ to success.

Mr. Jonathan Wood, the ninth child of Jeremiah and

Dorathy, is mentioned as issuing the first town warrant in

Boxborough. He is spoken of as an honored citizen, and promi-

nent in both civil and military affairs. Mr. John AV^ood, the

sixth child of Jeremiah and Dorathy, has descendants still living

in this town. He was twelve years old when his father died. A
large part of the real estate was apportioned to him. He mar-

ried Lydia Davis, of Harvard, Alass., Oct. 19, 1743. He was
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a L'oiistiil)le and lollcdor at llic age of twenty-four, a prominent

and successful man, liad pleasant surroundings for those times,

and had a promising young family ; hut death called him away

Ai)r. 8, 1758, at the early age of forty. J^ydia Wood remained

a widow for several years, and then married David Goodridge,

of Fitchhurg. John and Lydia Wood are both buried with the

Wood families, in Littleton. Dea. John Wood, son of John

and Lydia, the third of a family of seven, was born in Littleton,

Sept. 8, 1747. He married Lucy Martin in 1769, and settled

upon the home place, where, in 1700, he built himself a tine

residence.

The old homestead, recently in possession of George F.

Conant, and now occupied by Mr. Campbell, is still in an

excellent state of preservation. Deacon Wood was one of

Littleton's trusted townsmen : held various responsible public

positions, and w\as deacon of the church for nearly thirty years.

He died May 4, 1826, in his seventy-ninth yeai-. L^pon his

gravestone, in Littleton, is the following :

" Farewell, dear friend and children, too,

God has called me home :

In a short time he '11 call for you,

Prepare yourselves to come."

Lucy (Martin) AVood was born in Old Ipswich, Mass., and

died in Littleton, Feb. 20, 1836. The following is upon her

gravestone

:

" Farewell, my friends, my children dear,

My Saviour calls me home;

My Saviour calls my children, too,

Prepare yourselves to come."

Captain Amariah Wood, sixth son of Dea. John and Lucy

Wood, says "My mother's name was Lucy Martin. Her

father, George Martin, lived in Old Ipswich ; moved from

there to Lunenburg, Mass. Her ancestor, Martin, was a

weaver in England ; his wife was one of the higher classes ; her

parents were opposed to her marrying a Aveaver, and they came

to America. My mother's great-grandfather's name was

Dergy ; he was the King of P^ngland's cup-bearer.'"
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Amaiiali Wood *' thoroughly learned the trades of tanner

and currier, and carried on that business about a quarter of a

century, in Bolton, ]\Iass. He married and had a large family

of children by his hrst wife ; he had no cliildren by his second

wife. He was an honored citizen, having held civil offices of

trust. He held a commission as lieutenant, given him l)y

Governor Caleb Strong of Mass., and a- commission as captain.

To the former office he was elected Xov. 27, 1812, and the

latter. May 3,. 1814, and was captain of an independent com-

pany later. He was a conscientious and upright man, of

marked ability and scholarly attainments ; was a persistent

student all his life, and was always ready for research in science

and metaphysics ; was a close student of the Bible and was

guided by it. He was skilled in musical composition, and took

much pleasure in it. Selections from his manuscripts were

published long after his decease. He often had original music

to use at the meetings of the family. His conversations in

later years were masterly, having accurate knowledge and a

clear, logical mind, thoroughly disciplined. In his last days

he purchased a home near Worcester, Mass., wdiere some of his

children had settled. Here he, and the estimable wife of his

early and maturer years, and the mother of all his children,

rested from their labors. He was born in Littleton, Mass.,

Sept. 9, 1785."

]\Iartin Wood, the eldest son of Dea. John and Lucy

(Martin) Wood, was born Feb. 15, 1774, and died Dec. 27,

1853. He was twice married.

" Martin AVood was well posted in common historical sub-

jects, and had a very complete knowledge of the Bible. He

w^as a deacon in the church, and a teacher of the Bible class for

men and women in the Sunday school for many years. He

was a man of sterling integrity, thoroughly honest and earnest

in Avhatever engaged. He had quite a mechanical talent ; was

ingenious in making various implements and instruments, was

a good carpenter, blacksmith and cooper. He built several of

the school houses in Littleton. Several pieces of public roads

Avere contracted for, and 1)uilt by liim. He was a skilful sur-
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\r\or. and was oi'lcii callcMl ujioii to settle dispiited l)()uiidarv

liiu's wlicrr otlier good siuvevois could not agree. He held at

(litYerent times all the important places of trust in his town as

committee-man, assessor, selectman."

Carsliena Wood, son of I)ea. John and Lncy (Martin)

Wood, the fourth child of a family of eleven, was born Nov.

11>, 17T«». He married Betsey Lawrence for his first wife, and,

after her death, Tryphena Lawrence. He died July 13, 1854.

'^ Carsliena Wood was a man of ability, but had no ambition

for i)ul)lic display so far as he was concerned, but avoided, if

[)Ossible, every public office. He was an ingenious man, learned

the cooper's trade, but was always a farmer. He first settled

in .Vsliby, Mass., but upon the death of his brother John, he

sold his estate there, and was settled upon the homestead of

his father, grandfather and great-grandfather, and resided in

the house built for his brother John, near the house of his

father, the remainder of his life. He never occupied the fine

residence of his father, although it was long in his possession

after his parents' decease. He was a man of strict integrity

;

was punctiliously exact in all his engagements, and dealt

honestly with every one ; was a good neighbor and townsman,

an early member and regular attendant of his church."'

Eunice Martin, daughter of Carsliena and Tryphena (Law-

rence) Wood, was born in Littleton, Jan. 4, 1819, married

Benjamin W. Priest, and resides in Littleton, not far from the

Wood homestead. They had three children. The youngest

child and only daughter, Aiabella Wood, was born June 30,

1841 : married ^[r. George Y. Keyes, and, with her husband,

occupies at the present time the house where Mr. Carsliena

Wood, grandfather of Mrs. Keyes, formerly dwelt. They have

a son, George S. AV., twenty-one years of age, engaged at

present in the machinist's business in Brooklyn, X. Y., and a

daughter, younger, Mattie B., who resides at home.

The estates above mentioned are those recorded as having

been transferred from Littleton to lioxborouo-h, Mav 23, 1831.
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Mr. Walter A. Wood, of ^^^)0(^s Mowiiio- Maihine fame,

belongs to one branch of the Wood family. *

DEACON MARTIN E. WOOD.

Benjamin AVood, the grandfather of Dea. AI. E. Wood, of

this town, Avas born in Brooktield, Mass., and his grandmother,

Abigail (Waldo) Wood was a native of Canterbury, Conn.

They settled in Orange, N. H., where eight children were born

tq them, among them Nathan Waldo Wood, Dea. Wood's

father. Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Wood subsequently removed

to Alstead, N. H., where the youngest son, Gilbert, was born,

and here, this good man and his wife, who lived to rear a large

family to Christian activity and usefulness, spent the remainder

of their days. Nathan Waldo Wood went to Claremont, N.

H., and there married Ann B. Currier, daughter of Eliphalet

Currier. They were the parents of three children, two sons

and one daughter, of whom (Dea.) ]\Iartin Eliphalet Wood,
who was born Sept. 20, 1833, is the oldest. Horace Benjamin

Wood, the second son, married Jeanette Grandy of Yt., and

resides in the city of Worcester, where he is engaged as a

molder in the Iron Foundry. They have three children, H.

Burton, Minnie and Maud.

The daughter, Mary Abigail Wood, died at the early age

of fourteen j^ears. She w^as a fine scholar, and at the time of

her death her friends thought her capable of teacliing.

Mrs. Nathan W. Wood, Dea. Wood's mother, died when he

was only eight years of age, but the influence she exerted

throughout those early years was one never to be forgotten.

He himself says of her, ^' She was a Christian woman and

taught us the truths of the Bible by precept and example Avhile

she lived, and in her last hours she was sustained and com-

forted by them." His father, who died in 1857, was also an

earnest Christian. After his mother's death, he went to live

Avith a man in Dalton, N. H., where he remained four Acars, a

* The Quotations in tlie above sketcli are from Wm. S. Wood's "Genealogy of the Wood
Family.*'
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period wliiili v\v\i in rctiosjK'ct is not pleasant to dwell ui)on,

because of the want and liardsliip eoniiected witli it. He says

of this time, ^* The faiineis raised their own wheat, and my
greatest recreation was in going to mill, some eight or ten miles

distant, for my emphn'er and the neiglibors." From his twelfth

to his eighteenth year, he resided with a farmer named Xathan

Clark, in Croydon, X. H., and the motherless boy's experience

is again best expressed in his own words :
'' Mrs. Clark was as

good to me as though I had been lier own son." Removing at

the age of eighteen to Claremont, N. H., his childhood's home,

he remained there fifteen years. Four years of the time were

spent in tlie service of one man, and here he met the lad}^ who

afterward became his wife, Juliette Woodward, daughter of

Samuel and Julia (Campbell) AVoodward, of Chester, Xt.

Thev were married in 1860, and ten years later removed to

Dedham, Mass., where Dea. Wood had charge of the farm con-

nected with the " Temporary Asylum for Women,*' and his

wife that of the house.

In 1874, Mr. and ^Irs. Wood came to Boxborough, and for

tlie past seventeen j^ears have made this town their home, being

settled upon the old Hayward place,— now^ in possession of

Airs. Eliza A. (Hayward) Whitcomb,— of which the}^ have had

tlie charge. They have one son, Charles E., w^ho resides at

home.

Dea. Wood had only a common-school education, even this

advantage having been somew^hat limited, but he has always

been a great lover of reading, and so has informed himself

upon all the current topics of the day. He says, " The first

money I ever had of my own,— which I obtained by raising a

piece of potatoes when I was about nine years of age,— I ex-

pended for a newspaper, called the ' Youth's Cabinet.' " Dea.

Wood has served the town as school committee, and as assessor

for four years. He has been deacon of the Congregational

church in Boxborough for fourteen years,— an office which he

also held previously in Claremont, N. H.,—superintendent of

the Sabbath school twelve years, and has served in various

[)ositions connected with the church to which his care and
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tliouirlit have been so freelv o'iveu, iind for whose welfare he

has labored unceasingly. He was elected a Trustee of the

'' Literary and Lilmirv Association," West Acton, about four

yeai-s ago.

]Mrs. Wood's influence as a patient and w^illing, though

(|uiet worker, in the church, is also deeply felt. She was presi-

dent of the ^' Ladies' Circle " quite a number of years, and is

ever active in promoting its interests. In tlie home, in the

church, in the sick-room, Avherever she goes, wdiatsoever her

hand finds to do, she does with her might. Mr. and ]\L's.

Wood have many friends and are highly respected by all who

are acquainted with them.

Rev. Sumner G. AVood, of Easthampton, Mass., who will

be well remembered by many of our Boxljorough people, is a

son of Mr. Franklin Wood, late of Waltham, Mass., who was

a brother of Nathan W. AVood, Dea. Wood's father. We
([uote from a Waltham paper with regard to Mr. Franklin

Wood : ''Of deceased it may be truly said that Waltham never

had a more conscientious citizen, the church a truer disciple, or

home a kinder or luore faithful head."

Rev. Horace Wood, who died in Keene, N. H., in 18S().

was also a brother of Nathan W. Wood. He devoted himself

for thirty-six years to the work of the ministry, only giving it

up when compelled to do so by ill-health. It is said of him :

^'Wherever Mr. Wood labored, his people had confidence in

him as a thorouglily good man, a safe and sympathetic

counselor, without an}' of those eccentricities of character

which injure the usefulness of so many pastors."

Rev. John Wood, of Fitchburg, Mass., a former pastor in

tliis town, is a second cousin of Deacon AVood.

1 am indebted to one of the Wright family for the following sketch :
—

GEORGE CLEVELAND WRIGHT.

He Avas born Jan. 7, 1823, in Bedford. His father, Joel

AVright, lived in Boxborough at one time in the brick dwelling-

liouse opposite the Orthodox Church. His grandfather's name

also was Joel, and his great-grandfather, Ebenezer AVright,
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lived ill 'rt'UipK'toii and I lid)l)ardst()ii. His mother, Dolly II.

Heed, was l)()rn in LitlU'lon. and aftenviirds taught school in

HoxhonniL^li. She was a daughter of Poulter Reed, and her

mother, Mollv I lartwell, was a direct descendant in the sixth

generation from William 1 lartwell, who came to Concord in

l():55-3r>. I'oidter (son of John Keed, of Lexington), soon

after liis mari'iage to Molly Hartwell, moved to Boxhorough,

and lived on a farm about one eighth mile east of the centre,

—

in a house nearly opposite that now occupied by Simon P>.

I lager. They soon returned to Lexington, and then to Little-

ton, where (ieorge's mother was born. Mr. Wright has in his

possession no less than three certificates of his mother's ability

to -teach school:"' one of them has a local interest, at least,

and reads as follows :

—

'' IJOXBOlJOrGH,

April ITth, 1813.

These may certify that having examined Miss Dolly H.

Keed, I do find her so w^ell versed in English reading and the

grammatical construction as to approve of her in the employment

of teaching an English school.

(signed)

Joseph AVillaud, Clerk."

Kev. Joseph AVillard was the first minister of the District

of Boxborough.

Dec. 31, 1846, he married Susan H. Davis, daughter of

Jonathan B. Davis, granddaughter of Simon Hosmer, and

grandniece of Captain Isaac Davis, wdio was killed at Concord

fight. Four of the children lived to grow^ up, born as follows

:

Estella M., Dec. 20, 1849 ; George S., July 13, 1857 ; Effie K.,

June 13, 1860; T. Bertha, June 5, 1866.
'

At the age of thirty-one, after being in the milk business in

Charlestown and Boston two years, he engaged in the coffee

and spice business as a member of the firm of Hayward and Co.,

which, after twenty-five years of successful business, united

with Dwinell and Co., and soon after with Mason and Co.,

under the firm name of Dwinell, Havward and Co., the largest
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coffee and spice li<:)iise in New Kng-laiid. Tliouoli always an

e(j[nal partner in every respect, he iieyei;.^a.sked to have liis

own name appear in the firm name. ,;'^ '^

For the past tliirty 3'ears he has been the coffee buyer ol

the house, and his frequent trips to the New York markets liave

made him personally known to most of the i)rominent coffee-

men of this country. As a coffee buyer lie has few equals and

no superiors. With the courage of his convictions, backed l)y

a most thorough knowledge of the statistical position of the

article in question, he has shown his right to the foremost

position in his department of the business; notably so in the

rise of 1886-1887, when the Brazilian coffees advanced in one

year more than 250 per cent in value.

From small beginnings, the firm of Dwinell, Hayward and

Co. has seen a healthy and legitimate growth, and today dis-

tributes the products of its extensive factory, located at the

corner of Batterymarch and Hamilton Streets, Boston, in

almost everv State and Territory this side the Rocky

]\Iountains.

^Nlr. AVright is strictly a self-made man. Without rich or

influential friends to help, he has won for himself a position in

the lousiness world that any man might env}', and to which few

attain, and he bids fair, at the age of sixty-eight, to enjoy for

manv years the competency he so well deserves.

Early in his successful business life— 1861 — he built a

worthy home on the brow of the hill overlooking the village of

West Acton, Avhich commands a glorious view^ of the surround-

ing country. Here his children grew up, and here he still

i-esides.

He has been prominently identified with the Fniversalist

Parish in West Acton, and Avas one of three to conti'ibute a

large sum toward the erection of its present meeting-house.

In all the village and town improvements, ]Mr. Wright has

always shown a lively interest and a generous help.

l^yceum and temperance, school and library, have found in

him a firm friend and a most liberal [)ati'on.



_'l- /in.r/»>r'>it,//i : n .\r>r K,i;ihiitil Tmrn ((ml its Pi-ople.

'I'liou^li Mr. Wri'^lit iicviT souo'lit proinineiice in social or

iMwii aiVairs aiiv iMorc tliaii in liis l)iisiiie.ss career, yet lie was

I'lioscii vice-president, and at'lerwards president of the lariners'

('lul> in West Acton, and served as chairman of the huildino-

coinniittee in the erection of the present commodions school-

lionse in tlie same village.

ill the Legislature of 1874, he represented the towns of

Acton. W'avland, and Sudbury, as a Republican, with credit to

himself, and to the satisfaction of his constituents.

.^Ir. Wright is keenly alive to the times; is still active in

business, and is no less enthusiastic in his support of the prin-

i-iples of Tariff Revision than he was in '48, when his part}', at

the National Free Soil Convention, at Buffalo, after success-

fully balloting for a Presidential candidate, adjourned with the

allving crv, '^ Van Buren and Free Soil, Adams and Liberty."
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